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Central Africa

®» Burundi Representatives of East African Community (EAC), regional bloc
mediating inter-Burundian dialogue, after meeting govt, ruling party and opposition
in Burundi in Aug, met exiled opposition coalition CNARED in Brussels 6-7 Sept;
latter committed to take part in forthcoming fifth round of talks in Ugandan capital
Kampala, reiterating that 2000 Arusha agreement must be basis of dialogue.
Representatives of CNARED and Burundi-based opposition met in Entebbe, Uganda
21-23 Sept to forge common position ahead of talks and sent common memorandum
to EAC facilitation. Since new constitution prohibits coalitions of independents from
running in elections, Agathon Rwasa, former leader of opposition party National
Liberation Forces (FNL) and leader of opposition coalition Amizero y’Abarundi, 12
Sept formed new party called National Front for Liberty Amizero y’Abarundi (FNL
Amizero y’Abarundi). UN Commission of Inquiry on Burundi presented main
findings of new report in Geneva 5 Sept and full report in 17 Sept session boycotted
by Burundian delegation; report states that serious human rights violations have
continued in 2017 and 2018 and for first time implicates President Nkurunziza in
incitement to violence. Ministers criticised report and govt denied its allegations.
Govt organised demonstrations against report in capital Bujumbura and elsewhere
15 Sept and declared all three UN commissioners personae non gratae. UN Human
Rights Council 27 Sept voted in favour of African bloc’s proposal to send three
experts to Burundi to report on human rights situation; Burundi supported plan in
bid to render Commission of Inquiry unnecessary. But next day council also voted in
favour of EU-proposed resolution to extend Commission of Inquiry’s mandate for
one year. Unidentified armed group attacked Gatumba on border with DR Congo 14
Sept, one policeman injured. Unidentified armed group reportedly beheaded local
leader of ruling party’s Imbonerakure youth wing and shot dead his wife at Buyumpu
in north west near Rwandan border 18 Sept; govt spokesman said group came from
and returned to Rwanda.

¥ 6F Cameroon In run-up to 7 Oct presidential elections, Boko Haram (BH)
continued to attack civilians and security forces in Far North and Anglophone
separatists and security forces upped attacks in Northwest and Southwest regions;
violence could escalate further on one-year anniversary of separatists’ independence
declaration 1 Oct and around presidential vote. In Far North, BH carried out at least
eight attacks in Mayo-Sava and Logone and Chari departments, killing at least
seventeen civilians and one soldier. In Anglophone regions, separatist militants
intensified attacks and security forces launched at least ten attacks against separatist
camps and checkpoints, killing over twenty separatists and numerous civilians,
including three 27 Sept in regional capital Bamenda. In Northwest, militants 3 Sept
reportedly kidnapped nine students and teacher in Bafut, freeing all but five students
next day; reportedly kidnapped traditional ruler of Bafut 4 Sept; killed soldier in
Mbiame 5 Sept; shot bus driver and destroyed buses on road between Akum and
West region 9 Sept; attacked prison in Wum night of 25 Sept freeing 117 inmates;
and killed two gendarmes in Batibo 277 Sept. Governor of Northwest 9 Sept imposed
curfew restricting movement in region between 6pm and 6am. In Southwest region,



separatists and security forces exchanged fire in Mile 16 neighbourhood of regional
capital Buea 11 Sept; separatists abducted traditional ruler of Wotutu-Buea 12 Sept;
attacked college in Sasse-Buea 19 Sept, injuring students; security forces killed at
least nine civilians in Buea 24-27 Sept; separatists killed two security force members
in Limbe 26 Sept. Navy 7 Sept said it had seized three boats carrying 43 mercenaries
and large number of assault rifles near Bakassi, Southwest; officials implied
mercenaries were on way to support separatists. Govt 30 Sept imposed 48-hour
curfew restricting movement in Anglophone areas day before one-year anniversary
of separatists’ declaration of independence. Separatists nevertheless reportedly
planned to hold protests 1 Oct and maintained calls for boycott of 7 Oct presidential
election.

®» Central African Republic Ex-Seleka faction Popular Front for the Central
African Renaissance (FPRC) led by Nourredine Adam early Sept killed at least ten
displaced people including women and children in Bria in east. Residents protested
outside base of UN mission (MINUSCA) in Bria denouncing its failure to prevent
killings; some protestors, identified by MINUSCA as anti-balaka militants, threw
grenades into UN base. Russian security adviser to President Touadéra presented to
MPs conclusions of talks in Sudanese capital Khartoum late Aug that gathered
leaders of strongest armed groups. Chairperson of AU Commission Moussa Faki met
Touadéra in capital Bangui 18 Sept ahead of UN General Assembly meeting on CAR
in New York 20 Sept. Sudan 28 Sept reportedly said AU had “adopted” Sudanese
peace initiative.

®» Chad Following attack on security forces in north by Libya-based Chadian rebel
group Military Command Council for the Salvation of the Republic (CCMSR),
military continued operations in far north. Military aircraft 1 Sept bombed civilian
vehicles en route to wedding between Miski and Yebibo in far north, mistaking them
for rebels, reportedly killing at least ten. Army helicopters 13 Sept bombed two
camps of artisanal gold miners near Kouri Bougoudi, 35km from Libyan border,
killing two civilians and reportedly injuring several people including Colonel Dadi
Chidi Kokei, former senior officer of Mahamat Nouri’s rebel group Union of
Democratic Forces for Development (UFDD). Opposition party National Union for
Democracy and Renewal (UNDR) led by Saleh Kebzabo 25 Sept condemned govt’s
silence regarding resurgence of rebel movements in Tibesti region in north. Security
forces repelled attacks by Boko Haram (BH) militants on Moussarom and Ngueleya
on shore of Lake Chad in west night of 28-29 Sept, six members of security forces
and seventeen militants reportedly killed. President Déby 20 Sept replaced finance
minister Issa Mahamat Abdelmamout with secretary of state in finance ministry
Mahamat Allali Abakar; third finance minister since Dec 2017. Public sector workers
in general assembly 15 Sept decided to continue strike which they began in May,
reiterating that they will return to work only when govt reinstates parts of salaries
cut in Jan as part of austerity measures.

®» DR Congo Ahead of planned Dec general elections, former VP Jean-Pierre
Bemba and former Katanga Governor Moise Katumbi excluded from final candidate
list, authorities repressed limited protest and armed group violence continued in
east. After electoral commission (CENI) barred six would-be presidential candidates
including Bemba in Aug, Constitutional Court 3 Sept confirmed Bemba’s exclusion,
but reinstated two candidates, former PM Samy Badibanga and Marie-Josée Ifoku.



CENI 19 Sept published definitive lists of candidates for presidential and legislative
elections; 21 presidential candidates include ruling party’s Emmanuel Shadary and
opposition’s most prominent challengers Felix Tshisekedi and Vital Kamerhe.
Opposition delegation led by Moise Katumbi and Adolphe Muzito 18 Sept met South
African ruling party African National Congress (ANC) in Johannesburg; ANC called
on South African govt to engage with DRC govt to ensure elections adhere to
protocols of regional bloc Southern African Development Community. During
Belgian FM’s trip to South Africa, Angola and Congo-Brazzaville, Belgian and
Angolan FMs in joint statement 11 Sept called for inclusive electoral process for
credible and free vote; Congolese FM 12 Sept warned against interference by
neighbours and other partners. British experts 17 Sept delivered report of partial
audit of voting machines and recommended how to mitigate risks. Authorities
dispersed protests against voting machines organised by Struggle for Change
(LUCHA) activists 3 Sept, arresting at least 65 people in major cities, and 12 Sept
arrested seven opposition supporters campaigning against machines at Kinshasa
University. International Criminal Court 17 Sept fined Bemba €300,000 and
sentenced him to twelve additional months for witness tampering; prison term
cancelled due to time he has already served. Bemba appealed. Opposition parties
held joint rally in capital Kinshasa 29 Sept. In East, suspected members of Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF) attacked Ngadi in Beni, North Kivu province 3 Sept; killed
eighteen people including at least four soldiers in Oicha about 30km south of Beni
city 22 Sept; killed one and abducted sixteen in Oicha 24 Sept. Fighting between
army and Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda in North Kivu 4 Sept left
at least two civilians dead. In South Kivu province, Mai Mai rebel coalition took
control of Kilembwe and neighbouring areas 14 Sept, rebels pulled out and army
retook control 24 Sept.

Horn of Africa

4 &4 Djibouti Djibouti and Eritrea agreed to work toward normalising relations 6
Sept during visit of Eritrean FM Osman Saleh to Djibouti. President Guelleh met
Eritrean President Afwerki in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 17 Sept to discuss decade-old
border dispute and Eritrea’s alleged detention of Djiboutian war prisoners; Somalian
President Farmajo also attended. In case pitting govt against Emirati port operator
DP World, from which govt seized control of Doraleh port in Feb, High Court of
England and Wales 5 Sept ruled in favour of DP World. Nevertheless, govt 10 Sept
nationalised shares of state-owned company Port de Djibouti effectively taking
ownership of Doraleh container terminal. High Court in London 14 Sept extended 31
Aug injunction against govt stating that actions regarding terminal must be taken
with DP World’s consent.

4 &4 Eritrea Eritrea and Djibouti agreed to start dialogue to normalise relations 6
Sept during visit of Eritrean FM Osman Saleh in Djibouti. In further steps toward
restoring relations, Ethiopia reopened its embassy in Eritrean capital Asmara 6 Sept
and President Afwerki and Ethiopian PM Abiy celebrated opening of border crossing
at Serha-Zalambesa 11 Sept, Ethiopian New Year. In tripartite summit in Saudi city
of Jeddah 17 Sept between Eritrea, Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia, Afwerki and Abiy
signed final peace agreement ending twenty years of conflict between Eritrea and
Ethiopia.



¥ Ethiopia Ethnic violence rose in and around capital Addis Ababa in days around
return of exiled members of rebel group Oromo Liberation Front (OLF); group
fought for self-determination of ethnic Oromo people but signed reconciliation
agreement with govt in Aug. Supporters of former rebels held mass rally in Addis
Ababa to mark their return 15 Sept, some attacked non-Oromo residents, in
particular ethnic Guraghe and Gamo in Burayu district. Violence 12-16 Sept affected
Addis neighbourhoods of Piassa, Merkato, Sheromeda, Ashawa Meda, Kataa, Fili
Doro and Petros; at least 28 people killed. Security services 17 Sept forcibly dispersed
crowds in Addis Ababa protesting against govt’s failure to prevent or stem violence,
killing five people. Police 24 Sept said it had arrested over 1,200 people on suspicion
of holding “illegal rallies”, burglaries and other crimes. Violence between ethnic
Gumuz and Oromos in Kamash zone of Benishangul-Gumuz region in west late Sept
reportedly left five people dead. In further steps toward restoring relations, Ethiopia
reopened its embassy in Eritrean capital Asmara 6 Sept and PM Abiy and Eritrean
President Afwerki celebrated opening of border crossing at Serha-Zalambesa 11 Sept,
Ethiopian New Year. In tripartite summit in Saudi city of Jeddah 17 Sept between
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Saudi Arabia, Abiy and Afwerki signed final peace agreement
ending twenty years of conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia.

®» Kenya In Rift Valley, longstanding tensions between ethnic Maasai and Kipsigis
(sub-group of Kalenjin) over land ownership erupted into clashes early Sept in at
least four villages in Narok county and later in Njoro area of neighbouring Nakuru
county, hundreds of police deployed to quell violence; almost three weeks of fighting
left at least ten people dead. Govt 25 Sept imposed dusk-to-dawn curfew in
Olposimoru, Narok North constituency. Military killed ten Al-Shabaab fighters in
Pandanguo, Lamu county 25 Sept.

¥ 6F Somalia Regional states severed ties with federal govt and Al-Shabaab
stepped up attacks in capital Mogadishu, raising risk that political and security
situation deteriorates further in Oct and in particular that clan tensions escalate in
Galmudug regional state. Leaders of five regional states — Galmudug, Hirshabelle,
Jubaland, Puntland and South West — met in Kismayo, Jubaland 8 Sept and
suspended relations with federal govt citing its lack of cooperation with regions,
corruption and growing insecurity. Federal govt called for talks with regional leaders.
Following talks with federal govt 18 Sept, Hirshabelle’s President Mohamed Abdi
Ware said he would cooperate with federal govt. Galmudug regional state ran into
political deadlock after MPs from Cadaado aligned with house speaker tried to
unseat state president, Ahmed Geele “Xaaf”, with no-confidence vote. 140 MPs loyal
to President “Xaaf” 18 Sept passed no-confidence motion in VP, speaker’s ally. State
President “Xaaf” 23 Sept rejected President Farmajo’s attempt to mediate standoff
and told him to “stop interfering”. In Mogadishu, Al-Shabaab carried out two suicide
bombings on offices of district commissioners: first on office of Howl-wadag district
commissioner 2 Sept killed five civilians, second in Hodan district 10 Sept killed six
people. Militants bombed vehicle of MP Mohamed Mursal 15 Sept leaving him in
critical condition. Attacks in capital 21 Sept left at least three people dead. Al-
Shabaab bombed two cars in Mogadishu 22 Sept killing one person. In response to
Al-Shabaab attack, U.S. airstrike on Mubaraak village, west of Mogadishu 11 Sept
killed two militants. Ethiopian contingent of African Union mission (AMISOM) said
its airstrike on undisclosed Al-Shabaab stronghold 15 Sept killed estimated 70
militants. Govt said its airstrike on Al-Shabaab-controlled Saakow town in Jubaland



19 Sept killed several commanders; Al-Shabaab said attacks killed three
schoolchildren. Al-Shabaab attacked Somali and U.S. forces 21 Sept about 50km
north west of Kismayo, Jubaland; in retaliation U.S. airstrike killed estimated
eighteen militants and Somali forces killed two. Security forces protecting senior
official 19 Sept, in apparent attempt to clear path for vehicle, opened fire on traffic
in Mogadishu, killing one girl; authorities arrested four people.

®» South Sudan Warring leaders signed further peace deal, but fighting continued
in several areas. President Kiir and rebel leader Riek Machar signed another peace
agreement in Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 12 Sept brokered by Sudanese President
Bashir; Revitalised Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan (R-
ARCSS) reinstates Machar as VP among other changes to executive. In line with
agreement, Kiir 27 Sept ordered govt to release of all prisoners of war. Rebels of
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-In Opposition (SPLM-IO) led by Machar 14
Sept accused govt forces of attacking their base in Lasu, near Yei in south west.
SPLM-IO rebels 24 Sept reportedly attacked govt forces escorting displaced people
in Wau state in west. UN undersecretary-general for peacekeeping operations, Jean-
Pierre Lacroix, 18 Sept said fighting between govt forces and armed opposition had
continued in former Central Equatoria state in south, former Unity state in north
and in Kopera area, Yei River state in south. Govt forces and SPLM-IO accused each
other of launching attacks against them in Liech state, formerly part of Unity state
in north 24 Sept. Govt soldier opened fire on UN convoy in Yei in south west 15 Sept,
wounding one peacekeeper.

®» Sudan To alleviate economic crisis, President Bashir 9 Sept dissolved govt and
appointed new PM, Motazz Moussa, formerly minister of irrigation and electricity;
ruling National Congress Party (NCP) said number of ministries would be reduced
from 31 to 21. Although constitution allows maximum of two presidential terms, NCP
21 Sept said it had chosen Bashir as its presidential candidate to run for third elected
term in 2020 elections. Govt 27 Sept agreed to UN proposal to deliver aid to conflict
affected Two Areas (Blue Nile and South Kordofan states). Bashir brokered new
peace deal between South Sudanese President Kiir and rebel leader Riek Machar in
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 12 Sept (see South Sudan).

®» Uganda Popular musician-turned-opposition MP Robert Kyagulanyi, known as
Bobi Wine, went to U.S. for medical treatment 1-20 Sept following his detention and
alleged torture in Aug. On arrival in Uganda, police took Kyagulanyi to police station
and from there to his home in capital Kampala. Security forces continued to crack
down on Kyagulanyi’s supporters.

Southern Africa

®» Angola Former President dos Santos 8 Sept stepped down as leader of ruling
party Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) and same day party
congress elected current President Lourenco as new leader. State prosecutor 24 Sept
said José Filomeno dos Santos, son of former president and former manager of
sovereign wealth fund, had been detained on suspicion of various economic crimes
including embezzlement and fraud.



®» Comoros Islands Govt crackdown on opposition continued following July
referendum in which large majority reportedly voted to extend presidential terms
and stop rotation of presidency between three main islands. Prosecutors 7 Sept
issued international arrest warrant against former VP Jaffar Hassani for plotting
against state; Hassani, who opposed referendum, had already left for Tanzania 3
Sept. Military police 10 Sept reportedly arrested army’s deputy chief-of-staff, who
also spoke out against reforms.

®» Lesotho PM Tom Thabane 11 Sept suspended Chief Justice Nthomeng Majara,
accusing her of inciting violence and threatening Lesotho’s stability; move comes
after Majara successfully petitioned courts to interdict Thabane from suspending her
and setting up tribunal to investigate her. Under her leadership, courts found govt
had acted unlawfully in removing constitutionally appointed head of appeal court
and appointing Kananelo Mosito in his place. International panel of judges
appointed to investigate. Opposition parties suspended their involvement in security
and constitutional reform process backed by regional bloc Southern Africa
Development Community, demanding Majara’s suspension be set aside.

®» Mozambique Alleged Islamist militants 20 Sept killed twelve people, injured
fourteen and set fire to over 50 houses in Paqueue village, Cabo Delgado province
near Tanzanian border in far north. Gunmen 20 Sept attacked military convoy near
Tanzanian border, killing one officer. Defence minister 12 Sept said demilitarisation
and reintegration of former rebel movement Renamo was going ahead “as planned”.
Policeman serving in border guard (who is also ruling party Frelimo’s first secretary
of Bairro Mpadue) 27 Sept shot and injured Renamo activist who went to police to
file complaint in Tete in west.

®» Zimbabwe Opposition continued to contest results of July presidential and
parliamentary elections as cholera epidemic broke out in urban areas. Citing cholera
outbreak govt 12 Sept declared state of emergency in capital Harare, including ban
on public gatherings. In light of ban, opposition leader Nelson Chamisa 14 Sept
postponed mock inauguration ceremony scheduled for 15 Sept; spokesperson for
Chamisa’s Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) accused govt of “abusing the
cholera epidemic for political purposes”. Security forces’ attempts to clear street
vendors from streets in Harare led to running clashes between vendors and riot
police 15-16 and 19 Sept. Opposition MPs 18 Sept walked out of parliament during
President Mnangagwa’s first address since election. At UN General Assembly in New
York 26 Sept Mnangagwa called for end to “illegal” sanctions against him and those
close to him, described environment before and after elections as “exceptionally
peaceful” and reiterated commitment to democracy and constitutionalism.

West Africa

¥ Burkina Faso Attacks on security forces and civilians intensified in south east
and continued in north and west. In Komonjari province, East region, unidentified
militants simultaneously attacked ranger station in Tankoalou, town hall and
District Commissioner’s office in Bartiebougou and District Commissioner’s home
in Foutouri 6 Sept; attacked three primary schools in Tankoalou, Foutouri commune
9 Sept; and reportedly took control of some rural areas of Komonjari province 9 Sept.



In Kompienga province, East region, military vehicle 5 Sept detonated explosive
device in Kabonga forest, two soldiers killed; unidentified gunmen 14-15 Sept
simultaneously attacked Diabiga and Kompienbiga villages, killing eight civilians,
including Muslim religious leader. In Gourma province, East region, unidentified
gunmen killed former municipal councillor in Nassougou village 9 Sept, and attacked
ranger station 13 Sept. President Kaboré 8 Sept announced new military operations
to tackle insecurity in East region and military carried out airstrikes and ground
operations there 14-15 Sept. In North region, unidentified assailants abducted three
people, including two foreigners, working at Inata mine, Soum province 23 Sept;
three gendarmes searching for them killed in ambush near Inata same day. In Sahel
region, eight soldiers killed when their vehicle hit mine between Baraboulé and
Djibo, Soum province 26 Sept. In west, civilian community-defence groups —
Koglweogo and local Dozo hunters of Dogon ethnic group — reportedly clashed 12
Sept in Kouéré, Hauts-Bassins region, reportedly after alleged Dozo tried to destroy
Koglweogo base, four people killed. In South West region, security forces 1 Sept
repelled attack on police station in Galgouli, no casualties reported. In trial of 84
people accused of planning 2015 attempted coup, four civilian defendants 3 Sept
appealed to Disciplinary Judiciary Council claiming transcript used by prosecuting
authorities had been falsified; case transferred to military court. Following call by
opposition and civil society, thousands demonstrated in capital Ouagadougou 29
Sept against growing insecurity.

®» Cote d’Ivoire Political repositioning ahead of 2020 presidential election
continued. Tensions deepened within former President Henri Konan Bédié’s
Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire (PDCI) following party’s withdrawal from ruling
coalition Rally of Houphouétists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP) early Aug: party
split between those for and against proposed merger of PDCI and other coalition
member President Ouattara’s Rally of Republicans (RDR). Electoral commission 11
Sept released lists of candidates for municipal and regional elections scheduled for
13 Oct, with some PDCI candidates also on RHDP list. After promising in early Aug
to reconsider contested composition of electoral commission, President Ouattara
early Sept said reform would not happen before upcoming elections. Opposition
party Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) of Pascal Affi N'Guessan denounced Ouattara’s
decision as violation of Nov 2016 ruling by African Court on Human and Peoples’
Rights which obliged govt to reform commission’s membership and said it would
boycott Oct elections. Opposition platform Together for Democracy and Sovereignty
(EDS) 15 Sept demonstrated in Abidjan against postponement of electoral
commission reform.

®» Guinea Eight members of Constitutional Court 9 Sept announced dismissal of
its president Keléfa Sall reportedly over political disagreements, but legality of
decision unclear; civil society and opposition supporters 19 Sept demonstrated in
capital Conakry against what they saw as a “putsch”.

®» Guinea-Bissau Electoral commission 8 Sept said legislative elections
scheduled for 18 Nov should be postponed due to delays in organising vote, while
regional bloc Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) called on
country to organise vote as planned. Census of voters started 20 Sept one month late.

®» Liberia Fifteen people, including former Central Bank Governor Milton Weeks
and son of former President Sirleaf, banned from leaving country 19 Sept as part of



investigation into disappearance of $104mn intended for central bank. Thousands
24 Sept protested in capital Monrovia to demand thieves return money.

®» Mali Attacks on civilians and security forces continued in north and east as
intercommunal violence persisted in centre. Following his election victory in Aug,
President Keita was sworn in for second five-year term 4 Sept and next day he
reappointed PM Maiga. New cabinet of 32 members formed 9 Sept. Supporters of
main opposition candidate Soumaila Cissé continued to organise protests to
denounce alleged electoral fraud every Saturday in capital Bamako and other major
cities. Govt 13 Sept postponed until Nov legislative elections initially planned for Oct,
citing delays in registering candidates. Head of UN mission (MINUSMA) 19 Sept said
UN Security Council recommended that signatories to 2015 Algiers peace agreement
sign new “pact for peace” committing to speed up implementation. In north,
unidentified gunmen 22 Sept killed two traditional chiefs in Kidal city. About forty
unidentified gunmen 30 Sept attacked Amalaoulaou village near Ansongo, Gao
region, killing at least 22 civilians. Army convoy 30 Sept fell into ambush near Gossi,
Timbuktu region in north, at least one soldier killed. In Ménaka region in east,
unidentified assailants 4 Sept shelled MINUSMA camp, one peacekeeper wounded.
In centre, intercommunal violence continued, particularly in districts of Koro,
Bandiagara, Bankass and Douentza. Notably, ethnic Dogon militias 8 Sept stormed
ethnic Fulani village in Koro district killing nine residents, reportedly in retaliation
for attack on Dogon village by Fulani militia 27 Aug. Unidentified gunmen 25 Sept
raided remote Inekar village, 27 Tuareg civilians reportedly killed. Official 28 Sept
said headquarters of G5 Sahel joint counter-terrorism force moved to capital
Bamako from central town of Sévaré following deadly June bomb attack.

®» Niger Opposition and civil society continued to criticise President Issoufou for
his alleged growing authoritarianism. Independent judges’ union Syndicat
Autonome des Magistrats du Niger 6 Sept condemned what they saw as govt’s efforts
to erode power of judiciary. Thousands demonstrated in capital Niamey 9 Sept
against 2018 and 2019 finance laws. Govt mid-Sept extended for three months state
of emergency in Diffa region in south east and in Tillabery and Tahoua regions in
west. Unidentified individuals kidnapped two women in Gueskerou, Diffa region 3
Sept; women reportedly released in exchange for ransom 13 Sept. Unidentified
assailants kidnapped Italian priest 17 Sept near Torodi, Tillabery region, close to
border with Burkina Faso. New York Times 9 Sept revealed existence of unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) base at Dirkou, Agadez region in north reportedly run by U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency; U.S. Department of Defense runs two UAV bases, in
Niamey and Agadez.

®» Nigeria Boko Haram (BH) continued attacks on civilians and military in Borno
state in north east, while herder-farmer violence remained relatively low in centre
and violence related to cattle rustling and banditry continued in north west. In Borno
state, suspected insurgents from BH’s Islamic State (ISIS)-affiliated faction, Islamic
State West Africa Province (ISWAP), 7-8 Sept stormed Gudumbali town, sacked
army base and held town briefly before military pushed them back, several civilians
reportedly killed; army and air force 12 Sept repelled BH attack on military base in
Damasak town; BH 14 Sept attacked Modu Ajiri and Bulama Kayiri villages, killing
eight civilians; air force 16 Sept repelled BH attack on military bases at Gudumbali
and Damasak; troops same day repelled BH ambush on military convoy along



Konduga-Bama road, three insurgents killed; BH 19 Sept attacked villages of Kalari
Abdiye and Amarwa, killing at least nine villagers; troops 26 Sept repelled BH attack
on army base in Garshigar town, killing four insurgents. International Committee of
the Red Cross 17 Sept said BH had killed one of three female aid workers abducted 1
March. Soldier killed colleague and injured several before committing suicide in
Borno state 19 Sept; soldier 23 Sept opened fire at military facility in Abuja, killing
colleague and injuring another before killing himself. BH militants 277 Sept killed one
of their own commanders over his alleged plan to surrender and hand over 300
hostages to military. In centre, herder-farmer violence remained relatively low: in
Plateau state, gunmen 2 Sept attacked two villages in Jos South area, eleven villagers
killed; army 8 Sept said three soldiers were killed in Barkin Ladi area; in Taraba
state, gunmen 6 Sept ambushed and killed three policemen and two vigilantes
responding to distress call from Bujum Kasuwan village; in Adamawa state
suspected Fulani herders 13 Sept reportedly attacked five villages, over fifty killed.
Violence related to cattle rustling and banditry continued in north west, particularly
Zamfara state. Notably, armed men 13 Sept killed eleven people at cinema in
Badarawa village; authorities said perpetrators were bandits. In Niger Delta,
tensions rose 5 Sept after police raided Abuja home of leader of Pan-Niger Delta
Forum, in search of illegal arms. Police found none, apologised and said raid was
unauthorised; nevertheless a coalition of Niger Delta agitators said they had called
off their ceasefire and would resume attacks on oil installations. Electoral
commission 23 Sept declared governorship election previous day in Osun state
inconclusive due to small margin between two major parties All Progressives
Congress (APC) and People’s Democratic Party (PDP); commission declared APC
winner after 27 Sept rerun in seven polling units, but observers said exercise was
marred by violence and other interference. Ruling party 28 Sept nominated
President Buhari as its candidate for 2019 election.

®» Togo Electoral commission 18 Sept announced referendum on constitutional
reforms would take place 16 Dec, without specifying reforms, and legislative and
local elections scheduled for 20 Dec. Former MP 24 Sept went on hunger strike,
calling for release of opposition supporters arrested during 2017 protests against
govt.



