
 

Africa 

Central Africa 

 Burundi   Inauguration of President-elect Ndayishimiye was fast-

tracked following sudden death of incumbent President Nkurunziza, 

opposition continued to suffer repression from ruling party’s youth 

wing, and relations with Rwanda remained tense. Constitutional Court 4 

June rejected presidential election runner-up Agathon Rwasa’s May appeal against 

provisional results and confirmed ruling party CNDD-FDD candidate Evariste 

Ndayishimiye as winner. Rwasa next day accepted decision and said he would not 

bring case before East African Community’s Court of Justice. With new president 

due to take office in Aug, death of President Nkurunziza 8 June created power 

vacuum. While some within CNDD-FDD called for National Assembly President 

Pascal Nyabenda to become interim president as foreseen by Constitution, govt 11 

June asked Constitutional Court for guidance; Court next day ruled that President-

elect Ndayishimiye should be sworn in immediately. In inauguration speech in 

capital Gitega 18 June, Ndayishimiye promised to carry on legacy of his predecessor. 

In session boycotted by opposition, National Assembly 23 June approved 

nomination of Alain-Guillaume Bunyoni as PM and Prosper Bazombanza as VP; 

Ndayishimiye 28 June appointed cabinet of 15 ministers dominated by regime 

hardliners; both Bunyoni and Interior Minister Gervais Ndirakobuca under 

international sanctions for alleged involvement in political repression and violence 

against civilians since 2015. Meanwhile, CNDD-FDD youth wing Imbonerakure 

continued to repress members of Rwasa’s National Congress for Freedom (CNL) 

party. Notably, Imbonerakure 10 June reportedly captured three CNL members 

whom they accused of celebrating Nkurunziza’s death in Citiboke province. Although 

Rwandan President Kagame congratulated Ndayishimiye for electoral victory 6 June 

and offered condolences over Nkurunziza’s death 10 June, reportedly his first public 

statements on Burundi since 2015, Burundi-Rwanda relations remained tense. 

Rwandan Defence Ministry 27 June said around 100 armed men from Burundi, some 

equipped with Burundian army material, attacked Rwandan Defence Forces in 

Ruheru sector near Burundian border; Burundi govt same day rejected accusation 

(see also Rwanda). 

 Cameroon   Violence continued in Anglophone North West and 

South West regions, while jihadists launched further attacks in Far 

North despite counter-insurgency operations. In North West, tit-for-tat 

attacks between security forces and suspected Anglophone separatists continued. 

Notably, govt forces 3 June killed four separatists in Ndop town; suspected 

separatists 5 and 7 June killed gendarmerie commander and local official in Njikwa 

and Mbengwi towns; govt forces killed 11 suspected separatists in Mbokam town 12 

June and 24 others in Bali, Widikum and Jakiri towns 11-15 June and raided Ngarum 

village 16-17 June, reportedly killing five civilians; separatists and soldiers 29 June 

clashed in Ndu area, seven killed including civilians. In South West, separatists and 

govt forces accused each other of 10 June killing of five civilians in Eshobi village; 

army 19 June reportedly killed separatist leader “General Obi” in Ashum village, 

Mamfe area. UN 4 June condemned “significant increase” in attacks on 



humanitarian and health workers in Anglophone regions over last two months. After 

military 5 June admitted Anglophone journalist Samuel Wazizi, who went missing 

after his arrest by police in South West’s capital Buea in mid-2019, died in custody, 

ten local and international NGOs 9 June called for independent investigation. 

Violence persisted in Far North. Jihadists 2 June killed civilian in Djibrilli village, 

Mayo-Tsanaga department. Security forces next day killed jihadist and arrested 

another in Kolofata town, Mayo-Sava department; 5 June repelled jihadist attack on 

Sagme village, Logone-et-Chari department, killing four; and 12 June reportedly 

launched missiles at Boko Haram (BH) splinter group Islamic State West Africa 

Province combatants in Nigerian border town of Dambore, death toll unknown. 

Authorities 23 June said suspected BH abducted at least 16 villagers previous day 

near Kolofata town. International Organization for Migration 1 July reported 400 

civilians forced to flee Cheripouri locality, Kolofata area 24-28 June following attacks 

by armed groups. Following non-fatal skirmishes between Cameroon and Equatorial 

Guinea armies around border town of Kye-Ossi in May and June, defence ministers 

from both countries 29-30 June met in capital Yaoundé to discuss border tensions. 

 Central African Republic   Armed groups violence decreased in 

north east but intensified in west, while attacks on NGOs increased in 

centre. In north east, attacks by armed groups eased following late May-early June 

joint operation by UN mission (MINUSCA) and armed forces around Bamingui-

Bangoran prefecture’s capital Ndélé and govt 5 June deployment of police forces to 

support troops in area. Prominent Sudanese Janjaweed militia leader Ali Kushayb, 

under International Criminal Court (ICC) arrest warrant for 15 years, reportedly 

surrendered to CAR authorities in north-eastern Vakaga prefecture’s capital Birao 7 

June and was transferred to ICC next day. Violence increased in west after armed 

group Return, Restitution and Rehabilitation (3R) 5 June suspended participation 

in Feb 2019 peace agreement. 3R elements 9 June launched several attacks in Nana-

Mambéré prefecture, notably against base of special mixed security units – 

comprising demobilised armed group members and soldiers – near city of Bouar, 

national army-UN checkpoint in Pougol village, and security forces outside Baoro 

village, reportedly leaving several injured. 3R leader Sidiki Abbas 11 June denied 

attacks and accused govt of “orchestrating chaos to justify postponement of 

[presidential and legislative] elections scheduled for Dec”. After MINUSCA and 

military 17 June launched joint counter-offensive in Nana-Mambéré prefecture, 3R 

elements 21 June allegedly ambushed joint MINUSCA and national army convoy 

near Besson town, killing five soldiers. MINUSCA and 3R reportedly clashed 29-30 

June in Koui locality, Ouham-Pendé prefecture, death toll unknown. In centre north, 

NGOs 25 May-8 June suffered multiple attacks between Batangafo town in Ouham 

prefecture and Kaga-Bandoro town in Nana-Gribizi prefecture. In centre, anti-

Balaka Ayoloma group 3-16 June carried out at least ten attacks on NGOs and UN 

vehicles on Grimari-Sibut axis in Ouaka and Kemo prefectures. Also in centre, armed 

group Patriotic Movement for Central Africa 11 June kidnapped several Fulani 

herders and stole livestock in Kemo prefecture. Constitutional Court 5 June rejected 

govt’s project to amend Constitution to enable extension of President Touadéra and 

MPs’ terms in case Dec elections are postponed due to COVID-19.  

 Chad   Violence broke out in Tibesti province in north and 

parliamentary elections planned for Dec were postponed to April 2021 

due to COVID-19. In Tibesti province near border with Libya, clashes between gold 



miners and suspected highway robbers killed ten in Suisra locality mid-month and 

14 near Zouarké locality 19 June. President Déby 9 June dismissed army General 

Moursal after he criticised management of military in open letter 4 June. Despite 

govt’s commitment to increase military efforts against jihadist groups in Liptako-

Gourma region in border area between Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger at G5 Sahel 

summit in Pau city (France) in Jan, Déby 18 June at fourth follow-up meeting of Pau 

summit said that troops will only be deployed once control over Lake Chad region 

has been restored. MPs 26 June voted to promote Déby to rank of Marshal for his 

leadership in recent operation against jihadist groups in Lake Chad basin. Electoral 

commission 8 June delayed parliamentary elections scheduled for Dec until mid-

April 2021, citing disruptions to election preparations amid COVID-19 pandemic. 

Déby 23 June gave electoral bodies one week to agree on detailed timetable for 

parliamentary, local and presidential elections. 

 DR Congo   Armed groups continued to target civilians in north-

eastern Ituri and eastern North Kivu provinces, while tensions deepened 

within ruling coalition. In Ituri’s Djugu territory, armed group Cooperative for 

Development of Congo (CODECO) launched several attacks on civilians, including 

ethnic Lendu. Notably, suspected CODECO combatants killed Lendu local official in 

town of Kpandroma 2 June, at least 16 civilians in Lendu village of Kpadinga next 

day, and at least 14 others in ethnic Hema villages of Lenga and Lodjo 10 and 17 June. 

Armed group Allied Democratic Forces continued to consolidate positions in border 

area between Ituri and North Kivu provinces, killing at least 30 civilians and four 

soldiers 4-22 June, mainly in Ituri’s Irumu territory. Kinshasa-Gombe High Court 

20 June sentenced Tshisekedi’s former chief of staff and president of Union for the 

Congolese Nation (UNC) party, Vital Kamerhe, to 20 years of forced labour for role 

in embezzlement of $50mn of public funds. Kamerhe’s lawyers 24 June appealed 

decision. In following days, Kamerhe’s supporters clashed with police in South Kivu 

province’s capital Bukavu. Amid deepening tensions within ruling coalition, 

Constitutional Court 18 June confirmed destitution, voted by Parliament late May, 

of Tshisekedi’s ally and National Assembly First Vice-President Marc Kabund; 

Deputy PM and Justice Minister Celestin Tunda wa Kasende, ally of former 

President Kabila, also briefly arrested 27 June; senior figures from Kabila’s camp, 

including PM Ilunga Ilunkamba, expressed their anger and threatened to leave 

coalition govt. Amid persistent regional tensions, Tshisekedi and Ugandan President 

Museveni 12 June agreed on new information-sharing strategy to combat armed 

groups along common border. Ituri local officials 17 June accused South Sudan 

military of at least six incursions in area since May. 

 Rwanda   Despite diplomatic overtures, Rwanda-Burundi relations 

remained tense. In reportedly his first public statements on Burundi since 

relations soured in 2015, President Kagame 6 June congratulated Burundi’s 

President-elect Ndayishimiye and 10 June offered condolences over death of 

incumbent President Nkurunziza. Relations between two countries however 

remained tense. Notably, Rwandan Defence Ministry 27 June said around 100 

armed men from Burundi, some equipped with Burundian army material, attacked 

Rwandan Defence Forces in Ruheru sector near Burundian border; Burundi govt 

same day rejected accusation (see Burundi). Following arrest of Rwandan genocide 

financier Félicien Kabuga in France in May, French Court of Appeal 3 June ordered 

Kabuga to be transferred to UN tribunal in Arusha, Tanzania within 30 days.  



Horn of Africa 

 Eritrea   Amid COVID-19 pandemic, govt accused of deliberately 

starving ethnic minority, while tensions with Yemen increased over 

disputed Hanish islands. NGO Red Sea Afar Human Rights Organisation 

(RSAHRO) 7 June called on international community to put pressure on govt to “lift 

the deliberate siege and stop the systematic starvation” of ethnic Afar in mineral-

rich Red Sea region in south east, where govt has imposed draconian COVID-19 

restrictions since April. Inside Yemen’s territorial waters, between Hanish Islands – 

most of which belong to Yemen since 1998 international arbitration – and Yemen’s 

Al-Khokha coast, Eritrean naval forces 3 June seized 15 Yemeni fishing boats and 

arrested 120 fishermen; Yemeni coast guard same day detained two Eritrean ships 

and arrested seven Eritrean soldiers attempting to alight on Greater Hanish island. 

Yemeni govt immediately urged Eritrea to stop trespassing inside its territorial 

waters and to release its fishermen; Eritrea 4 June released around 60 fishermen, in 

exchange Yemen released captured Eritrean soldiers (see Yemen). 

 Ethiopia   Killing of popular ethnic Oromo singer sparked deadly 

unrest in capital Addis Ababa and Oromia region while tensions 

heightened between federal govt and Tigray region over electoral 

calendar. In Addis Ababa, unidentified gunmen 29 June shot and killed popular 

Oromo singer and activist Hachalu Hundessa; large-scale protests erupted next day 

in Addis Ababa and across Oromia region, clashes between security forces and 

protesters left at least 52 dead on both sides; amid unrest, authorities 30 June shut 

down internet and arrested Jawar Mohammed, prominent critic of PM Abiy and 

member of opposition party Oromo Federalist Congress. Senior official of Tigray’s 

ruling Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) party Keria Ibrahim 8 June resigned 

from her post as speaker of federal parliament’s upper house, citing opposition to 

postponement of Aug general elections due to COVID-19. Upper house 10 June voted 

to extend federal and regional parliaments’ terms – set to expire in Oct – until 

elections take place; despite term extension, Tigray regional parliament 12 June 

voted to go ahead with regional elections. Electoral board 24 June said Tigray has no 

legal right to hold elections. In Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ region 

in south, regional parliament 18 June transferred power to new Sidama regional 

state following 2019 referendum for ethnic Sidama statehood. In Benishangul-

Gumuz region in north west, clashes between ethnic Amhara and Berta youth early 

June reportedly left at least four dead in Bambasi district. Fighting between police 

and local militias 4 June killed at least three in Asosa zone. In Oromia region in 

centre, armed opposition faction Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) 3 June shot and 

killed police officer in East Wellega zone; 48 suspected OLA members arrested in 

area over next few days. Talks between Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan on Grand 

Ethiopian Renaissance Dam resumed 9 June but broke down 17 June due to 

disagreements over drought mitigation, arbitration mechanism and legal status of 

final agreement; parties 26 June agreed African Union would facilitate another two 

weeks of talks (see Nile Waters).  



 Kenya   President Kenyatta continued to assert control over ruling 

party, intercommunal violence erupted in north and Al-Shabaab attacks 

persisted in north east and east. Following April purge of senators aligned to 

deputy president and deputy party leader, William Ruto, Kenyatta continued to take 

steps to sideline Ruto within ruling Jubilee Party. Notably, in party meetings that 

Kenyatta chaired, 18 Ruto-aligned MPs removed from key positions in National 

Assembly 2 June, and National Assembly majority leader ousted 22 June. Kenya’s 

2020-2021 budget presented by Finance Ministry 11 June also revealed cut of over 

40% to Ruto’s budget allocation, and Jubilee Party 17 June signed cooperation 

agreements with Wiper Democratic Movement–Kenya and Chama Cha Mashinani 

parties to work together ahead of next general elections in further attempt to 

consolidate position against Ruto. In border area between Marsabit and Wajir 

counties in north, clashes between ethnic Borana and Degodia early to mid-June 

reportedly left at least 13 dead. In Mandera county in north east, Al-Shabaab raid 14 

June left one police reservist and two militants dead in Warankara village. Security 

forces late June arrested two Al-Shabaab militants near border with Somalia. In 

Garissa county in east, Al-Shabaab night of 23-24 June set fire to several shops in 

Ijara town. Police brutality in context of COVID-19 continued: in capital Nairobi, 

police 1 June reportedly shot and killed homeless man for violating curfew, some 

300 protesters that night took to streets to voice outrage; in western city of Lesos, 

police 25 June killed three in clashes with protesters denouncing arrest of taxi driver 

for flouting COVID-19 restrictions. UN General Assembly 18 June elected Kenya as 

non-permanent member of UN Security Council for two years (2021-2023). 

 Nile Waters   Talks between Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan over filling 

and operation of Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) on Blue 

Nile river resumed but soon faltered. Following tripartite commitment in May 

to revive talks after months-long hiatus, Egyptian, Ethiopian and Sudanese water 

ministers 9 June began new round of negotiations. Talks however broke down 17 

June over lack of consensus on mechanism for resolving disputes and minimum 

downstream flows in cases of drought, as well as legal status of final agreement. 

Sudan immediately suggested negotiations be pursued at heads-of-state level to 

break deadlock, for which Egypt next day blamed Ethiopia. Ethiopia 19 June 

reiterated it would start filling GERD’s reservoir in July with or without agreement, 

prompting Egypt same day and Sudan few days later to call on UN Security Council 

(UNSC) to intervene. Egyptian President Sisi 20 June reiterated commitment to 

using diplomacy to resolve crisis; Sudan next day warned against escalation, urging 

further negotiations. FMs of Arab League member states 23 June warned water 

security of Egypt and Sudan is “integral part of Arab national security”, urged 

Ethiopia to refrain from filling dam’s reservoir before reaching agreement. Following 

online meeting convened by African Union 26 June, all three countries agreed to 

return to talks with view to reaching agreement within two weeks, with Addis Ababa 

holding off on filling reservoir until agreement is reached; however Ethiopian PM 

Abiy next day said country would “start filling GERD within next two weeks”. At 

UNSC meeting 29 June, Cairo said GERD posed existential threat to Egypt, warned 

of conflict if UN fails to intervene. 



 Somalia   Al-Shabaab attacks continued across country, electoral 

commission said elections could not take place as scheduled and talks 

with Somaliland resumed after five-year hiatus. In centre and south, Al-

Shabaab attacks against security forces throughout month killed at least 14 soldiers 

and three civilians in Hiraan, Lower Juba, Bay, Gedo, Middle Shabelle, and Lower 

Shabelle regions. In Lower Shabelle region, fighting between Al-Shabaab and local 

self-defence militia 18 June left at least seven dead, and unclaimed bombing 20 June 

killed at least four soldiers and civilians. Security forces 6-26 June reportedly killed 

at least 67 Al-Shabaab insurgents in counter-insurgency operations in Bakool, Lower 

Juba, Middle Juba and Hiraan regions. In Puntland in north, security forces 6 June 

shot and killed Al-Shabaab militant in Mudug region. In capital Mogadishu, Al-

Shabaab militants 7-27 June shot and killed four police officers and one local official. 

Unclaimed roadside bombing 18 June killed at least three civilians. Al-Shabaab 

suicide bombing at Turkish military base 23 June left two civilians dead. In 

Galguduud region in centre, inter-clan fighting 24-27 June reportedly left around a 

dozen dead. Following pressure from international community, federal parliament’s 

upper house, several federal member states and opposition parties, President 

Farmajo 24 June invited heads of federal member states to meeting in Mogadishu 5-

8 July to discuss modalities of parliamentary elections due by end of year and 

presidential election scheduled for 2021. Head of electoral commission 27 June 

announced that it could not organise elections on time citing “significant technical 

and security challenges”. Amid ongoing standoff with Jubaland state, federal govt 14 

June announced it would recognise state President Madobe as “interim” president 

for two-year period; Madobe immediately rejected move saying he was elected to 

four-year term. In resumption of dialogue process which broke down in 2015, 

Farmajo and Somaliland President Bihi mid-June met in Djibouti over Somaliland’s 

claim to sovereignty which Mogadishu does not recognise; in following days, both 

sides agreed to further talks and to establish subcommittees to discuss technical 

issues in July. 



 Somaliland   After five-year hiatus, President Bihi and Somalia 

President Farmajo revived talks over Somaliland’s claim to sovereignty 

which Mogadishu does not recognise, while tensions increased with 

Somalia’s Puntland state. At meeting in Djibouti under auspices of Djibouti 

President Guelleh and Ethiopian PM Abiy, Bihi and Farmajo mid-June established 

joint technical committee to resume talks over Somaliland’s claim to sovereignty 

which broke down in 2015; in following days, committee failed to make significant 

headway, but both sides agreed to form joint subcommittees to discuss technical 

issues in July. President of Somalia’s Puntland state, Said Abdullahi Deni, 15 June 

said he would reject any outcome from talks as Puntland – which has a longstanding 

territorial dispute with Somaliland over Sool, Sanaag and Ayn regions – was not 

consulted; Deni 21 June called on Somaliland to “withdraw its troops” from 

Puntland, and threatened to “use military force”. Prior to Djibouti meeting, Somalia 

FM early June accused Emirati shipping line DP World of violating Somalia’s 

sovereignty by its operations at Somaliland’s Berbera port. In response, Somaliland 

immediately urged Mogadishu to stay out of its internal affairs. In Sanaag region, 

govt early June signed peace agreement with rebel group “Xaqdoon”.  In Togdheer 

region in centre, inter-clan violence around 11 June reportedly left one dead in 

Gocondhale district. Parliament’s lower house 28 June approved two opposition 

members of National Electoral Commission, paving way to organising long-delayed 

parliamentary and local elections. In capital Hargeisa, police 25 and 27 June 

reportedly shut down two independent television stations. 



 South Sudan   In major breakthrough, President Kiir and former 

rebel leader turned VP Riek Machar reached agreement on local power-

sharing, while intercommunal violence persisted in east and centre, and 

tensions emerged within Kiir’s political base. Kiir and Machar 17 June 

reached consensus on appointment of state governors, ending three-month 

deadlock; Machar obtained appointment of governor of contested Upper Nile state 

instead of South Sudan Opposition Alliance (SSOA); SSOA to appoint governor of 

Jonglei state instead. Kiir 29 June appointed eight of ten governors; Upper Nile state 

governor not appointed despite Machar reportedly submitting nomination; SSOA 

continued to debate appointment for Jonglei state. Deputy Interior Minister Mabior 

Garang de Mabior 3 June resigned to protest stalled implementation of transitional 

security arrangements; official body monitoring unification of armed groups into 

single army 10 June warned training and cantonment sites “near collapse” over lack 

of resources and logistical support. Intercommunal violence continued in Jonglei 

state in east. Notably, suspected ethnic Murle gunmen reportedly killed ten people 

in cattle raid in Jalle area 17 June; unidentified gunmen reportedly killed 12 people 

in Makuach area 19 June. Kiir 23 June formed committee to ease tensions between 

ethnic Dinka, ethnic Lou Nuer, and ethnic Murle. Intercommunal clashes also 

persisted in centre, allegedly killing 69 in Warrap and Lakes states 25-29 June. Rebel 

group National Salvation Front (NAS), which refused to be part of Sept 2018 peace 

agreement, 3 June claimed Machar’s Sudan People’s Liberation Army-In Opposition 

had killed 15 civilians in Central Equatoria state in south 31 May. UN Mission in 

South Sudan 9 June and EU 11 June called on govt and NAS to abide by truce 

brokered in Jan. Tensions mounted within Kiir’s political base. relative of Kiir 3 June 

killed four civilians in clash over land dispute in capital Juba, sparking intra-Dinka 

tensions and prompting some 1,000 residents to take to streets same day; govt next 

day established investigative committee. Former political prisoner Kerbino Wol 

Agok, member of Kiir’s Dinka ethnic group, 5 June announced creation of new rebel 

group “7th of Oct Movement”; govt forces 14 June killed Agok during military 

operation in Lakes state, sparking public outcry.  



 Sudan   Peace talks between transitional govt and rebel groups 

suffered new delays and security forces reportedly repelled cross-border 

attack by Ethiopian troops. After govt and rebel coalition Sudanese 

Revolutionary Front (SRF) failed to meet self-imposed 20 June deadline to reach 

comprehensive peace deal despite “significant progress”, representatives of SRF 

groups and South Sudanese mediation team 25 June arrived in capital Khartoum to 

hold face-to-face talks with govt in bid to narrow differences on outstanding issues. 

Faction of rebel group Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North led by Abdelaziz 

al-Hilu 17 June resumed talks with govt following months-long absence from peace 

negotiations. Following spate of cross-border clashes in recent months and with 

negotiations over Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) at an advanced stage, 

Mohamed Hamdan “Hemedti”, head of paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 

and deputy head of Sovereign Council 17 June met Ethiopian PM Abiy in Ethiopian 

capital Addis Ababa. Security forces 22 June said they had repelled cross-border 

attack by Ethiopian troops on Anfal military base in Al-Qadarif state previous day, 

inflicting “heavy casualties”; following incident, Khartoum and Addis Ababa 

reportedly agreed to continue dialogue and exercise restraint. Tens of thousands 30 

June took to streets across country to demand greater civilian rule in transition, one 

protester reportedly killed. New round of talks with Egypt and Ethiopia over filling 

and operation of GERD on Blue Nile river started 9 June but faltered 17 June; 

negotiations resumed 26 June (see Nile Waters). International Criminal Court 9 

June said former Popular Defence Forces and Janjaweed militia leader Ali Kushayb, 

sought for alleged war crimes in Darfur in 2003-2004, had surrendered in Central 

African Republic 7 June; Kushayb transferred to The Hague next day. UN Security 

Council 3 June created UN assistance mission in Sudan (UNITAMS) to support 

country’s transition; next day extended mandate of UN-African Union mission in 

Darfur (UNAMID) until end of year. At Berlin Sudan Partnership Conference 25 

June, foreign donors pledged $1.8bn to support transition. 

 Tanzania   Authorities continued to restrict civil and political rights 

and harass opposition ahead of general elections, while President 

Magufuli further downplayed risk posed by COVID-19. Unidentified 

assailants 8 June assaulted chairman of main opposition party Chadema Freeman 

Mbowe in capital Dodoma, reportedly breaking his leg; Chadema immediately 

alleged attack was politically motivated. Parliament 10 June passed bill granting 

leaders of executive, legislative, and judiciary immunity from prosecution for any 

actions undertaken while in office, also restricting  to those “affected personally” 

eligibility for challenging laws that violate constitution’s bill of rights, in effect 

banning public interest litigation by preventing rights groups to file cases on behalf 

of victims; move sparked outcry from opposition and coalition of over 200 civil 

society organisations, who said bill violated constitutional rights. Magufuli 16 June 

dissolved Parliament as required by constitution ahead of general elections 

scheduled for Oct, next day said he would seek re-election. Police 23 June arrested 

leader of opposition Alliance for Change and Transparency (ATC) Zitto Kabwe and 

at least seven other ATC members for holding “unlawful assembly” in Kilwa district 

in south; court next day released Kabwe and all others on bail. Amid absence of 

official figures on spread of COVID-19 in country since April, universities and high 

schools reopened 1 June, and schools 29 June. Tanzania and Kenya 17 June reached 

agreement on implementation of COVID-19 testing for cargo drivers after drivers 

from both countries remained stranded at Namanga border crossing for weeks. 



 Uganda   Amid COVID-19 pandemic, authorities restricted 

campaigning activities ahead of general elections scheduled for early 

2021. Musician-turned-opposition leader Bobi Wine and former president of 

opposition Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) party Kizza Besigye 15 June 

announced alliance to unseat incumbent President Museveni in 2021 general 

elections. Electoral commission next day said elections would be held between 10 

Jan and 8 Feb and banned campaign rallies amid COVID-19 pandemic, directing 

candidates to campaign online and through media; opposition denounced measure, 

which it claimed will favour ruling party. Wine 24 June said he would hold public 

rallies despite ban; former intelligence chief and Security Minister Henry 

Tumukunde, who said he would run for president in 2021, 25 June called for 

elections to be postponed, and opposition Conservative Party led by John Lukyamuz 

same day threatened to boycott them. Police 1 June detained FDC MPs Gilbert 

Olanya and Odonga Otto in Gulu town for allegedly mobilising protesters to demand 

closure of Elegu border post with South Sudan over rise in COVID-19 cases in border 

region; Olanya and Otto released on police bond next day. Museveni 22 June 

extended COVID-19 lockdown into July. 

Southern Africa 

 Malawi   Opposition candidate won rerun of 2019 presidential 

election. Following 23 June presidential election rerun, incumbent President 

Mutharika’s Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) next day accused opposition 

Malawi Congress Party (MCP) of intimidating its supporters in opposition 

strongholds during vote, said it had lodged complaint with electoral commission. 

Electoral commission 27 June announced victory of Lazarus Chakwera, leader of 

Tonse Alliance – electoral coalition of opposition parties United Transformation 

Movement (UTM) and MCP – with 58.57% of vote; Chakwera next day sworn in. 

Ahead of poll, Mutharika 7 June appointed High Court judge Chifundo Kachale as 

new electoral commission chairperson; 12 June put Chief Justice Andrew Nyirenda 

on leave pending retirement in retaliatory move after he presided over Supreme 

Court of Appeal’s May decision confirming rerun of disputed 2019 election. NGO 

Human Rights Defenders Coalition, Malawi Law Society and Association of 

Magistrates 13 June filed appeal against Nyirenda’s forced retirement with High 

Court, which suspended Mutharika’s decision next day. Hundreds of lawyers 17 June 

took to streets in capital Lilongwe and Blantyre, Zomba and Mzuzu cities to protest 

against govt interference with judiciary. VP and UTM leader Saulos Chilima 10 June 

filed complaint with International Criminal Court against Mutharika and Inspector 

General of Police Duncan Mwapasa for alleged crimes committed in 2018-2020. 

 Mozambique   Jihadist violence continued in far north, while 

demobilisation of troops from former rebel group, now opposition party 

Renamo, resumed in centre amid continued tensions between govt and 

armed dissident faction of Renamo. In Cabo Delgado province in far north, 

suspected Islamist militants launched at least 24 attacks against civilians and 

security forces throughout month, killing at least 54 civilians. Notably, in Macomia 

district, militants killed 17 civilians 9 June, and 15 others next three days. In 

Mocimboa da Praia district, insurgents killed four civilians in Malinde village 14 

June and three others in Chimbanga village 17 June. Several attacks also reported in 



Meluco and Quissanga districts. Security forces along with foreign private security 

contractors continued counter-insurgency operations, notably driving militants out 

of Narere village, Mocimboa da Praia district 9 June; security forces killed at least 24 

insurgents in operations that day, and allegedly executed another 13 after capturing 

them. Security forces launched counter-offensive after Islamic State (ISIS) 27 June 

attacked Mocimboa da Praia town, ten soldiers and at least seven assailants 

reportedly killed in clashes. Demobilisation and disarmament of Renamo forces 

resumed 4 June. UN Special Envoy for Mozambique Mirko Manzoni 13 June 

announced first base had been dismantled in Dondo district, Sofala province in 

centre, ending months-long hiatus as Aug deadline to dismantle all Renamo bases 

nears. Mariano Nhongo, leader of Renamo dissident faction which calls itself 

Renamo Military Junta, immediately declared resumption of process “null and 

void”; Manzoni 5 June said he was willing to meet with Nhongo to negotiate peace 

deal, 19 June said attempts to negotiate had failed. Suspected Renamo Military Junta 

28 June attacked civilian bus near Inchope locality, Manica province, killing 11-year-

old boy. Court in Gaza province 18 June sentenced six police officers to between three 

and 24 years in prison for involvement in killing of prominent rights activist and 

election observer Anastacio Matavele before Oct 2019 presidential election.  

 Zimbabwe   Authorities continued to use judicial process to 

suppress main opposition party, which remained divided over dispute 

for leadership. Amid rumours on social media of impending military coup against 

President Mnangagwa early June, which govt denied, National Security Council 10 

June accused allies of deceased former President Mugabe and some opposition 

figures of stirring unrest. Meanwhile, main opposition party Movement for 

Democratic Change (MDC) leaders Nelson Chamisa and Thokozani Khupe 

continued to vie for control of party. Supporters of faction led by Khupe with support 

from security forces 4 June seized party’s offices in capital Harare; police next day 

cordoned off building, arrested Chamisa’s faction VP Tendai Biti and four other MDC 

officials who attempted to enter premises. Law Society of Zimbabwe and Zimbabwe 

Lawyers for Human Rights 8 June expressed concern over recent arrest of seven 

lawyers on charges of defeating or obstructing course of justice. Police 10 June 

arrested MDC MP Joana Mamombe and two MDC female youth leaders for allegedly 

“fabricating evidence” of their reported abduction and sexual assault by security 

forces in May; Mnangagwa same day accused women of taking part in coordinated 

foreign-backed plan to spark unrest; High Court 26 June granted them bail. Amid 

growing COVID-19 outbreak, security forces 2 June tightened COVID-19 lockdown 

in Harare; police 4-5 June arrested over 1,300 people countrywide for reportedly 

violating COVID-19 restrictions. Police 19 June also arrested Health Minister 

Obadiah Moyo over allegations of corruption in govt procurement of COVID-19 tests 

and equipment; court next day released Moyo on bail.  

  



Sahel 

 Burkina Faso   Amid ongoing jihadist violence in north and east, 

security forces, self-defence militias and volunteers fighting alongside 

security forces were accused of killing civilians, notably ethnic Fulanis, 

whom they accuse of supporting jihadists. Violence continued in Sahel 

region’s Soum province (north). IED attack 6 June killed two soldiers in Pobé-

Mengao area. Troops 9 June repelled jihadist attack on Kelbo military camp, killing 

12 militants; one soldier also killed. Volunteers fighting alongside security forces 12 

June killed Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) middle-rank officer in 

Arbinda town; next day reportedly killed five civilians in Djibo town, whom they 

accused of supporting jihadists. In North region’s Loroum province, unidentified 

assailants 26 June reportedly ambushed security forces convoy on Sollé-Ingané axis 

killing six; IED next day killed three civilians in same area. In Centre-North region, 

security forces and Koglweogo community defence group 15 June reportedly killed 

six civilians in Kaya city, Sanmatenga province. In East region, tit-for-tat attacks 

continued between jihadist groups and civilians on one hand, and Koglweogo or 

volunteers on the other. Suspected jihadist militants 5 June killed six suspected 

Koglweogo in Nagare market, Gnagna province; Koglweogo next day reportedly 

killed unspecified number of Fulani civilians in neighbouring locality. Volunteers 

fighting alongside security forces 7 June reportedly killed two Fulani civilians 

accused of supporting jihadists in Tanwalbougou locality, Gourma province. 

Suspected jihadists 13 June ambushed and killed two volunteers fighting alongside 

security forces in Liamou village, Gourma province, allegedly in retaliation for 

exactions against civilians committed days earlier by volunteers and Koglweogo in 

area. Hundreds of mostly Fulani local notables and civil society activists same day 

protested in Fada N’Gourma city against stigmatisation of their community. Locals 

mid-June accused security forces of arbitrarily arresting and killing three herders in 

Koalou locality, Kompienga province 15 June. Meanwhile, infighting between 

ISWAP and Group to Support Islam and Muslims (JNIM) militants continued to 

extend eastward from Sahel region in north into East region, with clashes reported 

late May-early June in Seno and Yagha provinces in Sahel, and Kompienga province 

in East.  

 Mali   Political crisis escalated after tens of thousands demonstrated 

against President Keïta; meanwhile authorities faced new allegations of 

extrajudicial killings amid persistent jihadist and intercommunal 

violence in centre and north. In capital Bamako, tens of thousands took to 

streets 5 and 19 June to call on Keïta to step down, citing worsening insecurity, 

failure to secure release of opposition leader Soumaïla Cissé abducted in north in 

March, and controversial annulment of parts of legislative elections’ results by 

Constitutional Court in April; protests followed calls by coalition of opposition and 

civil society groups led by prominent religious leader Imam Mahmoud Dicko. Keïta 

11 June reappointed PM Boubou Cissé after he resigned same day, 16 June promised 

to open consultations on Constitutional Court’s decision and form unity govt; 

opposition immediately rejected latter proposal. Regional bloc West African 

Economic Community (ECOWAS) 18 June sent high-level delegation to mediate 

dispute, and 20 June called for formation of unity govt and partial rerun of legislative 

elections. In Mopti region in centre, army faced new accusations of extrajudicial 



killings. Ethnic Fulani association 6 June said soldiers killed at least 14 civilians in 

village of Niangassadiou, Douentza circle 3 June, and 26 others in village of 

Binédama, Koro circle 5 June. Govt 7 June announced investigation. Meanwhile in 

Mopti, jihadist violence continued. IED 7 June killed at least eight civilians on 

Dianwely-Douentza axis. Suspected jihadists 27 June attacked military in village of 

Dinangourou near Burkina Faso border, killing at least two soldiers. In neighbouring 

Ségou region, suspected jihadists 14 June ambushed military patrol near Bouka 

Wéré locality, killing at least 24 soldiers. In north, French forces 3 June killed leader 

of al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) Abdelmalik Droukdal in operation in 

Talhandak, Kidal region near border with Algeria; French Barkhane forces same day 

killed several suspected jihadists near Ouatagouna town, Gao region. Meanwhile, 

suspected jihadists 13 June attacked UN mission (MINUSMA) convoy near Tarkint 

village, also Gao region, killing two peacekeepers.  

 Niger   Jihadist attacks persisted in south west near border with 

Mali and Burkina Faso, while govt faced new accusations of extrajudicial 

killings. In south west, suspected jihadists 4 June attacked Intikane refugee camp 

near border with Mali in Tahoua region, killing three local leaders and forcing 

thousands to flee; 24 June abducted ten humanitarian workers in village of Bossey 

Bangou near border with Burkina Faso in Tillabery region. Meanwhile, security 

forces continued to be accused of extrajudicial killings: NGO Amnesty International, 

corroborating earlier reports, 10 June said security forces killed 102 civilians in 

Inates area, Tillabery region 27 March-2 April; NGO Human Right Watch 12 June 

accused govt forces of killing two unarmed men in 11 May operation in Diffa region 

in south east. Misappropriation of defence funds involving senior state officials, first 

revealed in Feb, continued to spark controversy. After govt audit of 2017-2019 

military contracts late May concluded state had lost $120mn through inflated costs 

of equipment or materiel that was charged but never delivered, four opposition 

parties 16 June accused govt of considering out-of-court settlement with suppliers 

involved in embezzlement scheme. Humanitarian agencies early June reported 

authorities projected that number of children suffering from severe malnutrition 

would rise by as much as 30% in 2020 due to impact of COVID-19 on food security 

and access to health services. 

  



West Africa 

 Côte d’Ivoire   Jihadist group launched deadliest attack in country 

since 2016, and preparation for presidential election planned for Oct 

continued. Suspected Katiba Macina militants 11 June attacked army and 

gendarmerie post in Kafolo village near border with Burkina Faso in north, 

reportedly killing 12 soldiers, one assailant also killed; attack believed to be 

retaliation for Burkina Faso-Côte d’Ivoire joint counter-insurgency operation in 

border area in May. Govt next day promised response “commensurate to the attack”; 

22 June said several people involved in attack, including group leader, arrested 

previous day. In north west, suspected gold diggers also 11 June opened fire on army 

outpost near locality of Gbéya, wounding two soldiers. Political manoeuvring 

continued ahead of presidential election. In joint statement published 3 June, former 

President Gbabgo’s Popular Ivorian Front (FPI) faction and former President Bédié’s 

Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) called on their militants to collaborate 

ahead of poll; amid ongoing power struggle within FPI, party president Pascal Affi 

N’Guessan 8 June however rejected move, said he had not been consulted. Doubts 

persisted over PM and ruling party Rally of Houphouëtists for Democracy and Peace 

presidential candidate Amadou Gon Coulibaly’s capacity to campaign given his 

hospitalisation in France in past two months. Bédié 20 June announced his 

candidacy to PDCI’s nomination, due in late July. Amid surge in reported COVID-19 

cases, govt mid-month reintroduced some restrictions, including prohibition of 

gatherings of over 50 people in economic capital Abidjan, and extended closure of 

borders and state of emergency until end of month.  

 Guinea   Opposition stepped up pressure on President Condé ahead 

of presidential election, notably over allegations govt altered text of draft 

constitution after putting it to referendum in March. Coalition of opposition 

parties and civil society groups National Front for the Defence of the Constitution 

(FNDC) 2 June filed complaint with regional bloc West African Economic 

Community (ECOWAS) against govt’s attempt to amend electoral code through new 

electoral bill; however, Parliament 18 June started to discuss bill. After lawyer late 

May revealed significant differences between text of draft constitution subjected to 

referendum in March and constitution enacted by Condé in April, opposition and 

civil society early June accused govt of forgery; notably, enacted text stipulates that 

all election candidates must belong to political party (while draft implied possibility 

of independent bids), and that state-controlled Supreme Council of the Judiciary will 

appoint Constitutional Court judges (instead of more independent Association of the 

Magistrates, as foreseen in initial draft). Constitutional Court 12 June rejected 

request submitted 4 June by group of 15 MPs to suspend constitution; opposition 

immediately threatened to bring case before ECOWAS. FNDC 15 June announced 

resumption of anti-govt protests – suspended due to COVID-19 – 8 July. Under 

pressure, Condé 19 June sacked Justice Minister Mamadou Lamine Fofana.  

Electoral commission same day proposed to hold presidential election 18 Oct. Amid 

COVID-19 pandemic, Condé 10 June denied reports on failing health; Parliament 

mid-June extended COVID-19 state of emergency for one month.  

  



 Guinea-Bissau   President Embaló secured majority in Parliament, 

opening way for long-delayed formation of new govt. After weeks of power 

struggle between Embaló’s MADEM G-15 party and African Party for the 

Independence of Guinea and Cap Verde (PAIGC), winner of March 2019 

parliamentary elections, over formation of new govt, Embaló 28 June dismissed five 

ministers, including defence and interior ministers; all five resumed positions as 

MPs that had remained vacant since their nomination within govt, allowing Embaló 

to move closer to securing majority in Parliament. In parliamentary session next day, 

55 out of 102 lawmakers approved Embaló’s candidate Nuno Gomes Nabiam as PM, 

opening way for formation of new govt; several PAIGC MPs reportedly turned sides 

and supported Gomes Nabiam. Embaló 25 June extended COVID-19 state of 

emergency for one month and lifted curfew. Media reports late month argued 

country is facing “one of Africa’s worst COVID-19 related crises” as political crisis 

prevents efficient response to limit spread of virus. 

 Nigeria   Boko Haram factions launched deadly attacks on civilians 

in north east, armed groups’ attacks on villages left over 140 dead despite 

military offensives in north west, and ethnic and herder-farmer violence 

persisted in several states. In Borno state in north east, local security official 11 

June said insurgents had carried out 19 attacks since start of month; notably, Boko 

Haram splinter group Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) 9 June killed at 

least 81 and abducted seven including village head in Faduma Kolomdi village, Gubio 

area. ISWAP 11 June released video showing execution of abducted soldier and 

policeman; 13 June attacked Usmanati Goni village in Nganzai area, killing at least 

35; 28 June released video of five aid workers abducted earlier in month and 

reportedly demanded $500,000 ransom. Troops 11 June repelled insurgents’ attack 

on Monguno town, killing at least 41 insurgents; two soldiers also killed. Troops 27 

June clashed with insurgents along Maiduguri-Damboa-Biu road, at least 20 

insurgents and ten soldiers reported killed. In north west, military launched several 

ground and air operations against members of armed groups, notably killing 70 in 

Kaduna state’s Kachia forest 5 June and scores of others including prominent armed 

group leader in Zamfara state’s Doumborou forest 23 June. However, armed 

assailants continued to attack villages, killing over 140 civilians and abducting 

dozens in Katsina, Zamfara and Niger states. Notably, gunmen 9 June killed 60 

villagers in Faskari, Dandume and Sabuwa areas of Katsina state, 2-3 June killed at 

least 21 in Maru and Talata Mafara areas, 20 June killed at least 26 in Ruwan Tofa 

village in Maru area, all in Zamfara state. Herder-farmer and ethnic violence 

persisted in several states: notably, nine people killed 3 June in Kajuru area, Kaduna 

state; nine farmers killed 14 June in Adana village, Benue state; and three farmers 

killed 19 June in Adiyani village, Jigawa state.  


