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Central Africa

®» Burundi Govt continued crackdown on dissent and ordered UN to
close its special envoy’s office in country. Monitoring from human rights
groups revealed decrease in cases of arbitrary arrests during month, with ten in Nov
compared to 98 in Oct. Ruling party CNDD-FDD’s youth wing Imbonerakure
continued to pose threats to civilian population, notably killing child in Mutimbuizi
commune, Bubanza province 2 Nov. President Ndayishimiye 16 Nov called on
Imbonerakure to step up efforts to track down “enemies” inside country. Residents
in Cibitoke province mid-Nov said they had recovered around 20 lifeless bodies near
Rusizi river since Oct, accused National Intelligence Service of bearing
responsibility. Govt 11-14 Nov auctioned off properties of 30 former govt officials
suspected of involvement in 2015 coup attempt against former President
Nkurunziza, despite lack of formal judicial investigation; authorities in recent weeks
also arrested three current and former intelligence service agents over suspicion of
involvement in coup attempt. Govt 26 Oct-6 Nov conducted civil servant census,
requiring information about ethnicity. Govt 10 Nov praised “record of repatriation”
of Burundian refugees from Tanzania, DRC and Rwanda in recent days.
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie 4 Nov lifted sanctions against
Burundi in place since 2015, reinstating country as full member. After UN
delegation’s visit to Burundi in Sept concluded rights abuses continued under
Ndayishimiye, UN Sec-Gen Guterres 3 Nov recommended mandate extension of
Office of Special Envoy for Burundi until end of 2021. Govt 17 Nov however said it
will discontinue office’s accreditation 31 Dec 2020, arguing that UN presence seeks
to “maintain Burundi in a psychosis of an artificial crisis cunningly orchestrated by
foreign actors”.

® Cameroon Anglophone separatists continued to target schools in
North West and South West regions, while jihadist violence persisted in
Far North. In North West, Anglophone separatists kidnapped dozens, including six
teachers and ten students in Bui division’s capital Kumbo 3 Nov, and six students in
Boyo division’s capital Fundong next day; most victims were quickly released.
Separatists 5 Nov kidnapped prominent Cardinal Tumi and traditional chief of Nso
people, alongside 11 others in Bui division, next day released Tumi and 10 Nov
released Nso chief. Soldiers 8 Nov killed two civilians in Akum locality near regional
capital Bamenda, and two others in Ndu town, Donga-Mantung division. In
continued clashes with army, suspected separatists 11 and 18 Nov reportedly killed
four soldiers in Bamenda and Mbiame town, Bui division. In South West, suspected
separatists 4 Nov assaulted students and teachers in Limbe city, Fako division, later
burnt school classroom, and 8 Nov killed traditional chief in regional capital Buea.
Separatists 14 Nov killed two soldiers near Mamfe city, Manyu division, and 26 Nov
killed three others in Ekondo-Titi commune, Ndian division. Soldiers 25 Nov
reportedly killed at least two civilians in Akwaya commune, Manyu division. In Far
North region, Boko Haram (BH) 10-25 Nov killed at least 14 civilians and kidnapped
several others across region. Army overnight 18-19 Nov clashed with suspected
jihadists in Mora town, killing two. Meanwhile, opposition leader Maurice Kamto



remained under de facto house arrest in capital Yaoundé after calling for protest
against President Biya in Sept. Authorities night of 3-4 Nov detained nine members
of Kamto’s Cameroon Renaissance Movement (MRC), including his spokesperson,
for “rebellion” among other charges. Electoral commission started distribution of
voter cards to members of electoral college ahead of 6 Dec regional elections, which
MRC and other opposition party Social Democratic Front are boycotting.

» &% Central African Republic Tensions increased over former
President Bozizé’s presidential candidacy, raising risk of violence
around 27 Dec general elections; armed group activity persisted across
country. Electoral commission 1-10 Nov registered 22 presidential candidates,
including President Touadéra and former President Bozizé. Controversy persisted
over latter’s eligibility, as electoral code requires at least one year in-country
residency before running for president and exact date of Bozizé’s return from exile
remains unclear. Former President Djotodia 8 Nov called on Bozizé to “respect the
law” to preserve “stability and peace”. Constitutional Court to release final list of
candidates early Dec. Meanwhile, armed group Return, Restitution and
Rehabilitation (3R) attacks decreased further in north west. 3R combatants 4 Nov,
however, detained Fulani herder in Sanguere village, Ouham-Pendé prefecture; 3R
reportedly repositioned on strategic axes ahead of transhumance movements,
raising risk of further attacks on pastoralists in coming weeks. 3R leader Sidiki Abbas
3 Nov accused govt of failing to honour commitments made during meeting on
electoral preparations last month and threatened to disrupt elections. In south east,
suspected armed group Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-in-Opposition (SPLA-
I0) faction led by James Nando 8 Nov attacked armed group Union for Peace in
Central Africa (UPC) camp in Bambouti town, Haut-Mbomou prefecture, killing two
UPC combatants and suffering heavy losses; clashes resumed 15 Nov, killing one
civilian. Disarmament, Demobilisation, Rehabilitation and Reintegration process
continued, with over 400 armed group combatants demobilised in Vakaga (north
east) and Nana-Grébizi (north) prefectures 16 Oct-3 Nov. UPC leader Ali Darassa 4
Nov said 200 UPC elements were ready to demobilise in Haute-Kotto (east) and
Ouaka (centre) prefectures, called on all armed groups in east to follow suit in lead-
up to general elections. Community leaders from north east, where intercommunal
tensions flared in early 2020, 7-10 Nov met with Touadéra in capital Bangui, signed
reconciliation agreement. UN Security Council 12 Nov extended mandate of UN
peacekeeping mission (MINUSCA) until 15 Nov 2021.

®» Chad Violence continued around Lake Chad and political tensions
increased as President Déby pressed ahead with constitutional revision
ahead of 2021 presidential election. Small-scale jihadist attacks against
civilians and military continued in Lake province in west. Boko Haram overnight 3-
4 Nov attacked Barkalam village, killing two and abducting another; 11 Nov killed
seven in Ngoundadiya village; explosive device overnight 24-25 Nov killed four
soldiers and injured dozens between Ngouboua et Litri localities. Farmer-herder
violence 23-24 Nov broke out in and around Bélé village, south-western Mayo-Kebbi
Est province, reportedly leaving 22 dead and 34 injured; security forces 25 Nov
reportedly arrested 66 including local officials on suspicions of involvement in
violence. Following Oct uptick in tensions between army and local self-defence
militia over gold mining in northern Tibesti province near Libya, several senior
military officers including army chief of staff visited region in Nov; military vehicles



and equipment arrived in area 27 Nov. Amid persistent concern that Chadian rebels
are using neighbouring Libya and Sudan as launching pads for attacks into Chad,
Déby 16 Nov met with leader of Chadian rebel group based in Sudan and active in
Libya, Abdelwahid Aboud Mackaye, in capital N’'Djamena; Aboud Mackaye during
and after meeting called on rebels to give up armed combat. Meanwhile, most
opposition and civil society groups boycotted National Inclusive Forum on
constitutional reform held in N’'Djamena 29 Oct-1 Nov. Govt 12 Nov adopted
constitutional reform bill; newly created VP will be directly appointed by president,
sparking renewed concern that Déby could promote close relatives. Opposition
repeatedly said constitutional revision will increase centralisation of power and
minimum age requirement purposefully keeps 37-year-old opposition figure Succes
Masra out of 11 Apr 2021 presidential race. Police 5 Nov used tear gas to disperse
Masra’s supporters in N’'Djamena, reportedly injuring several. Govt 26 Nov banned
opposition’s “citizens’ forum” planned for 27-29 Nov, citing COVID-19 concerns.
Police 27 Nov arrested about 70 people, mostly journalists, in premises of radio FM
Liberté in N’'Djamena for allegedly attempting to organise forum.

®» DR Congo Armed group attacks continued unabated in eastern
provinces, while tensions remained close to breaking point within ruling
coalition. In North Kivu province’s Beni territory, suspected armed group Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF) 7 Nov killed 12 in Kisima and Matadi villages; 9 Nov killed
four in Mbujimayi village; 17 Nov reportedly killed six in Kokola village. In South
Kivu province, unidentified armed men 3 Nov kidnapped three humanitarian
workers from NGO Oxfam on Kundu-Fizi-centre axis, Fizi territory. In Tturi
province, Djugu territory registered relative lull in violence, despite clashes between
army and CODECO militia faction Alliance for the Liberation of Congo, which left
five soldiers dead in Ezekere locality 3 Nov; suspected ADF around 10 Nov killed six
civilians in Samboko village, Mambasa territory. Meanwhile, ruling coalition
partners, President Tshisekedi and former President Kabila’s Common Front for
Congo (FCC), remained at loggerheads. In alleged attempt to drum up support for
his plan to break away from FCC, Tshisekedi 1-24 Nov held series of meetings with
opposition and religious leaders, as well as some FCC members, to win them over.
After social media messages early Nov called on army to revolt against poor working
conditions, including wage arrears and lack of equipment, army 12 Nov denied any
unrest within army ranks and warned politicians against any attempt to manipulate
military. Thousands of Tshisekedi supporters 14 Nov marched in capital Kinshasa to
demand end of coalition with FCC; during march, sec gen of Tshisekedi’s Union for
Democracy and Social Progress accused FCC finance minister of freezing funds
intended for salaries of civil servants and especially military, in order to turn them
against Tshisekedi. Earlier in month, opposition lawmakers 7 Nov started gathering
signatures to submit no-confidence motion against pro-Kabila National Assembly
President Jeanine Mabunda; over 230 MPs by next day had already supported
initiative, surpassing required threshold to put motion to vote. Council of State 23
Nov rejected MP Albert Fabrice Puela’s request that Mabunda and her office resign
for not having submitted financial report to plenary on time.



Horn of Africa

® Djibouti Govt expressed support for Ethiopia’s govt after conflict
erupted between Ethiopia’s federal and Tigray regional state forces. As
part of Ethiopia’s effort to garner regional support for its military campaign against
Tigray, Ethiopian PM Abiy’s national security adviser 16 Nov met with President
Guelleh in capital Djibouti City; in follow-up statement, Djibouti’s govt said it
recognised Abiy’s govt “as the sole guarantor” of Ethiopia’s unity and territorial
integrity.

¥ Eritrea Conflict between Ethiopia’s federal govt and Tigray regional
state spilled over to Eritrea as rockets were fired on country’s capital.
Ethiopian federal govt 4 Nov launched military offensive against Tigray which shares
border and has long had hostile relationship with Eritrea (see Ethiopia). Tigray
President Debretsion Gebremichael 10 Nov accused Eritrea of sending troops into
Tigray in support of Addis Ababa; Eritrean FM Osman Saleh same day denied
allegation, saying that it “is an internal conflict” of which “we are not part”. Tigray 14
and reportedly 27-28 Nov fired several rockets at Eritrean capital Asmara. As part of
regional tour mid-Nov, Eritrean delegation led by Saleh and presidential adviser
Yemane Gebreab notably discussed Ethiopia-Tigray conflict with Sudanese PM
Hamdok and Sovereign Council head Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 11 Nov and with

Egyptian FM Sameh Shoukry 18 Nov.

¥ &% Ethiopia Violent conflict erupted in Tigray region, Kkilling
thousands and displacing many more; despite capture by federal forces
of Tigray’s capital late month, regional leaders vowed to continue
fighting. Following months of tensions between federal and Tigray’s govts, PM Abiy
4 Nov ordered military offensive against Tigray after alleged attack same day by
regional forces on federal military in Tigray, which reportedly killed dozens. Federal
troops, supported by Amhara regional forces, subsequently launched ground and air
operations against Tigray forces; fighting reportedly killed thousands and prompted
tens of thousands to flee to neighbouring Sudan. Both sides reportedly committed
atrocities including 9-10 Nov massacre by Tigrayan militia of at least 600 civilians
in Mai-Kadra town in West Tigray Zone. Tigray 13 Nov fired rockets at Bahir Dar and
Gondar airports in neighbouring Amhara region; and 14 Nov and reportedly 27-28
Nov at Eritrea’s capital Asmara, after accusing neighbouring country of supporting
federal forces’ offensive (see Eritrea). As federal forces advanced on Tigray’s capital
Mekelle, Abiy 22 Nov issued 72-hour ultimatum demanding Tigray regional forces
lay down arms; 26 Nov announced he had ordered assault on Mekelle after Tigrayan
leadership refused to surrender; 28 Nov said federal forces had taken control of
Mekelle and announced end of military operations in Tigray. Tigray President and
ruling party Tigray People’s Liberation Front leader Debretsion Gebremichael
immediately said its forces would continue “to fight these invaders to the last”. Amid
conflict, Abiy 8 Nov replaced army chief, head of intelligence and FM; Ethiopian
human rights commission 30 Nov said it received complaints throughout month
about ethnic profiling and harassment of ethnic Tigrayans, notably within civil
service and federal army. In Oromia region in centre, suspected members of armed
group Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) 1 Nov reportedly killed tens of ethnic Amhara
in Western Wollega zone; following attack, Oromia security forces launched



operations reportedly killing over 150 OLA fighters. In Benishangul-Gumuz region
in north west, unidentified gunmen 14 Nov killed at least 34 civilians in Metekel
Zone. In Southern Nations region in south, unidentified assailants mid-Nov
reportedly killed dozens. Tripartite negotiations on Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam remained stalled (see Nile Waters).

% Kenya President Kenyatta launched signature campaign to trigger
referendum on constitutional reform, tensions rose with Somalia and
Al-Shabaab attacks continued in north east. Kenyatta and opposition leader
Raila Odinga 2 Nov unveiled roadmap for referendum on constitutional reform, at
centre of power struggle with VP William Ruto, scheduling it for June 2021; 25 Nov
launched signature drive to trigger referendum process. In Mandera county in north
east, Al-Shabaab militants 13 Nov reportedly killed security officer near Mandera
town; roadside bomb 30 Nov left at least five police officers injured on Jabibar-
Rhamu road. Somalia 29 Nov expelled Kenya’s ambassador and recalled its own,
accusing Nairobi of interfering in its upcoming elections by “placing great political
pressure on the regional president of Jubaland” (see Somalia); Kenya next day
denied allegations. In Turkana county in north west, attack by suspected ethnic
Pokot gunmen 19 Nov left one dead and three others missing in Kapedo village. In
Elgeyo-Marakwet county in west, suspected ethnic Pokot militia 6 Nov killed two
herders in Kipchumwa locality. In Meru county in centre, assailants reportedly from
Turkana county 12 Nov shot and killed herder and next day shot and injured at least
nine police officers as well as one civilian in Makinya locality. Kenyatta 16 Nov
received Ethiopian FM Demeke Mekonnen in capital Nairobi, called for de-
escalation of conflict that erupted in Ethiopia (see Ethiopia). In Marsabit county near
Ethiopian border in north, Ethiopian security forces 23 Nov clashed with Oromo
Liberation Army (OLA) rebels in Moyale town, toll unknown; Ethiopian security
forces next day detained at least nine Kenyans for allegedly sheltering OLA rebels.

® Nile Waters Tripartite negotiations on Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam (GERD) remained stalled. African Union (AU)-sponsored
talks between Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan on filling and operation of GERD 4 Nov
reached stalemate after Egypt objected to Sudan’s proposal to give greater role to AU
experts to narrow gaps between parties and propose compromises. Sudan 21 Nov
boycotted new round of talks, reiterating call for new method of negotiation.
Ethiopian govt 26 Nov announced GERD expected to begin generating power in
June 2021.

¥ Somalia Appointment of electoral commissions, in charge of
overseeing upcoming indirect elections, sparked major dispute;
tensions rose with Kenya; and Al-Shabaab continued deadly attacks.
Ahead of Dec parliamentary elections and Feb 2021 presidential vote, federal govt
early Nov appointed federal electoral commission, dispute resolution commission
and regional electoral commission for breakaway Somaliland, sparking strong
opposition. Coalition of six opposition parties, Forum for National Parties, 7 Nov
rejected federal electoral and dispute resolution commissions, condemning
inclusion of intelligence service agents and civil servants; coalition said federal govt
has no legal authority to appoint Somaliland representatives and that Somaliland’s
commission should be appointed by speaker of federal parliament’s upper house,
Abdi Hashi. Hashi 21 Nov appointed parallel electoral body for Somaliland. Fourteen



presidential candidates 26 Nov demanded dissolution of all commissions, accusing
President Farmajo of stacking electoral bodies with loyalists; candidates threatened
to undertake further actions if demands are not met. Jubaland state President
Madobe 28 Nov reiterated that parliamentary polls would not take place in disputed
Gedo region as long as federal troops remain deployed there; Mogadishu next day
expelled Kenya’s ambassador and recalled its own, accusing Nairobi of interfering in
its internal affairs by prompting Madobe to renege on “election agreement” reached
in Sept; Kenya next day denied allegations. In Hirshabelle state, candidate backed
by federal govt, Ali Gudlawe, 11 Nov won Hirshabelle’s presidential election;
following polls, clan militia mobilised outside Hiraan regional capital Beledweyne
against election results, and late Nov reportedly clashed with federal forces. In south
and centre, Al-Shabaab killed at least 40 civilians and security personnel throughout
month in Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba, Bakool, Mudug and Galguduud regions. In
capital Mogadishu, Al-Shabaab attacks left at least 15 dead throughout month. After
conflict broke out in Ethiopia between federal govt and Tigray regional state (see
Ethiopia), Addis Ababa early Nov reportedly began withdrawal of about 3,000
soldiers unaffiliated with African Union mission (AMISOM) from Gedo region in
south; Ethiopia 18 Nov said it had disarmed ethnic Tigrayan officers within its
AMISOM contingent.

% Somaliland Somaliland began registering voters for long-delayed
elections. Voter registration for parliamentary and local elections, which have been
postponed several times since 2019 and are now planned for May 2021, started 29
Nov. In Sool region in east, unidentified gunmen 3 and 17 Nov shot and killed police
officer and judge in regional capital Las Anod; landmine 13 Nov killed at least three
herders near Dharkeyn-Genyo village. In Togdheer region in centre, roadside bomb
14 Nov killed at least one in Balli-dhiig district. In Sanaag region in east, Somalia’s
Puntland forces early Nov reportedly launched operations against Al-Shabaab after
group late Oct reportedly captured several villages. After Somaliland suspended all
UN programs in late Oct in protest at UN-Somalia cooperation agreement, President
Bihi and UN Envoy to Somalia James Swan early Nov reportedly held talks to resolve
dispute.

® South Sudan Efforts to form govis at state and local levels
continued, and holdout rebel group National Salvation Front (NAS)
agreed to join peace agreement’s ceasefire monitoring body. Former rebel
leader turned VP Riek Machar’s Sudan People’s Liberation Army-In Opposition
(SPLA-IO) mid-Nov said it would not submit its nominees for state minister and
county commissioner positions until President Salva Kiir appoints Machar’s pick for
governor of contested Upper Nile state; late Nov reportedly agreed to formation of
state and local governments except in Upper Nile state. Machar continued to face
mounting dissent within SPLA-IO, whose Sec Gen Peter Tingo 10 Nov resigned,
citing Machar’s poor leadership. South Sudan National Dialogue, launched by Kiir
in 2017, mid-Nov recommended to return country to 32 states; measure, if
implemented, could derail transition as Kiir’s decision in Feb 2020 to revert country
to its original ten states had paved way for formation of unity govt. In Italy’s capital
Rome, govt and NAS 9-13 Nov held talks aimed at incorporating NAS into peace
agreement’s ceasefire monitoring body (CTSAMVM); after briefly walking out of
talks, accusing govt of violating ceasefire in Central Equatoria state in south 10 Nov,
NAS agreedto join CTSAMVM in Jan 2021.In Warrap state in centre,



intercommunal clashes 8-9 Nov left at least 16 dead and several dozen injured in
Tonj East county; UN 17 Nov said more than 1,000 people had died in past six
months in intercommunal violence in Warrap state. In Jonglei state in east,
intercommunal clashes early to mid-Nov left at least 13 dead in Fangak county. In
Upper Nile state in east, unidentified gunmen 4 Nov killed two prominent ethnic
Shilluk in state capital Malakal. In Central Equatoria state in south, former SPLA-IO
senior commander who in Sept defected to Kiir’s forces late Nov reportedly attacked
SPLA-IO base in Kajo-Keji county. UN Security Council 12 Nov extended mandate
of peacekeeping force in contested Abyei region until May 2021.

®» Sudan Former rebel leaders returned to country to start
implementation of Oct peace agreement; meanwhile, tens of thousands
of refugees arrived in east after conflict broke out in Ethiopia’s Tigray.
As part of Oct peace agreement, Sovereign Council head Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 12
Nov signed decree granting general amnesty to leaders of rebel coalition Sudanese
Revolutionary Front (SRF), Sudan Liberation Movement/Army faction leader Minni
Minnawi and military and paramilitary forces involved in fighting rebels. Amid
peace celebrations, SRF leaders and Minnawi 15 Nov arrived in capital Khartoum
from South Sudan to begin implementation of peace deal, which provides for
integration of former rebel leaders into Sovereign Council, cabinet and Transitional
Legislative Council. Govt and holdout rebel group Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement-North faction led by Abdelaziz al-Hilu late Oct-early Nov failed to make
progress in talks aimed at clinching distinct peace deal. Sudanese Communist Party
7 Nov announced its withdrawal from governing Forces for Freedom and Change
(FFC). FFC 19 Nov announced postponement of formation of Transitional
Legislative Council to 31 Dec due to spike in COVID-19 cases and to enable further
consultations with returned former rebel leaders on allocation of seats. In Central
Darfur state, rival factions of holdout rebel group Sudan Liberation
Movement/Army led by Abdel Wahid al-Nur 7-8 Nov clashed in Sabi area, reportedly
displacing hundreds. In North Darfur state, attacks by unidentified gunmen 7-30
Nov left at least five civilians dead. UN Security Council 12 Nov extended mandate
of peacekeeping force in disputed Abyei region until May 2021. After fighting
erupted early Nov between Ethiopia’s federal govt and Tigray regional state (see
Ethiopia), more than 43,000 refugees fled from Ethiopia into eastern Sudan’s Al-
Qadarif, Kassala and Blue Nile states throughout month. Sudan 21 Nov withdrew
from new round of tripartite talks on Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, called for
new method of negotiation (see Nile Waters).

®» Tanzania Several opposition figures sought refuge abroad amid
post-election crackdown. Hours before planned opposition protests against
President Magufuli’s late-Oct re-election, authorities 2 Nov arrested eight opposition
leaders, including Chadema party presidential candidate Tundu Lissu, Chadema
chair Freeman Mbowe, and former MP Godbless Lema in capital Dar es Salaam; all
eight released without charges later same day. Magufuli 5 Nov was sworn in for
second term. Lissu 7 Nov said he had found refuge in German embassy in Dar es
Salaam 2 Nov after being briefly detained by police and receiving death threats, and
10 Nov left Tanzania for Belgium. Lema 8 Nov fled to neighbouring Kenya, where he
was granted asylum next day after being briefly detained. UN human rights chief
Michelle Bachelet 10 Nov urged govt to respect rights to freedom of expression and
peaceful assembly, and called for investigation into late-Oct killing by suspected



police officers of at least ten people on semi-autonomous Zanzibar archipelago.
International Criminal Court 14 Nov confirmed receipt of two formal letters from
opposition Alliance for Change and Transparency party and independent human
rights activist Maria Sarungi Tsehai, requesting inquiry into alleged human rights
violations by govt in recent weeks. Lissu 26 Nov urged international community to
impose sanctions on Magufuli’s administration. Tanzania and Mozambique police
chiefs 20 Nov agreed to launch joint operations against Islamist insurgents in
Mozambique’s Cabo Delgado province (see Mozambique), after violence spilled over
into Tanzania in Oct.

# Uganda Deadly violence erupted ahead of early 2021 general
elections. Clashes between security forces and supporters of opposition National
Unity Platform leader and presidential hopeful Bobi Wine 18-20 Nov left over 50
people dead across country, most of them in capital Kampala; crowd was protesting
Wine’s 18 Oct arrest, second in two weeks, on grounds of violating COVID-19-related
restrictions on in-person campaigning; Wine released on bail 20 Nov. Earlier in
month, electoral commission 3 Nov cleared 11 candidates to run for president,
including incumbent President Museveni, Wine and Forum for Democratic Change
party nominee Patrick Amuriat Oboi. Police same day briefly detained Wine and
Amuriat, used teargas and reportedly fired shots to disperse opposition supporters
who had gathered around their respective party offices in capital Kampala, leaving
seven injured including police officers. Electoral commission 4 Nov said presidential
and legislative elections would take place 14 Jan. Police 14 Nov reportedly denied
Wine access to Ateker FM radio studios; Wine same day denounced double
standards in application of COVID-19 restrictions, saying “our people are brutalized,
teargassed and arrested for gathering” while President Museveni “parades
[supporters] on streets under police protection.” Police 17-18 Nov briefly detained
Amuriat in Kitgum town and Gulu city, Northern region, used teargas to disperse his
supporters. Museveni 29 Nov called opposition parties “criminal gangs” to be dealt
with.

Southern Africa

®» Angola Police violently repressed anti-govt demonstration.
Following calls by main opposition party National Union for the Total Independence
of Angola (UNITA), thousands of youths 11 Nov took to streets in capital Luanda for
second time in less than three weeks to protest against rampant poverty and govt
corruption, and to call for new date for local elections delayed by COVID-19
pandemic; security forces used teargas and live bullets to disperse crowd, reportedly
killing one protester and injuring several others. NGO Human Rights Watch next
day deplored “heavy-handed policing and violent repression of peaceful protests”,
urged govt to investigate abuses. President Lourengo 26 Nov held talks in Luanda
with 17 youth organisations, including UNITA’s youth wing, to appease tensions.



¥ Mozambique Islamist militants staged large-scale offensive in far
north, seizing second district capital since Aug and leaving scores dead;
armed dissident faction of opposition Renamo party continued violent
attacks in centre. In Cabo Delgado province in far north, Islamist insurgents late
Oct to mid-Nov staged offensive in Muidumbe district, capturing district capital
Namacande and reportedly killing at least 50 and possibly hundreds more in
Muatide area. Police Commander Bernardino Rafael 19 Nov said security forces had
retaken control of Namacande, but insurgents reportedly returned to town by
month’s end, clashing with security forces 27 Nov. In following days, fighting moved
north east toward garrison town of Mueda, with insurgents 29 Nov killing 18 soldiers
in Ntushi locality. More than 45,000 fled Muidumbe district 28 Oct-25 Nov. In
Palma district, insurgents 2 Nov launched attack on Pundanhar town, kidnapping
five civilians; in response, security forces next day reportedly killed at least 33
insurgents. In Macomia district, insurgents 5-6 Nov attacked Nanjaba and Napala
villages, killing five civilians and kidnapping six others. Insurgents late Nov captured
sailboats off coast of Palma and Mocimboa da Praia districts, marking first instances
of sea piracy by insurgents. Mozambique and Tanzania 20 Nov signed agreement to
launch joint operations against insurgents and share intelligence after violence
spilled over into Tanzania in Oct. Southern Africa regional bloc SADC’s Organ on
Politics, Defence and Security Cooperation 27 Nov called for “comprehensive
regional response” and urgent support to Mozambique. In centre, suspected
members of Renamo Military Junta (JMR), dissident faction of opposition party
Renamo, 3 Nov attacked vehicle in area between Gorongosa and Nhamatanda
districts in Sofala province, injuring two civilians; Junta leader Mariano Nhongo
same day denied responsibility. President Nyusi — whose unilateral ceasefire in Oct
failed to kickstart peace talks with JMR — 5 Nov said “it is clear that there is no
interest [from JMR] to engage in dialogue” and vowed to “take care” of group; 18
Nov said dissidents had carried out two attacks in Manica province’s Sussundenga
district, leaving three civilians injured; further attack in Sussundenga 25-26 Nov left
at least two injured.



®» Zimbabwe Authorities continued to harass govt critics through
legal means. In capital Harare, police 3 Nov arrested prominent investigative
journalist Hopewell Chin’ono on charges of “contempt of court” and “obstruction of
justice”; “contempt of court” charges later dropped; move followed Chin’ono’s late
Oct corruption allegations against National Prosecution Authority in case of
Henrietta Rushwaya, Zimbabwe Mines Federation president, who was caught
smuggling 6kg of gold; in following days, Western embassies, rights groups and press
freedom watchdogs expressed concern over Chino’no’s arrest; High Court 20 Nov
released him on bail, after Harare Magistrate’s Court refused to do so 12 Nov.
President Mnangagwa 5 Nov suspended High Court judge Erica Ndewere and
appointed tribunal to investigate her for alleged misconduct after she recently
granted bail to two prominent politicians accused of inciting violence — including
vice chairman of Nelson Chamisa-led faction of main opposition party Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC), Job Sikhala. Amid struggle between Chamisa and MDC
rival faction leader Thokozani Khupe, ruling party ZANU-PF 17 Nov described
Khupe’s faction as “honourable opposition” and Chamisa’s as “treasonous”.
Federation of trade unions Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) 2 Nov
threatened to launch nationwide strike to demand govt pay public sector wages in
U.S. dollars; after several previous rejections, other civil servant representative
bodies 16 Nov agreed to govt’s offer to raise civil servants’ salaries by 41%. Amid
escalating Islamist insurgency in neighbouring Mozambique (see Mozambique),
Mnangagwa 27 Nov attended summit of Southern Africa regional bloc SADC in
Botswana’s capital Gaborone; SADC’s Organ on Politics, Defence and Security
Cooperation called for “comprehensive regional response” to insurgency and urgent
support to Mozambique.

Sahel

® Burkina Faso President Kaboré won re-election, and jihadists
launched deadly attack on army in north. Presidential and legislative elections
held 22 Nov without major security incidents. Opposition parties next day however
said electoral process was “riddled with fraud” and threatened “not to accept results”.
Electoral commission 26 Nov announced preliminary presidential election results,
giving incumbent President Kaboré first-round victory with 57.87% of vote.
Prominent opposition candidate Zéphirin Diabré 27 Nov acknowledged Kaboré’s
win. Electoral commission overnight 28-29 Nov announced legislative elections
results, giving ruling party 56 of 127 seats. Earlier in month, Constitutional Council
1 Nov called off elections in 1,645 sectors or villages, disenfranchising 5.79% of
electorate; body cited major risk of jihadist attacks and lack of public services in
these areas. Electoral commission 10 Nov called on all candidates to adhere to
security protocols, after dividing national territory into three sectors according to
jihadist threat levels. Meanwhile, jihadist attacks persisted in northern regions, with
Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) gaining ground in several areas. In Sahel
region, suspected ISGS combatants 2 Nov stormed artisanal mining site near
Madouji town, Soum province, killing eight; 8 Nov killed eight civilians in Diobbou
village and legislative elections candidate’s chauffeur near Goudoubo locality, both
Seno province. In deadliest attack on army since Aug 2019, jihadists 11 Nov killed 13
soldiers and one gendarme in ambush near Tin-Akoff, Oudalan province. In



following days, both al-Qaeda and Islamic State claimed responsibility for attack,
highlighting competition between groups’ local franchises. Security forces faced new
accusations of abuses of civilians, notably in Oudalan province: soldiers and
volunteer fighters 6 Nov raided Kouna and Deibanga towns, reportedly killing
several ethnic Fulani; same day reportedly killed ten ethnic Tuareg in Tin-Samane
area.

®» Mali Interim authorities faced growing opposition while inter-
communal violence and jihadist activity continued in centre. Rifts
widened between military junta’s governing body, National Committee for the
Salvation of the People (CNSP), on one hand, and political parties, civil society and
trade unions, on the other, over perceived lack of power sharing. President Bah
N’Daw 9 Nov issued decrees on formation of interim legislative body National
Transitional Council (CNT), giving VP and CNSP leader Assimi Goita authority to
appoint CNT members and outlining allocation of 121 seats to different forces,
among which CNSP will be best represented with 22 seats. Coalition of opposition
and civil society groups M5-RFP, which led uprising against former President Keita,
11 Nov said “unacceptable” decrees revealed transition’s “purely military” nature;
former PM Moussa Mara’s Yelema party, along with other political forces, same day
said they would boycott CNT. Govt 25 Nov appointed senior military figures as
governors of several regions, bringing total of regions governed by military or police
officers to 13 of 20. Meanwhile, inter-communal violence erupted in Ségou region in
centre after suspected jihadists stormed Farabougou village in Oct. Ethnic Bambara
31 Oct-2 Nov clashed with suspected jihadists and ethnic Fulani in several villages
around Farabougou; at least four dead, including one soldier. Jihadist and inter-
communal violence continued in neighbouring Mopti region. Group to Support
Islam and Muslims (JNIM) 3 Nov attacked bus on Parou-Songobia axis, Bandiagara
district, killing eight. Dogon militiamen 12 Nov killed three Fulani in ambush near
Mandio locality, Mopti district. Unidentified assailants 23-24 Nov attacked
Minimakanda village, Bankass district, killing at least four in apparent retaliation for
jihadist attacks there in Oct. Meanwhile, also in Mopti, French Operation Barkhane
reportedly killed 50 Ansarul Islam-affiliated insurgents in Pogol-N’Daki area,
Douentza district 30 Oct-1 Nov and 30 other suspected jihadists in Niaki area, Koro
district 12 Nov. French govt 13 Nov said ground and air operation 10 Nov killed
senior JNIM commander Bah ag Moussa in Ménaka region in east. JNIM 30 Nov
claimed series of rocket attacks upon French military outposts in Gao, Kidal (both
north) and Ménaka regions same day.

% Niger Political tensions increased ahead of 27 Dec presidential
election and jihadist violence persisted in south west. Tens of thousands of
supporters of Hama Amadou, main opposition candidate in forthcoming
presidential election, 7 Nov rallied in football stadium in capital Niamey, in show of
force to demonstrate candidate’s ability to mobilise voters. Following months of
rumors that ruling-party candidate Mohamed Bazoum was born abroad, sparking
doubts about his eligibility, opposition members in Diffa region 11 Nov filed
complaint challenging legality of his certificate of nationality. Constitutional Court
13 Nov cleared 30 of 41 candidates to run for president, including Bazoum, but
disqualified Amadou, citing his 2017 one-year prison sentence. In following days,
Amadou’s supporters adopted belligerent tone on social media. Meanwhile, security
situation deteriorated in Tillabery region in south west. Suspected jihadists 6 Nov



killed civilian and looted shops in Komane village north of Torodi commune;
suspected Islamic State in West Africa Province combatants 10-16 Nov kidnapped at
least four civilians in Ouallam and Abala communes. Kidnappings decreased in Diffa
region in south east; total of two cases reported throughout month.

West Africa

» Cote d’Ivoire Electoral commission announced incumbent
President Ouattara’s re-election amid deadly post-electoral violence.
Violent incidents broke out following 31 Oct presidential election, notably in
opposition strongholds in centre. Unidentified gunmen 1-4 Nov attacked several govt
and ruling party officials’ convoys near capital Yamoussoukro and in Toumodi
department, leaving three dead. Meanwhile, electoral commission 3 Nov declared
Ouattara as presidential election winner with 94.27% of votes. Opposition parties
under leadership of Henri Konan Bédié and Pascal Affi N’Guessan — both candidates
in Oct presidential election — 2 Nov announced creation of National Transitional
Council, in charge of forming transitional govt. Security forces next day surrounded
Bédié’s house in Cocody neighbourhood of economic capital Abidjan and arrested 21
members of his inner circle. Police 6 Nov arrested Affi N’Guessan in south-eastern
Akoupé town over accusations of “attack and conspiracy against the state authority,
murder and act of terrorism”. Constitutional Council 9 Nov confirmed Ouattara’s re-
election, sparking further deadly violence in centre. In M’Batto town, ethnic Malinké
ruling party supporters 9-10 Nov clashed with ethnic Agni opposition protesters,
leaving at least five dead and several critically wounded; in Daoukro city,
intercommunal clashes 9 Nov reportedly killed six and wounded over 50; in Ellibou
village, clashes between security forces and locals 9 Nov reportedly left three dead.
UN refugee agency 10 Nov said over 8,000 Ivorians had fled to neighbouring
countries since election day. Govt next day said 31 were killed in post-electoral
violence 1-10 Nov. Ouattara and Bédié 11 Nov met in Abidjan to “break the ice”; Bédié
20 Nov said release of detained opposition members was prerequisite for any future
talks. Meanwhile, West Africa regional bloc ECOWAS 10 Nov and French President
Macron 15 Nov congratulated Ouattara on re-election, called for dialogue with
opposition.

® Guinea Govt launched wave of arrests as opposition continued to
contest President Condé’s re-election. Oct presidential election runner-up
Cellou Dalein Diallo and three other opposition candidates 1 Nov appealed against
election results before Constitutional Court, citing irregularities including alleged
ballot stuffing in Upper and Middle Guinea, harassment of opposition election
observers and abuse of proxy voting; court 7 Nov rejected plea over “lack of evidence”
and confirmed Condé’s re-election. Condé same day promised to end “disorder in
Guinea”. In following days, police launched raids notably in pro-opposition
neighbourhoods of capital Conakry, reportedly arresting scores, including Diallo’s
Union of Democratic Forces of Guinea VP Ibrahima Chérif Bah and three other party
officials 11-12 Nov; Diallo immediately accused Condé of seeking to “behead” his
party. Condé 13 Nov denied “witch hunt” against opposition and expressed
willingness for dialogue. Govt 22 Nov banned demonstrations, citing COVID-19
concerns. Security forces 25 Nov dispersed hundreds of Diallo supporters in Labé



city (centre north), reportedly leaving several injured. Meanwhile, West Africa
regional bloc ECOWAS 10 Nov congratulated Condé for his victory, while French
President Macron 20 Nov refrained to do so, instead voicing concern over “grave”
situation and deploring Condé amended constitution to “stay in power”.

® Guinea-Bissau Former PM Aristides Gomes filed human rights
complaint against govt. Gomes’ lawyers 19 Nov said they had filed legal
complaint to West Africa regional bloc ECOWAS alleging govt’s “forcible
confinement” of Gomes at UN mission headquarters in capital Bissau, where he took
refuge earlier this year as authorities initiated several investigations against him.

® Nigeria Jihadist and criminal violence continued in North East and
North West, and authorities cracked down on instigators of # EndSARS
protest movement. In Borno state in North East, jihadists 1 Nov killed 12 civilians
and kidnapped nine others in Chibok town. Landmine laid by jihadists next day
killed nine soldiers in Abadam town. Boko Haram (BH) 21 Nov killed seven soldiers
and two civilians in attack on Borno state governor’s convoy on Gajiram-Monguno
axis. Jihadists 28 Nov killed at least 43 farmers and abducted unconfirmed number
of people in Zabarmari village near state capital Maiduguri. Meanwhile, army and
vigilantes 2 Nov killed “scores” of BH insurgents in Nganzai town, and airstrikes 8
and 10 Nov targeted Islamic State West Africa Province and BH insurgents in
Abadam and Gwoza towns, death toll unknown. In North West, criminal violence
continued to take high toll on civilians. In Kaduna state, unidentified gunmen 6-7
Nov abducted 13 in Dande village, Chikun area, and near state capital Kaduna; 15-17
Nov Kkilled at least 16 and abducted many others in several attacks across state. In
Katsina state, unidentified gunmen 8 Nov killed three civilians and kidnapped 13
others in Sabuwa area; same day kidnapped six police officers in Dogondaji area. In
Zamfara state, unidentified gunmen 11 Nov killed civilian and abducted five others
in Anka area; 20 Nov attacked mosque in Dutsen Gari village, reportedly killing five
and abducting 18 others, including imam; 30 Nov killed eight civilians and abducted
38 in Talata-Mafara area. In South, clashes between rival cult groups, notably Aye
and Eiye, 1-15 Nov killed over 40, mostly around Edo state capital Benin City. After
protests against Special Anti-Robbery Unit (SARS) turned deadly last month, govt
late Oct-early Nov launched legal action against individuals and organisations
affiliated with protest movement, including seizing travel documents and freezing
bank accounts.



