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 United States (Internal)   Vote proceeded peacefully, but disputed 

electoral results sparked protests as incumbent President Trump rejected 

defeat. Despite concerns about risks of violence in lead-up to vote, national elections 3 

Nov held peacefully, with extremely high turn-out by U.S. standards at 65.6%, partly 

resulting from mail-in balloting. Leading national media 7 Nov declared Democratic 

candidate Joe Biden president-elect; official tally 30 Nov showed Biden won with 51.1% 

of popular vote and 306-232 in Electoral College (constitutional mechanism for selecting 

president). Meanwhile, incumbent President Trump continuously rejected results, 

claiming widespread fraud in battleground states (Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin) 

and long-time Republican states (Arizona, Georgia) that went for Biden. Trump’s 

support team launched series of legal appeals contesting outcomes in these states; by 

end-month, state and federal courts reviewing claims had yet to find evidence of 

significant fraud, and process of certifying results moved forward. Trump’s camp 

continued to fight outcome in key states through reported pressure on state and local 

officials involved in tallying and certifying results and encouragement of Republican-led 

state legislatures to overturn popular vote by designating pro-Trump electors to 

represent their states at 14 Dec Electoral College vote (body tasked with choosing 

president based on popular vote). Fraud allegations, relayed by some conservative media 

figures and Republican politicians, sparked series of “Stop the Steal” rallies across 

country; protests held largely peacefully throughout month with no serious injuries 

reported. Tensions eased toward latter part of Nov as states confirmed Biden victory, 

including Georgia (after a recount) on 20 Nov, Michigan and key Pennsylvania counties 

on 23 Nov, and Arizona and Wisconsin on 30 Nov. After significant delay, Trump 

administration 24 Nov greenlighted transition mechanism although Trump did not 

concede. By end-month, results showed Republicans making gains in Democratic-

controlled House; control of Senate to be decided in 5 Jan run-offs for Georgia’s two 

seats. According to Johns Hopkins COVID-19 global tracker, U.S. most affected country 

in the world with total 13.5 mn cases and 268,000 deaths as of 30 Nov; Newspaper The 

Washington Post 9 Nov reported that amid resulting economic downturn one in six 

households with children do not have enough to eat. 

  
 


