
 

Africa 

Central Africa 

 Burundi Security forces clashed with armed militants in west near border with 

DR Congo (DRC), and authorities and ruling party continued to repress main 

opposition party National Congress for Freedom (CNL). In west, RED-TABARA 

rebels clashed with security forces in Musigati, Bubanza province 22 Oct, fighting 

reportedly left at least a dozen dead on each side; group same day temporarily 

abducted twenty civilians from Mpanda. Authorities 22 Oct arrested four journalists 

and their driver en route to report on clashes. Unidentified militants clashed with 

security forces and Imbonerakure, youth members of ruling party CNDD-FDD, night 

of 25-26 Oct in Bubanza and neighbouring Cibitoke province; four militants, three 

security force members and six Imbonerakure reportedly killed. Imbonerakure 4 Oct 

detained and handed over to police five CNL members in Rumonge, Rumonge 

province. Authorities arrested fourteen CNL activists in Busiga, Ngozi province 5 Oct 

after discovery of body of Imbonerakure. Court 8 Oct sentenced to life four 

Imbonerakure for Aug killing of CNL member. Police 9-17 Oct arrested five CNL 

members in several provinces. Clashes between Imbonerakure and CNL in Kirundo 

10-16 Oct left four CNL and two Imbonerakure injured. CNL member 23 Oct found 

dead after Imbonerakure allegedly kidnapped him. Unidentified gunman late Oct 

attempted to kill local official prompting authorities to arrest at least 23 CNL in 

Bujumbura province. Executive secretary of coalition of opposition parties in exile 

CNARED-Giriteka visited country 5-11 Oct, met interior minister 7 Oct to prepare 

return of opposition politicians in exile. Burundi and Tanzania began to repatriate 

Burundian refugees from Tanzania despite rights groups’ claims that conditions not 

safe for return; some 600 refugees arrived in Gisuru, Ruyigi province 3 Oct. Burundi 

and Tanzania 12 Oct signed agreement allowing their police forces to conduct cross-

border operations, including in refugee camps in Tanzania. Unidentified assailants 

19 Oct kidnapped four Burundian refugees from Nduta camp; camp residents 

blamed Burundian police.  

 Cameroon National dialogue on conflict in Anglophone areas failed to stem 

violence, Boko Haram (BH) continued attacks in Far North and intercommunal 

violence flared in south. Anglophone separatists boycotted national dialogue on 

Anglophone crisis in capital Yaoundé 30 Sept-4 Oct; amid calls by some Anglophone 

activists for return to federal state structure, resulting “conclusions” recommended 

special status for Anglophone regions under current decentralisation process. 

President Biya 3 Oct ordered release of 333 Anglophones, but not separatist leaders. 

Violence continued in Anglophone Northwest and Southwest regions: as 

Anglophones celebrated what they claim as their independence day 1 Oct, clashes 

between armed forces and separatists reportedly left at least nine dead. In 

Northwest, rival separatist groups clashed in Guzang 11 Oct leaving two dead. In 

regional capital Bamenda, suspected separatists 16-19 Oct killed two vigilantes and 

two security force members. In Southwest, separatists 14 Oct abducted four in Tiko. 

Army raid in Bombe Bakundu 18 Oct left seven dead. Army raids 22-26 Oct left at 

least six civilians and several separatists dead. In Far North, BH attacks 2-27 Oct left 

at least fourteen civilians and one soldier dead. In South region, killing of ethnic Bulu 



taxi driver 9 Oct by alleged ethnic Bamoun in Sangmelima triggered violence. 

Hundreds of ethnic Bulu, blaming other ethnic groups for insecurity, 9-10 Oct 

attacked shops owned by ethnic Bamouns and Bamilekes injuring about 100. In 

Garoua Boulaï in East region, security forces 24 Oct freed 22 people abducted by 

rebels from CAR and killed five abductors. Authorities 5 Oct released leader of 

opposition party Movement for the Renaissance of Cameroon (MRC) Maurice Kamto 

(arrested in Jan) and some 100 party members. During visit to country 23-25 Oct 

French FM Le Drian announced France would contribute some $70mn for 

implementation of national dialogue’s recommendations and $50mn to fight against 

BH. 

 Central African Republic Violence between armed groups continued in 

north east, centre and south east, as President Touadéra sought to strengthen 

relations with Rwanda and Russia. In north east, clashes between armed groups 

Movement of Central African Liberators for Justice (MLCJ) and Popular Front for 

the Central African Renaissance (FPRC) in Am-Dafock, Vakaga prefecture 14 Oct left 

21 FPRC and three MLCJ dead. In centre, anti-balaka militants and armed group 

Union for Peace in Central African Republic (UPC) clashed in Tagbara, Ouaka 

prefecture 3 Oct leaving six combatants dead. Raids by unidentified gunmen in 

Basse-Kotto and Ouaka prefectures 8 and 10 Oct left at least a dozen civilians dead. 

In far south east in Haut-Mbomou prefecture near border with South Sudan, UPC 15 

Oct invaded Bambouti; night of 25-26 Oct attacked NGO vehicle leaving at least four 

people missing; 27 Oct reportedly clashed with Fulani herders leaving seven UPC 

fighters and unknown number of Fulani dead. UN mission (MINUSCA) 16 Oct 

announced conclusion of first phase of operation against armed group Return, 

Restitution and Rehabilitation (3R) in west to force it to comply with Feb peace deal. 

Hundreds protested in capital Bangui 29 Oct calling for arrest of former National 

Assembly President Karim Meckassoua accusing him of involvement in armed group 

violence in PK5 district. Over 1,300 army recruits graduated from basic training 16-

17 Oct; 1,023 trained by army and EU training mission, 343 by army and Russian 

trainers. In Bouar in west, President Touadéra 16 Oct launched training of over 500 

future members of special mixed security units to comprise soldiers and former 

armed group members. Touadéra 15 Oct received Rwandan President Kagame and 

signed agreements aimed at strengthening military and economic cooperation. 

Touadéra 23-24 Oct attended Africa-Russia summit in Sochi, Russia and asked 

Russian President Putin to increase his military support to CAR; 25 Oct said he 

would consider establishment of Russian military base in CAR. 

 Chad In Tibesti region in north, fighting between govt forces and self-defence 

militia reportedly resumed and insecurity persisted in east. In Tibesti region, where 

clashes between armed forces and self-defence militia last flared Nov 2018, fighting 

allegedly re-erupted 3 Oct when army reportedly launched offensive on Arkinia 

village near Miski prompting counter-attack, authorities denied launching offensive. 

Clashes reportedly escalated mid-Oct near Yebbibou, number of casualties 

unknown. Defence minister and army chief 16-20 Oct met provincial authorities and 

traditional leaders in Borkou and Tibesti provinces and called on them to support 

govt. Former rebel group Movement for Democracy and Justice in Chad (MDJT) 16 

Oct rescinded 2010 agreement it signed with govt denouncing “the massacre of 

civilians in the locality of Miski”. Several opposition parties called for ceasefire and 

dialogue. Self-defence militia 25 Oct claimed govt was preparing large-scale 



offensive. In east, prison uprising in Abéché, Ouaddaï province 7 Oct left at least two 

prisoners dead after security forces intervened. Gunmen night of 12-13 Oct entered 

prison in Guéréda, Wadi Fira province and shot dead two inmates. Unidentified 

gunman 27 Oct killed at least three in Djabalène, Dar Sila Province. Unidentified 

gunman 28 Oct killed soldier in Abéché, Ouaddaï province. In Lake Chad province 

in west, Boko Haram 30 Oct abducted three. Electoral commission president 3 Oct 

said elections would be held during first trimester of 2020. Déby 14 Oct signed decree 

suspending head of national television for broadcasting speech by founder of 

opposition movement-turned-party Les Transformateurs. 

  DR Congo Violence persisted in Ituri in north east and North Kivu province 

in east, where fighting could escalate in coming weeks as army ramps up major 

offensive against armed group Allied Democratic Forces (ADF). In Ituri province, 

following late Sept announcement by leader of armed group Cooperative for 

Development of Congo (CODECO) that he was willing to lay down arms, he and some 

500 CODECO fighters 6 Oct left their base and moved to near Jiba in Djugu territory 

with view to disarm. Despite ongoing peace talks with provincial authorities, 

CODECO continued to commit violent acts in Djugu territory: 13 Oct attacked armed 

forces leaving four dead; 25 Oct attacked two boats on Lake Albert leaving four dead. 

Security forces 26 Oct launched offensive against CODECO along Lake Albert. 

Clashes between Maï-Maï militia and armed forces 11 and 28 Oct left seventeen 

militiamen and three soldiers dead in Mambasa. In North Kivu province, armed 

groups Alliance of Patriots for a Free and Sovereign Congo (APCLS) and Democratic 

Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) 1-2 Oct attacked Nduma Defence of 

Congo-Renovated (NDC-R) militia in Rutshuru territory leaving three NDC-R and 

four civilians dead in several villages. ADF attacks in Beni territory 13 and 27 Oct left 

five civilians dead. Army 31 Oct said it had launched previous day major offensive 

against armed groups in Beni territory primarily ADF. In Lumumbashi in far south 

east, suspected Bakata Katanga militiamen and security forces clashed 11 Oct leaving 

at least five militiamen dead. Army chiefs of DR Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda 

and Tanzania 24-25 Oct met in Goma to discuss potential joint military operations 

against armed groups in east. Plane carrying presidential staff 10 Oct crashed in 

Sankuru province killing all passengers; supporters of Tshisekedi’s Union for 

Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS) party demonstrated in several cities and 

held party of former President Kabila responsible. 

 Rwanda Violence briefly flared in north near DR Congo border leaving 33 

dead. Armed assailants coming from strongholds of armed group Democratic 

Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR) night of 4-5 Oct attacked Kinigi village in 

Musanze district in north leaving fourteen dead; security forces who pursued 

assailants killed nineteen attackers and captured five. Police arrested head of 

unregistered opposition party FDU-Inkingi, Victoire Ingabire, on suspicion of 

involvement in Kinigi attacks. Army chiefs of Rwanda, DR Congo (DRC), Burundi, 

Uganda and Tanzania 24-25 Oct met in DRC to discuss potential joint military 

operations against armed groups in eastern DRC. In Central African Republic (CAR), 

President Kagame and CAR President Touadéra 15 Oct signed agreements aimed at 

strengthening military and economic ties.  



Horn of Africa 

 Eritrea President Afwerki 2 Oct held talks with South Sudan delegation in Adi 

Halo, near capital Asmara, reiterating his support for govt of President Kiir. 

 Ethiopia Protests against PM Abiy sparked violence that left over 70 dead, 

intercommunal attacks continued in several places, and tensions persisted between 

Ethiopia and Egypt over former’s construction of Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 

(GERD) on Blue Nile. In Oromia region, after ethnic Oromo activist recently critical 

of Abiy, Jawar Mohammed, accused security forces of trying to remove his security 

detail, hundreds of his supporters protested against Abiy in capital Addis Ababa and 

several other places. Security forces sought to disperse protesters and protests 

sparked inter-ethnic attacks, mostly by informal groups of Oromo; violence left at 

least 78 dead. In Afar region in east, ethnic Somali raiders 11-12 Oct reportedly killed 

sixteen ethnic Afar in Afambo woreda. In dispute over Ethiopia’s construction of 

GERD, both Ethiopia and Egypt increased hostile rhetoric; countries’ leaders met in 

Sochi, Russia during Russia-Africa summit 23-24 Oct and reiterated commitment to 

dialogue. U.S. invited Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan to talks in Washington 6 Nov. 

Following two-day visit of Sudanese delegation, Abiy and Sudanese PM Hamdok 11 

Oct agreed on joint cross-border pipeline project. Abiy 11 Oct won Nobel Peace Prize 

in particular for his efforts to resolve his country’s conflict with Eritrea. 

 Kenya Al-Shabaab threat persisted and relations between Kenya and Somalia 

remained tense. Police 1 Oct killed three and arrested seven Al-Shabaab militants in 

Mombasa suspected of planning attacks on 20 Oct national holiday celebrations. 

Suspected Al-Shabaab militants 12 Oct killed eleven police officers near Liboi, 

Garissa county near Somalia border. Police 26 Oct arrested two suspected Al-

Shabaab militants in Liboi. Al-Shabaab 29 Oct launched attack on police station in 

Dadajabula, Wajir county which left two militants dead. Somalia 7 Oct filed 

complaint against Kenya at UN aviation agency after Kenyan-chartered aeroplane 

flew from capital Nairobi to Somali federal member state Jubaland without touching 

down in Somali capital Mogadishu, violating Somalia federal govt directive; Somalia 

10 Oct accused Kenya of violating its sovereignty. International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

17 Oct said postponed hearing of maritime dispute between Kenya and Somalia 

would take place June 2020, three months earlier than Kenya requested, and that 

there would be no further delays. 

 Somalia Al-Shabaab maintained its insurgency, tensions persisted between 

federal govt and federal member states Jubaland and Galmudug, and between 

Somalia and Kenya. In Mogadishu, Al-Shabaab militants 13 Oct launched mortars at 

compounds of UN and African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM); suspected Al-

Shabaab 16 Oct killed three people; bombing 28 Oct killed at least two civilians. In 

south and centre, Al-Shabaab kept up attacks in Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, 

Bay and Hiraan regions, killing at least sixteen Somali and international soldiers and 

three civilians. Security forces 15-19 Oct reportedly killed several dozen Al-Shabaab 

militants in Gedo and Hiraan regions. Somali airstrikes 20 Oct left unknown number 

of militants dead in Lower Juba. U.S. airstrike 25 Oct killed three Islamic State (ISIS) 

militants; at least three civilians reported missing. Federal govt 7 Oct filed complaint 

against Kenya at UN aviation agency after Kenyan-chartered aeroplane few from 

Nairobi to Jubaland state capital Kismayo without touching down in Mogadishu, 



violating govt directive; federal govt 10 Oct accused Kenya of violating its 

sovereignty. Federal govt 11 Oct renewed ban on direct flights to Kismayo. Madobe 

12 Oct called for dialogue with federal govt. After federal govt announced in Sept that 

it would form committee to oversee formation of Galmudug state administration and 

presidential election guidelines, Galmudug chief minister and head of Sufi 

paramilitary group Ahlu Sunnah Waa-Jama’a (ASWJ) 22 Oct announced parallel 

committee. ASWJ late Oct reportedly deployed fighters in and around Galmudug 

capital Dhusamareb, but returned to bases following 28 Oct meeting between 

Galmudug chief minister and interior minister. Following Kenya’s second request for 

delay, International Court of Justice 17 Oct postponed hearing of Kenya-Somalia 

maritime border dispute from 4-8 Nov to June 2020. U.S. 2 Oct announced re-

establishment of its embassy in Somalia. 

 Somaliland Dispute over composition of electoral commission (NEC) 

continued to block organisation of legislative and municipal elections. President 

Bihi, parliament’s upper house and all three political parties 13 Oct submitted for 

approval to parliament’s lower house their nominees for NEC. Opposition parties 

Waddani and Justice and Welfare Party 13 Oct suspended their participation in NEC 

in protest against Bihi’s choice of nominees. Head of EU delegation and Swedish 

ambassador to Somalia met Bihi and both opposition parties in bid to break deadlock 

20-22 Oct, but failed to broker agreement. Bihi 6 Oct reportedly agreed to stop 

hostilities in Sanaag region against rebel soldiers loyal to Colonel Arre, who defected 

from Somaliland to Puntland in 2018. Unidentified assailants 22 Oct opened fire on 

govt vehicle in Awdal region. Police 7 Oct arrested head of private television station 

in capital Hargeisa. Armed group led by Suldaan Wabar 28 Oct attacked police 

station in Borama , no casualties reported. 

  South Sudan If President Kiir follows through on pledge to form 

transitional govt at end of pre-transitional period 12 Nov despite objections by main 

rebel leader Riek Machar peace agreement could collapse and violence resume. Kiir 

and Machar met in capital Juba 20 Oct but failed to resolve outstanding issue of 

security arrangements. High-level UN Security Council delegation 20 Oct urged Kiir 

and Machar to speed up implementation of agreement and meet 12 Nov deadline to 

form govt. Kiir said govt would be formed by deadline, but Machar said he would not 

join govt in current conditions and demanded second extension of pre-transitional 

period citing failure to implement peace agreement, in particular reunification of 

security forces. Machar said that if parties form govt mid-Nov, “the ceasefire that we 

have been enjoying will be in jeopardy”. UN Security Council delegation later that 

day said there should be no further extension of pre-transitional period. Machar 21 

Oct returned to Sudanese capital Khartoum; 30 Oct called for six-month extension 

of pre-transitional period. Unidentified assailants 13 Oct killed police officer in 

Jonglei state. Machar’s rebel group Sudan People’s Liberation Army-In Opposition 

(SPLA-IO) 14 Oct reportedly killed trader in Southern Liech state. Unidentified 

gunmen 22 Oct ambushed police convoy in Southern Liech state, at least two 

assailants killed. In south west, clashes between govt forces and non-signatory rebel 

group National Salvation Front in Isebi, Yei River state left at least three aid workers 

and unknown number of soldiers and rebels dead. Panaguong clan attacked Panawur 

clan in Abieicok, Gok state 28 Oct leaving at least two dead. Kiir 14-21 Oct facilitated 

peace talks in Juba between Sudanese govt and Sudanese armed opposition groups; 

parties agreed to resume talks in Juba 21 Nov. UN Security Council 15 Oct extended 



mandate of UN peacekeeping mission in disputed Abyei region (UNISFA) on Sudan-

South Sudan border until 15 Nov.  

 Sudan Govt and armed opposition groups made some progress in peace talks, 

notably increasing humanitarian access in south, and agreed to reconvene late Nov. 

Tens of thousands demonstrated in capital Khartoum and other cities 21 Oct calling 

for dissolution of former ruling National Congress Party (NCP) and accountability 

for perpetrators of deadly 3 June attack on protesters; Hamdok same day appointed 

investigative committee. Govt and rebel groups opened peace talks in South Sudan’s 

capital Juba 14 Oct brokered by South Sudan’s President Kiir. Talks stumbled when 

rebel group Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) led by Abdelaziz 

al-Hilu 16 Oct withdrew, accusing govt of violating ceasefire by bombing several 

areas in Khor Waral, South Kordofan state. Sovereign Council head General Abdel 

Fattah al-Burhan same day decreed nationwide ceasefire. SPLM-N rejoined talks 18 

Oct and same day agreed with govt outline agenda. As part of confidence-building 

measures agreed in Sept, govt 18 Oct released 26 prisoners of war. Govt and rebel 

coalition 21 Oct agreed outline agenda for negotiations and agreed to allow 

humanitarians access to rebel-held areas. Parties 22 Oct agreed to resume talks in 

Juba 21 Nov. PM Hamdok early Oct called on UN to align withdrawal of UN-AU 

mission in Darfur (UNAMID) with peace talks citing Darfuri armed groups’ concerns 

that UNAMID’s withdrawal would leave civilians exposed to attack by militias; 

Hamdok 22 Oct requested UN extend UNAMID’s mandate by one year. Council of 

ministers 23 Oct granted World Food Programme access to hitherto off-limits areas 

of South Kordofan. Govt 10 Oct extended state of emergency by three months. Head 

of paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) Mohamed Hamdan “Hemedti” 28 Oct 

said some 10,000 RSF soldiers who took part in Saudi-led military campaign in 

Yemen had returned. UN Security Council 15 Oct extended mandate of UN 

peacekeeping mission in disputed Abyei region (UNISFA) on Sudan-South Sudan 

border until 15 Nov; 31 Oct renewed UNAMID’s mandate for one year. Sudan and 

South Sudan 22 Oct signed agreement demarcating shared border. 

 Tanzania Govt and Burundi began to repatriate Burundian refugees from 

Tanzania in spite of opposition from rights groups contending that conditions not 

safe for their return; some 600 refugees arrived in Gisuru in Burundi’s Ruyigi 

province 3 Oct. President Magufuli 11 Oct told Burundian refugees to return home 

and not to expect Tanzanian citizenship. Tanzania and Burundi 12 Oct signed 

agreement allowing their police forces to conduct cross-border operations, including 

in refugee camps in Tanzania. Unidentified assailants 19 Oct kidnapped four 

Burundian refugees from Nduta camp; camp residents blamed Burundian police.   

 Uganda Authorities continued to repress opposition. In capital Kampala, 

authorities 2 Oct cancelled concert by musician-turned-opposition leader Bobi Wine 

to mark 9 Oct Independence Day claiming it was unable to provide security; 3 Oct 

arrested six Bobi Wine supporters; 8 Oct placed Bobi Wine under house arrest to 

prevent him from performing and surrounded venue preventing concert. Bobi Wine 

next day slipped past security forces surrounding his residence and travelled to 

Kampala, where he evaded arrest. Police dispersed gatherings of opposition party 

Forum for Democratic Change (FDC), using live ammunition and tear gas in Butaleja 

and Busia 26 and 27 Oct. In north in Kotido district, raids by ethnic Turkana herders 

on ethnic Karamajong herders late Oct left unknown numbers dead. Army chiefs of 



Uganda, DR Congo (DRC), Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania 24-25 Oct met in DRC to 

discuss potential joint military operations against armed groups in eastern DRC. 

President Museveni 14 Oct attended peace talks between Sudanese govt and 

Sudanese rebels in South Sudanese capital Juba; 23 Oct met Russian President Putin 

at Africa-Russia summit in Sochi, Russia and signed deal for Russia to maintain and 

upgrade Uganda’s military hardware. 

Southern Africa 

 Eswatini Security forces continued to clash with protesting civil servants. Civil 

servants protesting over salaries 2 Oct clashed with police in Manzini; clashes 

reportedly left over ten people injured including one trade union leader. Govt 2 Oct 

applied to industrial court in attempt to ban further strike action by National Public 

Service, Allied Workers Union and Swaziland National Association of Teachers, 

application pending end-month.  

 Malawi Protesters challenging President Mutharika’s May election win took to 

streets again and continued to clash with security forces and govt supporters. 

Following two-week ban on protests in Sept, demonstrations organised by NGO 

Human Rights Defenders Coalition (HRDC) continued in capital Lilongwe 1-4 Oct 

against electoral commission chairperson Jane Ansah, whom protesters hold 

responsible for alleged electoral fraud. Police 2 Oct handed over security during 

demonstrations to army. Mutharika 8 Oct held first rally in capital since disputed 

victory; rally sparked further violence between govt supporters and anti-govt 

protesters during which protesters stoned to death a police officer. Human rights 

campaigners 25 Oct staged demonstrations in Lilongwe demanding govt investigate 

allegations that police committed sexual violence against female protesters earlier in 

month. Following televised plea for peace by preacher Prophet Shephard Bushiri, 

opposition parties Malawi Congress Party (MCP) and United Transformation 

Movement (UTM) 3 Oct promised to respect constitutional court ruling on whether 

or not to uphold presidential results; govt refused to comment. High court registrar 

19 Oct said constitutional court would hear case by 6 Dec and issue ruling by 20 Jan 

2020. On his return from Russia-Africa summit in Sochi, Russia, Mutharika 26 Oct 

for first time called for opposition leaders and rights activists to engage in talks with 

govt to resolve crisis, warning that instability was keeping investors at bay. 

 Mozambique Tensions rose as opposition party Renamo rejected victories of 

President Nyusi and ruling Frelimo party in 15 Oct presidential and parliamentary 

polls, and fighting intensified in north between militants and govt forces backed by 

Russian private security company. Violent incidents marred lead-up to polls: in 

Sofala province in centre unidentified assailants 3 Oct bus killed three bus 

passengers and same day killed one person at River Pungué. In Gaza province in 

south, five assailants, including four suspected police officers, 7 Oct killed local 

electoral observer; govt next day launched investigation. Polling 15 Oct took place 

relatively peacefully, but in Cabo Delgado province in north seven polling stations 

did not open due to risk of attack by militants. Renamo 19 Oct rejected preliminary 

results that indicated clear Frelimo victory and called for rerun; 29 Oct appealed 

Constitutional Council to annul results. EU election observers and U.S. embassy 19 

Oct denounced irregularities in process and questioned validity of results. In 



Nhamatanda, Sofala province, gunmen 29 Oct shot dead two police officers and 

kidnapped two Frelimo zone secretaries. In Cabo Delgado province, militants 2 Oct 

kidnapped twenty in Nantodola village. Personnel of Russian private security 

company Wagner Group reportedly arrived in Cabo Delgado province 2 Oct with 

materiel including three attack helicopters; govt 3 Oct acknowledged Russia was 

providing military support, Russia 8 Oct denied presence of its soldiers in country. 

In first official confirmation of govt attack on militants, govt said soldiers 5 Oct killed 

nine militants some 30km from Mocimboa da Praia. Clashes between militants and 

govt forces alongside Russians in Mocimboa da Praia district 7 Oct left over 30 

militants and two Russians dead. Militants’ ambush in Muidumbe district 27 Oct 

reportedly left twenty Mozambican soldiers and five Russians dead. Militants 31 Oct 

killed ten civilians near Mbau village. 

 South Africa Following Aug-Sept xenophobic violence, foreign nationals 8 Oct 

began sit-in protest near office of UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 

Cape Town demanding relocation out of South Africa; refugees and asylum seekers 

20 Oct also protested outside UNHCR offices in Pretoria and Johannesburg. In Cape 

Town, police 30 Oct forcibly tried to disperse sit-in protest near UNHCR office, 

arresting about 100. Ramaphosa attended first Russia-Africa summit in Sochi, 

Russia 23-24 Oct; for first time two Russian nuclear-ready bombers on training 

mission landed in South Africa 23 Oct, left 28 Oct. 

 Zimbabwe Police clamped down on main opposition party and teachers joined 

doctors in strike over public-sector wages. Doctors in state hospitals continued their 

strike begun early Sept despite govt’s 18 Oct offer of 100% raise in allowances; health 

officials demanded that govt peg their on-call allowances to intermarket bank rate of 

$1 to fourteen RTGS Zimbabwe dollars. Members of teachers’ union Progressive 

Teachers Union of Zimbabwe 21 Oct began working two days a week as part of strike 

action demanding wages also be pegged to U.S. dollar interbank rates. Civil service 

union 31 Oct reported civil service was incapacitated and called on civil servants to 

prepare for protest march 6 Nov.  

Sahel 

 Burkina Faso Attacks against civilians and security forces – most attributed 

to jihadists – intensified in Centre-North region and continued in Sahel and North 

regions. In Centre-North region, jihadist Group to Support Islam and Muslims 

(JNIM) allegedly staged more than ten attacks against civilians in several villages in 

Bam province in late Sept-early Oct, killing about twenty; notably, unidentified 

gunmen 1 Oct attacked Kargo village, Zimtanga commune, killing at least six. 

Unidentified gunmen 12 Oct killed two civilians in Zandraogo, Sanmatenga province; 

22 Oct ambushed two military patrols in Barsalogho, Sanmatenga province, killing 

six soldiers; 20 Oct attacked Zoura, Bam province, reportedly killing eight. Residents 

of Bam province 5 Oct attempted to form coalition of self-defence groups. In Sahel 

region, jihadists continued to target strategic transport routes and infrastructure in 

alleged attempt to limit traffic in and out. In Soum province, military patrol 3 Oct 

detonated explosive on Djibo-Bourzanga axis, one soldier killed; suspected JNIM 

militants 4 Oct shot dead at least twenty artisanal gold miners in Dolmane near 

Madoudji village; suspected jihadists 28 Oct killed sixteen civilians in Pobé-Mengao. 



Security forces reportedly killed 39 assailants who ambushed gendarmerie patrol 7 

Oct in Gorgadji area, Seno province. Suspected Islamic State in the Greater Sahara 

(ISGS) militants 11 Oct attacked mosque in Salmossi, Oudalan province, killing 

sixteen. Police of Markoye commune 17 Oct said they were relocating to provincial 

capital Gorom-Gorom due to insecurity. In North region, suspected jihadist militants 

19 Oct attacked military outposts in Bahn, Loroum province and Yensé, Yatenga 

province, killing five soldiers; explosive device 23 Oct killed two soldiers in Banh. In 

Loroum province, unidentified gunmen 12 Oct killed four civilians in Samboulga; 7 

Oct killed eight in Bouna. Authorities heightened security measures in all three 

regions mid-Oct: governors introduced 45-day nightly curfew in all four of Sahel 

region’s provinces and North region’s Loroum province, all under state of 

emergency. In East region, suspected jihadists 11 Oct attacked police station in 

Yamba, Gourma province and 17 Oct attacked police in Nadiagou, Kompienga 

province. 

 Mali Protests against govt and international forces erupted in several cities, 

while suspected jihadist attacks continued in north and centre and intercommunal 

violence persisted in centre. Suspected jihadists 30 Sept struck bases of regional 

military force G5 Sahel in Mondoro and Boulikessi, Mopti region in centre; govt said 

38 soldiers killed and dozens missing, and fifteen assailants killed. G5 Sahel 30 Sept 

blamed jihadist group Ansarul Islam, but jihadist coalition Group to Support Islam 

and Muslims (JNIM) 6 Oct claimed attacks, saying it had killed 85 soldiers and 

abducted others. In early Oct, protesters demonstrated in capital Bamako, Sévaré in 

Mopti region, and Kayes in west, denouncing military’s lack of equipment and poor 

living conditions and demanding departure of foreign forces, in particular French 

and UN mission (MINUSMA). Protesters 12 Oct looted MINUSMA warehouse in 

Sévaré. Suspected jihadists continued attacks in north and centre. In Kidal region in 

north, MINUSMA vehicle 6 Oct detonated explosives near Aguelhoc, UN 

peacekeeper killed, and unidentified assailants 18 Oct attacked pro-govt armed 

groups in Aguelhok, killing six. In Gao region in north, suspected jihadists 23 Oct 

killed five members of Ganda Izo militia in Tassiga; unidentified gunmen 22 Oct 

clashed with pro-govt armed groups in Doro, at least fifteen killed including four 

civilians. In Mopti region in centre, unidentified gunmen 6 Oct attacked UN 

peacekeepers near Bandiagara, wounding one; 23 Oct killed gendarme in Douentza. 

French forces 17 Oct killed eight suspected members of Islamic State in the Greater 

Sahara in Liptako area in south east. Unidentified gunmen killed police officer and 

civilian in Ménaka city in east 24 Oct. Communal violence continued in centre. 

Suspected members of Dogon militia Dan Na Ambassagou 7 Oct attacked Fulani 

civilians near Petaka in Douentza circle, Mopti region, killing three. Suspected Fulani 

gunmen 6 Oct attacked Sogou and Berda in Koro circle, Mopti region, one Dogon 

killed. 

 Niger Jihadist groups continued to attack civilians in south east near Nigeria 

and security forces in west near Mali. In south east, suspected members of Boko 

Haram and Islamic State West Africa Province carried out several attacks in Diffa 

region: militants killed one civilian in Biri Boula 1 Oct; one civilian in Kaoure and 

two others in Kindjandi 6 Oct; killed fisherman near Koulgouliram 8 Oct. Suspected 

Boko Haram combatants 30 Oct attacked Blabrine military base in Diffa region, 

killing at least ten. In Tillabéri region’s Filingué department bordering Mali in west, 

suspected Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) militants 8 Oct ambushed army 



patrol around Ekrafane, one soldier wounded and four militants reportedly killed; 

suspected jihadists 12 Oct ambushed gendarmerie patrol at Abarey market, five 

gendarmes killed. In Tillabéri region’s Say department near border with Burkina 

Faso, suspected jihadist militants 7 Oct killed gendarme in Bankata. In Dosso region 

in south west, suspected ISGS militants 6 Oct attacked military in Dogondoutchi 

department, killing two soldiers. Parliament 11 Oct extended state of emergency in 

Diffa region and parts of Tillabéri and Tahoua regions. Cabinet 4 Oct adopted new 

border control policy for 2019-2035 amid rising concerns over insecurity and 

irregular migration on southern border with Nigeria. EU mission (EUCAP) and 

International Organization for Migration 10 Oct launched construction of new centre 

in Birni N’Konni, Tahoua region near border with Nigeria to host permanent 250-

strong border force. President Issoufou early Oct reiterated that he will not seek third 

term.   

West Africa 

 

 Côte d’Ivoire Ahead of late 2020 presidential elections, former rebel leader 

and former national assembly speaker Guillaume Soro 14 Oct announced candidacy 

and govt continued to intimidate opponents through legal system. Electoral 

commission (appointed late Sept) 1 Oct chose Constitutional Council’s General 

Secretary Ibrahim Coulibaly Kuibiert as president, as opposition continued to 

criticise body for pro-govt bias; opposition coalition Together for Democracy and 

Sovereignty said eleven out of fifteen commission members favoured ruling party. 

No member of main opposition party Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI), 

which rejects new structure, is included in opposition’s quota. President Ouattara 10 

Oct announced state visit to Soro’s stronghold Hambol region 27-30 Nov. Govt 

continued to pursue strategy of intimidation against opponents. Court in Bouaké 

(centre) 3 Oct sentenced PDCI’s vice-president Jacques Mangoua, arrested late Sept, 

to five years in prison for “possession of weapons of war without authorisation”; 

Mangoua’s supporters protested his incarceration in Bouaké 2 Oct. Soro’s diplomatic 

visa was cancelled before expiration date of 31 Oct. Soro said govt tried to arrest him 

in Valence, Spain early Oct; govt denied. 

 Gambia Special adviser to President Barrow, Mai Ahmad Fatty, resigned 11 Oct 

amid tug of war between those who want Barrow to serve five-year mandate as 

stipulated in constitution and those who demand that he respect his election promise 

to step aside after three years.  

 Guinea Security forces’ violent repression of protests against President 

Condé’s plan to run for third term left at least nine dead. Thousands demonstrated 

14 Oct in capital Conakry and regional capitals Boké (west), Labé (centre) and 

Mamou (centre) against Condé’s alleged intention to change constitution so that he 

can seek third term in power; thousands demonstrated again in Conakry 24 Oct. 

Security forces tried forcibly to disperse demonstrators in Conakry, including with 

live ammunition, and protesters also clashed with security forces in opposition 

stronghold of Mamou. Govt 16 Oct said nine protesters killed since 14 Oct including 

eight in Conakry, while coalition of opposition groups National Front for the Defence 



of the Constitution (FNDC) 16 Oct said police had killed ten, wounded 70 and 

arrested 200 since 14 Oct. Security forces 14 Oct blocked access to houses of Sidya 

Touré, president of opposition party Union of Republican Forces, and Cellou Dalein 

Diallo, leader of largest opposition party Union of Democratic Forces of Guinea. 

Court in Kankan 18 Oct acquitted six FNDC figures arrested 14 Oct. Court in Conakry 

22 Oct gave eight FNDC figures arrested 12 Oct jail terms ranging from six months 

to one year for inciting civil disobedience. Electoral commission president 14 Oct 

said legislative elections, originally scheduled for 2018, would take place 28 Dec; 

electoral commission 22 Oct postponed elections sine die, citing technical reasons. 

Security forces over several days arrested several hundred alleged West African 

migrants across country. 

  Guinea-Bissau Ahead of 24 Nov presidential election, tensions mounted 

as President Vaz dissolved govt and tried to replace PM Gomes raising risk of 

protests and violent repression by security forces in coming weeks. Supreme Court 

16 Oct approved twelve of nineteen would-be presidential candidates, including 

incumbent President Vaz and representatives of main political parties. Parliament 

15 Oct approved PM Gomes’s program by narrow margin, but vote divided ruling 

coalition: notably Nuno Gomes Nabiam, presidential candidate and leader of 

Assembly of the People United (APU), voted against program. Tension rose over 

updating of electoral rolls. Nabiam 14 Oct said ruling party African Party for the 

Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC) used money earmarked for 

updating electoral rolls to finance its activities. Mission including representatives of 

African Union (AU), UN and regional bloc Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS) visited capital Bissau 7 Oct, insisted on adherence to electoral 

schedule and said that previous rolls should be used in absence of agreement on 

revisions. PM Gomes 22 Oct said his former ally and opposition leader Umaru 

Sissoco Embalo, also presidential candidate, was preparing coup; recording of 

conversation between Sissoco and unidentified man about fomenting trouble 

circulated on social networks. Sissoco denied accusations. Police 26 Oct cracked 

down on opposition protest in Bissau calling for revision of electoral rolls and delay 

of presidential election, one person reportedly killed. President Vaz 28 Oct dissolved 

govt saying political situation was undermining normal functioning of state 

institutions and 29 Oct named Faustino Fudut Imbali (PM from 2000 to 2003) as 

PM, but incumbent PM Gomes refused to step down. ECOWAS same day rejected 

Vaz’s decision and insisted Gomes was still PM; UN, AU and Angola supported 

ECOWAS position. 

 Liberia Police 10 Oct closed radio station critical of President Weah, Roots FM, 

accusing it of inciting violence, and used tear gas to disperse people protesting 

against move in capital Monrovia, reportedly arresting four. Central Bank Governor 

Nathaniel Patray resigned 24 Oct amid investigations over his alleged role in 

misallocation of state funds. Hundreds of students 15 Oct protested in capital 

Monrovia to demand govt pay teachers’ salary arrears; protest turned violent, several 

students reportedly injured. 

 Nigeria Boko Haram (BH) factions maintained insurgency in north east 

despite military operations, and in north west banditry and other violence continued 

at lower intensity following peace efforts by state govts. In Borno state in north east, 

BH insurgents belonging both to Islamic State-allied faction Islamic State West 



Africa Province (ISWAP) and Abubakar Shekau-led faction kept up attacks on 

military and civilians. Notably, insurgents 3 Oct ambushed military convoy in Mauli-

Borgozo area killing eleven soldiers. Next day insurgents stormed Milwa village, 

Chibok area killing two. Troops clashed with ISWAP 19 Oct near Jakana, about 40km 

from state capital Maiduguri; army said it killed seven fighters, Islamic State (ISIS) 

said insurgents killed ten soldiers. Shekau 13 Oct released video dismissing govt 

claim that some BH fighters had grown tired of fighting. In north west, state govts 

reported progress on peace efforts, but banditry and other violence continued albeit 

at lower intensity. In Zamfara state, bandits attacked communities in Anka, Maru, 

Gummi and Gusau areas throughout month, notably dozens of gunmen 3 Oct 

stormed Sunke village in Anka area killing nine soldiers. In Niger state, gunmen 9 

Oct attacked three communities in Shiroro area, displacing over 1,200 residents. In 

Kaduna state, bandits 20 Oct attacked about seventeen villages in Igabi area killing 

at least three vigilantes; air force 4 Oct said it killed ten bandits in Birnin Gwari area. 

Islamic State (ISIS) 24 Oct said ISWAP fighters from neighbouring Niger killed 

several soldiers in 1 Oct attack in Sokoto state, but neither army nor any other source 

confirmed incident. 

 


