
 

Africa 

Central Africa 

 Burundi   Sporadic violence continued, notably in centre, UN 

decided to appoint special rapporteur on human rights, and Kinshasa 

arrested dozens of suspected Burundian rebels. Unidentified assailants 10 

Oct killed two military in exchange of fire in Murumvya province. Inhabitants of 

Cibitoke province 14-17 Oct discovered around a dozen mutilated bodies in or near 

Rusizi river; in response, President Ndayishimiye 18 Oct sent delegation to area to 

discuss security situation with provincial governor. Govt 20 Oct handed over 11 

suspected members of Rwandan dissident group National Liberation Front (FLN) to 

Kigali; Rwandan intelligence chief Gen Vincent Nyakarundi welcomed move, but 

said hundreds more insurgents present in Burundi’s Kibira forest. UN Human Rights 

Council 8 Oct voted to appoint special rapporteur on human rights in Burundi, 

following work of UN Commission of Inquiry on Burundi (2016-2021) whose final 

report was released in Sept. DR Congo authorities 5 Oct arrested over 30 alleged 

Burundian rebels in South Kivu province and 10 Oct claimed to have killed same day 

two Burundian members of RED-Tabara armed group; RED-Tabara 11 Oct denied 

claim. 

 Cameroon   Violence in Anglophone regions continued unabated, 

with riot erupting after killing of five-year old girl in South West; jihadist 

violence persisted in Far North. In South West (SW), after govt soldier 14 Oct 

opened fire on private car at checkpoint in Buea town, killing five-year-old girl, 

reportedly after driver refused extortion attempt, riot erupted; thousands 

immediately gathered to protest military abuses, lynched soldier; incident 

intensified community tensions between Anglophones and Francophones across 

country and on social media in subsequent days. Also in SW, insurgents continued 

to resort to IEDs, including 20 Oct at Ikiliwindi, near Kumba city. Earlier in month, 

Anglophone separatists 1 Oct enforced “lockdown” (general strike and curfew) and 

held parades in North West (NW) and SW regions to mark self-proclaimed 

“Independence Day”. Violence continued in NW. Notably, clashes 1 Oct left two 

separatist fighters and two govt soldiers killed in Nkambe town; separatist-planted 

IED same day destroyed army truck in Oku town, leaving unknown number of 

casualties. Unidentified assailant 5 Oct fired shots in Matazem village near border 

with French-speaking West region in vicinity of visiting PM Ngute, sparking panic, 

leaving no casualties. Also in NW, separatist fighters 6 Oct killed bike rider in Bui 

division for breaching lockdown imposed during PM Dion Ngute’s visit to region late 

Sept-early Oct; 21 and 24 Oct attacked govt forces using IEDs and assault rifles with 

unspecified number of deaths in Ngie and at Belo and Oku towns respectively. 

Meanwhile, govt forces same day burnt houses in Luh village, and 7 Oct in Kumbo 

town displacing civilians; 13 Oct killed four separatist fighters and burnt more 

houses in Bui division. Pro-govt Fulani militia 17-19 Oct burnt several houses in 

Wum, NW, killing seven civilians. Governors of regions bordering Lake Chad 3-4 Oct 

met in capital Yaoundé to discuss countering jihadist insurgency. Jihadist violence 

continued in Far North with govt forces killing over 15 insurgents 1 Oct and 

insurgents killing seven civilians 7 Oct in Achighachia, Mayo Tsanaga Division. 



 Central African Republic   Despite President Touadéra’s unilateral 

ceasefire with rebel groups, violence across country persisted. Fighting 

pitting army and international allies mainly against Return, Rehabilitation and 

Reclamation (3R) rebel group in west and Union for Peace in the Central African 

Republic (UPC) rebel group in centre-east continued. In west, presumed 3R rebels 4 

Oct killed three Russian forces in Bombo town, Mambéré-Kadéï prefecture, two 

rebels also dead; rebels 11 Oct reportedly killed five Russian paramilitaries near 

Banga village, also Mambéré-Kadéï; clashes reportedly left three rebels dead. Rebels 

15 Oct attacked army position near Ngaoundaye town, Ouham-Pendé prefecture, 

killing three; army blamed 3R rebel group. In centre-east, rebels 7 Oct attacked army 

post near Bambari town, Ouaka prefecture, leaving two soldiers dead, rebel 

casualties unknown. Fighting in and around Bria town, Haute-Kotto prefecture, 11-

12 Oct reportedly left three soldiers, two UPC rebels and foreign paramilitary dead. 

In centre-east, rebel group 5 Oct attacked combined commercial and humanitarian 

convoy at Matchika village near Bambari town in Ouaka prefecture, killing at least 

30 civilians; govt 7 Oct accused UPC group but UPC denied involvement. In south, 

army and UPC insurgents starting 14 Oct fought for control of Alindao town, Basse-

Kotto prefecture, with rebels partly controlling town by month’s end. Meanwhile, 

President Touadéra 15 Oct declared unilateral ceasefire in fight against rebel groups, 

complying with key demand of international partners; in response, rebel groups 

agreed to comply with ceasefire if govt respects pledge. Govt forces, international 

paramilitaries and rebel groups however all violated ceasefire in following two 

weeks; notably, international paramilitaries 16-17 Oct reportedly killed at least seven 

civilians in Benzambe village, Ouham prefecture. UN human rights experts 27 Oct 

expressed concern at recent abuses against civilians by international “private 

military and security contractors”. On political front, Justice Minister Arnaud 

Djoubaye Abalene 1 Oct presented National Commission of Enquiry report into 

abuses committed in 2021, which found rebel groups responsible for most incidents 

but confirming recent UN findings that national army and international 

paramilitaries also responsible for numerous abuses; report calls for all suspected 

soldiers to face justice and suspected international paramilitary forces to be expelled. 

 Chad   Opposition took to street against military rule, while 

transitional authorities moved ahead with preparation of national 

dialogue. In capital N’Djamena, security forces 2 Oct violently dispersed opposition 

coalition Wakit Tama’s march against continued military rule, leaving dozens 

injured according to Wakit Tama, an assessment contested by the authorities. 

Another march took place 9 Oct despite police ban: security forces again clamped 

down on protesters, injuring several and arresting dozens before releasing them 

same day; following march, authorities 10 Oct raided office of Les Transformateurs 

party in N’Djamena, arresting a Wakit Tama coalition member, and 11 Oct arresting 

three Wakit Tama leaders before releasing them next day. Special Committee on 

dialogue with armed groups, in charge of resolving disagreement between armed 

groups and authorities on preconditions for talks, 1 Oct held first session; committee 

officials 18 Oct travelled to France and Egypt to meet armed group representatives; 

several representatives 27 Oct expressed willingness to join dialogue but set 

preconditions, including amnesty. Also, committee in charge of organising national 

dialogue launched local consultations in many provinces throughout Oct. 



 DR Congo   Violence persisted in east, notably at hands of suspected 

ADF rebel group, and President Tshisekedi confirmed appointment of 

head of electoral body despite criticism. Suspected Allied Democratic Forces 

(ADF) rebels continued attacks in Ituri province, killing dozens and reportedly 

kidnapping scores between 1 and 18 Oct. Notably, assailants 1 Oct attacked Komanda 

village; local civil society group said seven killed and blamed ADF. Presumed ADF 9 

Oct attacked Mambelenga village, reportedly leaving six dead, and 12 Oct attacked 

same area, reportedly leaving at least two dead and dozens missing. Also in Ituri, 

army 2 Oct launched offensive against armed group Cooperative for the 

Development of Congo (CODECO) at Lipri village, Djugu territory; 21 civilians 

reported dead. Suspected CODECO continued attacks including burning and 

pillaging villages in Ituri’s Djugu territory 18 Oct. Meanwhile, in North Kivu (NK) 

province, suspected Mai Mai militia 9 Oct attacked army post near Beni city, army 

same day said eight attackers killed; unidentified assailants 15 Oct shot and killed 

park warden in Virunga National Park. National Assembly 14 Oct approved tenth 

extension of state of siege in eastern provinces, which sees army take on key public 

roles. Court in Bunia 15 Oct sentenced seven military, including five colonels, to 

prison for corruption. Meanwhile, long-running dispute over head of electoral body 

peaked as National Assembly 3 Oct appointed electoral expert Denis Kadima; move 

followed failure by religious organisations – called on to offer opinion – previous day 

to agree on common candidate, with Catholic and Protestant churches disapproving 

of Kadima. Parties of prominent opponents Moïse Katumbi and Vital Kamerhe 

criticised Kadima’s appointment, saying he was too close to President Tshisekedi. 

Tshisekedi 22 Oct however signed ordonnance, confirming Kadima’s appointment, 

along with 12 members of electoral body; Constitutional Court 26 Oct swore in new 

electoral body with Kadima as head; opposition however refused to send delegates 

and boycotted session. 

Horn of Africa 

 Eritrea   Country’s re-election to UN Human Rights Council widely 

criticised. UN General Assembly 14 Oct re-elected Eritrea to Human Rights 

Council (HRC) for another three years. NGO Global Centre for the Responsibility to 

Protect same day said election to HRC of “states that have a history of violating 

human rights and perpetrating atrocities at home and abroad”, including Eritrea, 

“deeply disturbing”. Prior to election, NGO Human Rights Watch 12 Oct had called 

on UN member states to “refrain from voting” for Eritrea, citing country’s “abysmal 

rights records” both at home and in neighbouring Ethiopia’s Tigray region. 

  Ethiopia   Amid escalatory fighting in north, Tigray forces 

captured more territory in Amhara region and could launch an offensive 

on capital Addis Ababa in coming weeks; clashes between insurgents and 

govt forces spiked in Oromia region. Following federal airstrikes 7-8 Oct 

against Tigray forces positions near Wergessa town in North Wello Zone and Wegel 

Tena town in South Wello Zone, federal troops alongside allied Amhara forces 11 Oct 

launched ground offensive against Tigray forces in Amhara region. In subsequent 

days, clashes caused large number of deaths, and Tigray forces pushed back against 

assault, capturing towns including Wuchale in Amhara and Chifra on Amhara-Afar 

border. After moving further southward, Tigray forces 31 Oct poised to take control 



of Dessie and Kombolcha cities (both Amhara region). In Tigray region, federal air 

forces 18-28 Oct launched airstrikes on regional capital Mekelle for first time since 

Addis Ababa pulled out of most of Tigray in June; 20 Oct also bombed nearby Agbe 

town; govt said it targeted Tigray forces’ facilities, but locals reported civilian deaths. 

Anti-Tigrayan hate speech increased with TV journalist Mesay Mekonnen 30 Oct 

calling for all Tigrayans to be placed in concentration camps. Meanwhile, in Oromia 

region, clashes between insurgent group Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and govt 

forces spiked. Guji Zone saw fiercest clashes, with local officials claiming security 

forces killed scores of insurgents 2-6 Oct; rebels claimed 700 security forces killed 

and hundreds more injured in Sept-Oct, mostly in western and southern Oromia. In 

East Wollega Zone, unidentified attackers 10-11 Oct killed 22 civilians and displaced 

over 900 households; regional officials blamed OLA, while residents accused ethnic 

Amhara gunmen. Oromo and Amhara militias 18 Oct clashed in Horo Guduru 

Wollega Zone. Insecurity persisted in Benishangul-Gumuz region, with unidentified 

gunmen reportedly killing at least four civilians in two attacks in Metekel Zone 19 

Oct. PM Abiy, sworn in 4 Oct for second term, 6 Oct reshuffled govt. After Addis 

Ababa late Sept expelled seven top UN officials for allegedly meddling in internal 

affairs, UN Sec-Gen Guterres 6 Oct denounced “unprecedented” act, demanded 

“evidence” of wrongdoings during UN Security Council emergency meeting. 

 Kenya   Govt rejected International Court of Justice (ICJ) judgement 

on maritime border dispute with Somalia, and political jockeying 

continued ahead of 2022 general elections. Ahead of ICJ ruling on stretch of 

Indian Ocean disputed with Somalia, Nairobi 8 Oct rejected court’s jurisdiction 

saying judgement would be “culmination of a flawed judicial process”. ICJ 12 Oct 

delivered judgement splitting disputed territory between Kenya and Somalia and de 

facto attributing several Nairobi-claimed offshore oil blocks to Mogadishu; President 

Kenyatta same day rejected ruling, accusing court of “persistent procedural 

unfairness” and “denial of the right to a fair hearing”. Ruling could further strain 

relations between Kenya and Somalia. Meanwhile, competition continued between 

frontrunners for 2022 presidential election, Deputy President William Ruto from 

ruling Jubilee party and opposition Orange Democratic Movement (ODM) leader 

Raila Odinga. Mount Kenya region (centre) emerged as main playing field with 

support for Odinga increasing across region, where ODM traditionally fares poorly. 

Meanwhile in Busia town (west), Ruto’s opponents 23 Oct barricaded roads to block 

his motorcade; riot police dispersed protests and arrested eight. Electoral 

commission 25 Oct said only 760,000 new voters registered one week before 

registration ends, far from final target of 6 mn. Army vehicle 12 Oct struck explosive 

device in Lamu county near border with Somalia, leaving at least six soldiers injured; 

al-Qaeda-affiliated Al-Shabaab group same day claimed attack, said 14 soldiers 

killed. Internationally, Kenyatta 14 Oct met U.S. President Biden in U.S. capital 

Washington to discuss situation in Somalia and Ethiopia in light of Kenya’s Oct 

presidency of UN Security Council. Kenyatta 20 Oct lifted COVID-19-related curfew, 

which had been in place since March 2020. 

 Nile Waters   Efforts to resolve water dispute between Ethiopia, 

Egypt and Sudan remained at standstill. Sudanese diplomatic source 9 Oct 

reportedly told Egyptian newspaper Al-Masry Al-Youm that AU’s Democratic 

Republic of Congo Presidency had not yet set date for resuming negotiations on 

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) dispute. Egyptian Irrigation Minister 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/mekelle-capital-ethiopias-tigray-hit-by-air-strikes-regional-tv-2021-10-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/capital-ethiopias-tigray-hit-by-air-strike-second-time-this-week-tv-2021-10-20/


Mohamed Abdel-Ati 11 Oct said negotiations were “almost frozen” and “international 

communications [on the matter] do not live up to our ambitions” in apparent 

reference to Sept UN Security Council statement calling for resumption of AU-led 

talks. Ethiopian foreign ministry 14 Oct said Addis Ababa was ready to resume talks 

under AU auspices. In address to international water conference in Egyptian capital 

Cairo, Egyptian President Sisi 24 Oct called for “balanced and legally binding 

agreement” to be reached as soon as possible, citing Egypt’s “almost exclusive 

dependence” on Nile waters. 

 Somalia   Electoral process inched forward while leadership tussle 

quietened, ASWJ militia re-emerged in centre, and Al-Shabaab attacks 

continued notably in capital Mogadishu. Following weeks-long tussle between 

President Farmajo and PM Roble, leaders 21 Oct agreed to move on and focus on 

accelerating long-delayed electoral cycle. Upper House elections progressed with 

Somaliland, Hirshabelle and Jubaland states completing process. By month’s end, 

only two seats for Galmudug state remained open. More complex Lower House 

process remained behind schedule due to technical, logistical and political issues, 

but expected to kick off 1 Nov. Meanwhile, Ahlu Sunnah Wal Jama’a (ASWJ) militia 

re-emerged in Galmudug state. ASWJ early Oct captured Galguduud region’s Guricel 

and Ceel Dheer cities along main road to Galmudug state capital Dhusamareb, and 

Mataban town in Hirshabelle state’s Hiraan region. Galmudug Security Minister 

Ahmed Moalim Fiqi 7 Oct resigned, claiming Galmudug President Ahmed “Qoor 

Qoor” had chosen conflict rather than dialogue. ASWJ mid-Oct withdrew from Ceel 

Dheer and Mataban to concentrate forces around Guricel, leading to fierce fighting 

with Galmudug and federal forces; senior ASWJ official said 120 people killed in 

Guricel district 23-25 Oct, while Galmudug state said 16 soldiers killed in three days 

of fighting; UN 26 Oct recorded at least 100,000 displaced. Al-Shabaab attacks 

continued in Mogadishu. Notably, suicide vest attack at restaurant in Yaqshid 

district 12 Oct left at least three people dead. IED explosion same day targeted 

security forces convoy in Daynile district, leaving intelligence officer and two 

bodyguards killed. In Hirshabelle state capital Jowhar, IED likely planted by Al-

Shabaab 5 Oct targeted members of state parliament returning from celebration of 

Hirshabelle’s five-year anniversary, reportedly injuring two; attack demonstrates 

group’s persistent determination to undermine even symbolic govt achievements. 

Al-Shabaab 30 Oct reportedly killed two soldiers in Bari region. AU Mission in 

Somalia 25 Oct said it had regained control of Basra area from Al-Shabaab militants 

in Lower Shabelle region jointly with govt forces 16-22 Oct. Roble 5 Oct condemned 

“inhuman and irregular” evictions of Somali nationals from contested areas by 

Somaliland authorities (see Somaliland). International Court of Justice 12 Oct issued 

ruling over Kenya-Somalia’s maritime border, sparking Nairobi’s ire (see Kenya). 

 Somaliland   Authorities evicted Somali nationals from contested 

areas, prompting tensions with Mogadishu. Authorities early Oct started to 

expel Somali nationals, primarily Rahanweyn clan members, from Las Anod city in 

disputed Sool region, arguing deportees were major security threat amid series of 

unexplained assassinations of officials in area. UN humanitarian agency 4 Oct 

warned “situation has the potential to stoke tensions and exacerbate vulnerability 

with profound humanitarian consequences”, while Somalia’s PM Mohamed Hussein 

Roble next day condemned “inhuman and irregular” evictions. UN refugee agency 



reported 7,250 displaced by 15 Oct. Deportation order later extended to Erigabo 

town in disputed Sanaag region, with police reportedly evicting dozens 25 Oct. 

 South Sudan   President Kiir launched talks with breakaway faction 

of VP Machar’s party, raising tensions within unity govt; violence 

continued in south and centre. In Sudan’s capital Khartoum, govt delegation 2 

Oct started formal talks with “Kitgwang” faction of Sudan People’s Liberation 

Movement/Army-In Opposition (SPLM/A-IO), which broke away from VP Riek 

Machar’s leadership in Aug. Splinter group – headed by Machar’s ethnic Nuer former 

military chief of staff, Gen Simon Gatwech Dual, and prominent ethnic Shilluk 

warlord, Gen Johnson Olony – demanded all govt seats currently allocated to 

Machar’s party, sought to negotiate integration into national army, and championed 

ethnic Shilluk territorial claims around disputed Upper Nile state capital Malakal. In 

response, Machar’s party rejected Kitgwang faction’s claim to any share of its current 

govt positions and accused Kiir of fomenting division in SPLM/A-IO ranks that led 

to split. Violence in Tambura area of Western Equatoria state (south) continued as 

Juba’s order for all armed groups to leave Tambura by 1 Oct unheeded; humanitarian 

agencies including World Food Programme and World Vision International 

reportedly evacuated staff from Tambura after gunshots between warring parties 14 

Oct. Conflict took on increasingly communal tones, pitting local ethnic Azande, 

dominant group in state, against local ethnic Balanda; Balanda seen as loyal to 

Machar’s appointed state governor, Alfred Fatuyo, while Azande forces largely 

commanded by Fatuyo’s ex-deputy, James Nando, who last year defected from 

Machar to Kiir’s camp. Violence also ran high in centre. In Warrap state’s Tonj East 

and Tonj North counties, intercommunal clashes between Thiik, Luachjang and Lou 

Paher youth communities around 3 Oct reportedly left at least 35 people dead and 

another 80 injured, and displaced thousands. In neighbouring Unity state, clashes 

between forces loyal to senior county official and unidentified armed group 6 Oct 

killed one and injured another seven in Koch county. UN Commission on Human 

Rights in South Sudan 20 Oct expressed “alarm and dismay” over “ongoing threats, 

harassment and intimidation of prominent human rights defenders, journalists and 

civil society actors” by “overzealous security services”, said shrinking space for civil 

society “undermining efforts to achieve a sustainable peace”. 

  Sudan   Military takeover upended country’s transition to civilian 

rule; deadly crackdown on anti-coup protesters could presage splits in 

military and violent escalation. Head of Sovereign Council, Gen Abdel Fattah 

al-Burhan, 25 Oct declared state of emergency, dissolved Sovereign Council and 

transitional govt as military forces detained several civilian govt officials including 

PM Hamdok. Military same day shut down internet access, blocked roads and 

bridges in capital Khartoum, and stormed state broadcaster’s headquarters in 

neighbouring Omdurman city. Tens of thousands immediately took to streets in 

Khartoum to denounce coup; security forces cracked down using live ammunition, 

reportedly leaving at least seven dead and 140 injured. In following days, 

demonstrators blocked roads in Khartoum with makeshift barricades and burning 

tyres, and several sectors went on strike to reject coup, culminating in 30 Oct 

countrywide protests which saw tens of thousands demand restoration of civilian-

led govt amid ongoing internet shutdown; troops killed at least three in Omdurman 

and reportedly injured at least 245 across country. Hamdok 26 Oct allowed to return 

home under heavy security; location of most other detained civilian officials 



remained unknown by month’s end. UN-led and other mediation efforts under way 

late Oct; possible formation of new transitional govt – likely featuring Hamdok 

though heavily influenced by military – could prompt backlash from street or 

sections of military. International actors swiftly condemned coup, with country’s AU 

membership and World Bank’s aid suspended 27 Oct. Earlier in month, tensions 

escalated between civilian and military components of transition following Sept’s 

failed coup attempt and as Port Sudan blockade (led by Beja tribe demanding greater 

representation under Oct 2020 peace deal) caused shortages. Several groups 

including faction of Sudan Liberation Movement/Army led by Minni Minnawi and 

Finance Minister Jibril Ibrahim’s Justice and Equality Movement 2 Oct split from 

governing political coalition Forces for Freedom and Change. Countrywide protest 

in support of democratic transition and civilian rule 21 Oct dwarfed pro-military 

demonstrations held in Khartoum 16-18 Oct. Meanwhile, security forces 4 Oct killed 

four suspected Islamic State members in raid in Khartoum; one military officer also 

killed. 

 Tanzania   Govt cracked down on freedom of speech in moves 

reminiscent of late President Magufuli’s era; meanwhile, Islamist 

militants launched attacks in south. NGO Reporters without Borders 7 Oct said 

police late Sept detained cartoonist Optatus John Fwema in Dar es Salaam city after 

he shared cartoon critical of President Suluhu Hassan on social media. Police 2 Oct 

reportedly arrested YouTube news channel Mgawe TV journalists Harold 

Shemsanga and Ernest Mgawe in Dar es Salaam; police 4 Oct released them. Court 

case against Freeman Mbowe, leader of main opposition party Chadema, further 

delayed as Judge Mustapha Siyani, in charge of case, 20 Oct stepped down after 

Suluhu Hassan 8 Oct appointed him as Principal Judge of High Court. Islamist 

militants active in northern Mozambique launched cross-border attacks into 

southern Tanzania, reportedly killing woman in Kiwengulo village 1 Oct and 

abducting several villagers in Tandahimba district overnight 20-21 Oct. 

 Uganda   Bomb blasts killed two in or near capital Kampala; army 

further deployed to Karamoja sub-region as deadline for voluntary 

surrender of weapons expired. Bomb 23 Oct exploded in crowded restaurant in 

Kampala suburb; one reportedly dead and several injured. Islamic State (ISIS) 24 

Oct claimed responsibility, while police said attack launched by ISIS local affiliate 

Allied Democratic Forces (ADF). Unidentified individual 25 Oct also detonated 

bomb in probable suicide attack on bus near Kampala, leaving one dead and several 

injured; President Museveni later claimed sole casualty was suspected attacker. 

Police 26 Oct announced arrest previous day of three individuals suspected of 

involvement in 23 Oct bombing, and alleged “high connectivity” between two 

bombing attacks. Meanwhile, army stepped up deployment in Karamoja sub-region, 

where cattle theft has sparked violence in recent months, as 17 Oct deadline for 

voluntary disarmament expired. Karamoja community leaders 19 Oct agreed on 

ways to fight cattle theft and improve recovery of stolen stock. Anonymous leaflets 

threatening violence against local residents distributed throughout Oct in central 

Masaka region raising concerns about security situation in area in coming weeks and 

months; latest event follows period of brutal violence in late July-early Aug when 

unidentified assailants killed over 20 people with machetes in Masaka and Lwengo 

districts. 



Southern Africa 

 Eswatini   Crackdown on new wave of pro-democracy protests left 

several dead. Amid mounting student mobilisation to demand free schooling, end 

of absolute monarchy and release of pro-democracy MPs arrested in July, authorities 

late Sept-early Oct deployed police and military to several schools. In one incident, 

authorities reportedly fired live ammunition in Tikhuba High School (east) 8 Oct; 

local pro-democracy NGO Swaziland Solidarity Network also alleged 17 students 

including seven-year-old child arrested during protests 11 Oct. After police 13 Oct 

shot and killed bus driver during clashes with protesters demonstrating for better 

wages in Malkerns town (west), transportation workers joined wider pro-democracy 

protest movement, blocking several key roads across country; police next day shot 

and killed individual at roadblock in Mpaka town (centre east). Students 14 Oct 

stormed and burnt Shewula police station (north east), and govt 16 Oct closed 

schools indefinitely. UN Sec-Gen Guterres 18 Oct expressed concerns at excessive 

force and indefinite closure of schools. Security forces 20 Oct cracked down on 

protests in Mbabane (north west) and Manzini (centre) cities, reportedly killing one 

and injuring at least 80, including 30 by gunshot. Govt next day banned all protests 

and reportedly shut down social media platform Facebook. Southern African 

Development Community 21-22 Oct deployed high-level delegation to country in bid 

to defuse situation, 23 Oct said King Mswati III had agreed to hold national dialogue; 

banned opposition party People’s United Democratic Front and coalition of civil 

society groups and opposition parties Swaziland Multi-Stakeholders Forum 

immediately rejected move, describing it as “ploy to mislead” mediators. 

 Mozambique   Amid sustained counter-insurgency offensive, 

Islamist militants continued attacks in far north; govt forces killed 

leader of armed dissident Renamo faction. In far north Cabo Delgado 

province, heavy fighting between govt forces and militants reported 1 Oct in 

Muidumbe district; no casualty estimates available. In Mocìmboa da Praìa district, 

pro-govt forces 6 Oct reportedly killed two militants in Limala village, including 

individual responsible for massacre of 52 civilians in Muidumbe district in 2020. 

Southern African regional bloc SADC Mission in Mozambique (SAMIM) 3 Oct 

announced death of local militant leader Awadhi Ndanjile in Nangade district late 

Sept. SAMIM throughout month staged offensives notably in Quissanga district, 

freeing 47 civilians from militant captivity in Bilibiza and Namuluco villages 13 Oct 

and capturing five insurgents near Cagemba village 15 Oct; 26 Oct captured seven 

militants at Quiterajo administrative post in Macomia district. SADC 5 Oct extended 

SAMIM’s mandate for another 90 days. Despite offensive, Islamist militants 

continued attacks, killing three civilians and abducting another in Quitico village, 

Palma district, 1 Oct, and reportedly kidnapping 12 women and two children in 

Macomia, Meluco and Mueda districts next day. Militants 21 Oct attacked 

Muidumbe district capital Namacande, and 24 Oct killed three, including two pro-

govt militiamen, in Chitama village, Nangade district. Security forces faced new 

accusations of arbitrary detention and other abuses against civilians. Notably, in 

Mocìmboa da Praìa, govt forces 6-8 Oct intercepted at least seven boats near 

Mecungo island, detained passengers and reportedly demanded ransom payment to 

allow boats to continue their journey; 10 Oct arbitrarily arrested 60 civilians off coast 

of Matemo island, Ibo district, claimed they were smuggling supplies to Islamist 



militants; and 26 Oct allegedly killed at least ten civilians off coast of Macomia 

district. Pro-govt militia 7 Oct captured and executed four young men they accused 

of being militants in Muatide village, Muidumbe district. Meanwhile in Sofala 

province’s Cheringoma district (centre), govt forces 11 Oct killed Mariano Nhongo, 

leader of Renamo Military Junta (JMR), armed dissident faction of Renamo party; 

Renamo Sec Gen André Magibire next day said party would welcome JMR members 

who lay down weapons. 

 Zimbabwe   Political tensions ran high as string of attacks against 

main opposition party and its leader left dozens injured and infighting 

within ruling party continued. MDC-A faction of main opposition party accused 

supporters of ruling ZANU-PF party of torpedoing MDC-A leader Nelson Chamisa’s 

countrywide tour. Notably, in Masvingo province, suspected ZANU-PF supporters 11 

Oct reportedly attacked Chamisa’s convoy in Charumbira area, leaving at least five 

injured, and 14 Oct allegedly beat and kidnapped six MDC-A members in Gutu 

district on their way back from meeting addressed by Chamisa. In Manicaland 

province, anti-riot police 19 Oct raided and dispersed MDC-A meeting and suspected 

ZANU-PF youths later same day shot at MDC-A convoy on outskirts of Mutare city, 

hitting Chamisa’s vehicle; MDC-A next day denounced “assassination attempt” on 

Chamisa. In Mashonaland East province, suspected ZANU-PF 24 Oct reportedly 

attacked MDC-A members in Goromonzi district, injuring four. In Mashonaland 

West province, MDC-A members 30 Oct reportedly clashed with ZANU-PF members 

attempting to block Chamisa from addressing villagers in Zvimba district, leaving 

scores injured. Infighting continued within ZANU-PF, with President Mnangagwa’s 

legitimacy contested. Notably, rival factions 10 Oct clashed during ZANU-PF 

meeting in Manicaland province; police next day arrested 20 for alleged involvement 

in violence. ZANU-PF member Sybeth Musengezi 20 Oct filed application to 

Bulawayo High Court challenging legality of Nov 2017 election of Mnangagwa as 

party leader. Meanwhile, MDC-T faction of main opposition party throughout month 

reiterated call for suspension of 2023 general elections and formation of govt of 

national unity; notably, MDC-T leader Douglas Mwonzora 8 Oct threatened to 

boycott elections unless govt implements electoral reforms. Following ten-day visit 

to Zimbabwe to assess impact of sanctions on human rights situation, UN Special 

Rapporteur Alena Douhan 28 Oct called for lifting of sanctions. 

Sahel 

 Burkina Faso   Islamic State affiliate launched deadly attacks on 

civilians in northern Sahel region as jihadists continued to consolidate 

presence in east and expand westward. In Sahel region (north), presumed 

Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) militants 1-2 Oct killed 13 people 

including internally displaced persons and seized livestock in Oudalan province’s 

Markoye department. Unidentified assailants 29 Oct ambushed mining convoy in 

Seno Province, leaving two missing. Meanwhile, air force mid-Oct conducted air 

strikes on ISGS positions in Sahel region’s Seno province for first time since Aug; 

military also claimed air and ground operations against al-Qaeda-affiliated Group 

for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) militants in Sahel region, reportedly 

killing 30 in Yagha province 1 Oct, and another ten in Soum province next day. In 

Centre-North region, presumed JNIM 4 Oct attacked military camp in Sanmatenga 



province’s Barsalogho department, leaving 14 soldiers dead; three militants 

reportedly killed. In Boucle du Mouhoun region (north west) unidentified gunmen 

31 Oct attacked police station in Sourou province, killing five policemen; subsequent 

clashes reportedly left 15 assailants dead. In Cascades region (south west), spate of 

jihadists attacks, which started in Sept, continued in Comoé province. Notably, 

presumed JNIM 5 Oct clashed with VDPs in Mangodara department, one VDP and 

two militants reportedly dead; IED attacks 2 and 11 Oct killed four soldiers in same 

department. In East region, JNIM and affiliates week of 9-15 Oct abducted several 

civilians in separate attacks; 11 Oct killed two volunteers fighting alongside security 

forces (VDPs) in ambush in Kompienga province’s Madjoari department. Jihadist 

gains in east reportedly pushed displaced communities to negotiate their return with 

militants, and led to defections among VDPs. President Kaboré revamped armed 

forces, notably appointing new military chief of staff 6 Oct and new defence minister 

14 Oct. 

 Mali   Jihadist violence escalated further, notably in centre, with 

dozens of “Donso” militiamen killed; tensions ran high with 

international partners including over transition roadmap. In Mopti 

region, al-Qaeda-affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) 6 

Oct killed at least 16 soldiers in complex ambush involving explosive device in 

Bandiagara district; military claimed at least 15 militants also killed. JNIM militants 

and Bambara “Donso” militiamen 20 Oct clashed in Mopti’s Djenné district; at least 

50 Donsos reportedly killed, 80 wounded and one captured. In neighbouring Ségou 

region, JNIM-affiliated Katiba Macina 6 Oct clashed with Donsos in Niono district, 

allegedly killing at least 28. Suspected jihadists also kept up attacks in northern 

regions. Notably, explosive device 2 Oct killed UN peacekeeper in Kidal region’s 

Tessalit district. Unidentified gunmen 6 Oct killed two civilians in Diré district, 

Timbuktu region. Presumed Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) militants 14 

Oct killed two police and one civilian in Ansongo district, Gao region. Govt and 

French forces also accused of abuses against civilians. In Mopti’s Djenné district, 

military 5 Oct reportedly killed at least three ethnic Fulanis and tortured local imam; 

French Operation Barkhane 18 Oct allegedly killed unarmed woman in Timbuktu’s 

Gossi area. Meanwhile, French troops in coordination with U.S. and Malian forces 7 

Oct killed JNIM-affiliated Ansarul Islam commander Oumarou Mobo Modhi in 

Mopti region. Barkhane airstrike 16 Oct killed JNIM-linked jihadist group Katiba 

Serma leader Nasser al-Tergui at border between Timbuktu and Mopti regions. 

During visit to Bamako, chair of regional body ECOWAS, Ghanaian President Nana 

Akufo-Addo, 17 Oct urged interim President Goïta to uphold junta’s commitment to 

hold elections by Feb 2022. Interim authorities 24 Oct however said they would 

confirm election date after national consultations in Dec, and next day expelled 

ECOWAS envoy over “actions incompatible with his status”. Relations with France 

continued to deteriorate. Bamako 5 Oct summoned French ambassador to Mali to 

express “indignation and disapproval” after French President Macron earlier same 

day said French army will not “fill in for the non-work … of the Malian state”. 

 Niger   Jihadists continued attacks on civilians and state forces in 

south west, fuelling displacement and worsening food crisis. In Tillabery 

region (south west), suspected Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) militants 

3 Oct killed six civilians in Tera department; 5 Oct killed two civilians including 

Gassa village chief in Tillabery department; and 11 Oct stormed mosque in 



Banibangou department, leaving ten dead. Jihadists 17 Oct also attacked police post 

in Tera department, killing three police officers. Amid sustained efforts by President 

Bazoum to bolster relocation plan in region, local NGO Cluster Protection Niger said 

recent violence caused displacement of over 800 people in Tera department 4 Oct 

and another 150 in Tillabery department 9 Oct. UN humanitarian agency (OCHA) 1 

Oct warned of rising food insecurity in Tillabery region due to farmers’ inability to 

cultivate lands and surge of food prices amid violence; recorded around 600,000 

food insecure in region. In neighbouring Tahoua region, suspected bandits 10 and 12 

Oct robbed two businessmen, raising fear of insecurity spilling over from 

neighbouring Nigeria’s Sokoto state. Violence dropped in Diffa region (south east) in 

Oct; suspected jihadists 12 Oct however abducted four people. Several security 

incidents reported in Maradi region (south); notably, unidentified gunmen 4 and 6 

Oct abducted six civilians and seized livestock in Madarounfa department. Amid 

tense relations with Bamako since Malian military took power, Bazoum 6 Oct met 

leaders of main Malian armed groups signatory to 2015 Algiers peace agreement; 

rapprochement risks further aggravating diplomatic feud. “Pandora papers” 

investigation released 8 Oct alleged former Nigerien presidents including Bazoum’s 

predecessor Issoufou illegally awarded mining licences to Russian businessmen 

presumably as part of money-laundering scheme; accusations could heighten 

tensions within ruling party, including Bazoum’s inner circle potentially using 

allegations to reduce Issoufou’s influence. 

West Africa 

 Côte d’Ivoire   New political landscape taking shape amid 

appeasement between main political forces and mounting tensions 

within each camp; suspected jihadists attacked soldiers in north. In 

attempt to revive his political career, former President Gbagbo 17 Oct launched 

African People’s Party - Côte d’Ivoire (PPA-CI), vowed to “continue politics until his 

death”; new party’s pan-African ambition contrasts with Gbagbo’s previous ethno-

nationalist discourses. Representatives of both President Ouattara’s Rally of 

Houphouëtists for Democracy and Peace (RHDP) and opposition heavyweight Henri 

Konan Bédié’s Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) attended PPA-CI’s 

constitutive congress. Gbagbo late Oct named close allies as PPA-CI’s executive 

president and sec gen. Pascal Affi N’Guessan, leader of Gbagbo’s former party 

Ivorian Popular Front, 18 Oct announced his candidacy for 2025 presidential 

election. Meanwhile, Bédié same day said he would reshuffle PDCI’s executive 

secretariat to “modernise” party; move comes after PDCI Executive Secretary Jean-

Louis Billon in Sept announced his presidential candidacy. Amid tensions within 

presidential camp, notably between PM Patrick Achi and National Assembly First 

Deputy Speaker Adama Bictogo, Ouattara 15 October summoned senior party 

officials to discuss RHDP’s management; Ouattara reportedly plans to reshuffle 

party, a move that could curb Bictogo’s powers in favour of Achi, who has emerged 

as one of his potential successors. Meanwhile, unidentified assailants 13 Oct raided 

military checkpoint in Duékoué department (west), killing two. Suspected jihadists 

19 Oct targeted military post in Téhini department (north near border with Burkina 

Faso), wounding two soldiers; one assailant also killed. 



 Guinea   Junta leader sworn in as transition’s president and civilian 

PM appointed. Mamady Doumbouya, leader of military junta that overthrew 

President Condé in Sept, sworn in 1 Oct as president of transition; in inaugural 

speech, Doumbouya committed to “reforming the Guinean state”, “fighting 

corruption” and holding “free, credible and transparent elections” to pave way for 

return to civilian rule; transitional period’s duration however remains unknown. No 

head of states from regional body Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) attended inauguration ceremony. Doumbouya 6 Oct appointed civilian 

Mohamed Béavogui as PM; choice of political newcomer with roots in both central 

and southern Guinea could help overcome population’s defiance toward politicians 

and transcend deep-rooted ethno-regional cleavages, but Béavogui’s lack of political 

clout could hinder his ability to carry out reforms. In move to consolidate his control 

over armed forces, Doumbouya 12 Oct removed 42 army generals, including some 

close associates of Condé, and filled in strategic military positions with allies, notably 

appointing junta’s second-in-command Col Sadiba Koulibaly, as armed forces chief 

of staff. Meanwhile, in first worrying signs for press freedom since coup, authorities 

8 Oct reportedly prevented several privately-owned TV channels from covering 

Béavogui’s inauguration as PM and special forces that ousted Condé 9 Oct raided 

private media outlet Djoma Média, allegedly to look for missing state-owned 

vehicles, leaving two injured including security guard. Union of Private Press 

Professionals of Guinea 12 Oct accused junta of attempting to “stifle” media. 

ECOWAS delegation 28 Oct arrived in capital Conakry for third visit since Sept coup. 

 Nigeria   Amid sustained violence in north, local authorities warned 

of jihadist expansion into Middle Belt; trial of Biafra separatist leader 

sparked lockdowns in south. Amid persistent jihadist violence in north east, 

notably Borno state, military 14 Oct announced death of Islamic State West Africa 

Province (ISWAP) leader Abu Musab al-Barnawi without providing further details; 

28 Oct said it had killed ISWAP’s new leader Malam Bako earlier this month. In 

Niger state (Middle Belt), local govt official 3 Oct said Boko Haram (BH) had taken 

over multiple villages; Niger’s information commission later confirmed militants’ 

inroads in state, which borders Federal Capital Territory. Also in Niger state, 

unidentified gunmen 25 Oct killed at least 18 worshippers and reportedly abducted 

another 11 at mosque in Mashegu area. Meanwhile, criminal violence continued 

unabated in north west. In Sokoto state, suspected vigilante group 7 Oct killed 11 

Fulani herders in Gwadabawa area; unidentified gunmen next day raided market in 

Sabon Birni area, leaving at least 20 dead, and 17 Oct reportedly killed at least 49 

people in Goronyo area. In Zamfara state, gunmen 5 Oct killed at least 19 in Kuryan 

Madaro village. Security forces 7 Oct rescued around 190 civilians held captive by 

armed bandits in Zamfara forest; operation part of weeks-long military offensive in 

north-western states. Trial of Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) leader Nnamdi 

Kanu on charges of terrorism and treason 21 Oct resumed, was immediately 

adjourned to Nov; Umuahia and Aba cities in Kanu’s home state of Abia same day 

on total lockdown as part of months-long “sit-at-home” protest movement in south 

east calling for Kanu’s unconditional release. In third such attack this year, gunmen 

22 Oct stormed jail in Oyo state (south west), reportedly freed all inmates. One year 

after massive #EndSARS protests against police brutality, notably at hands of now-

disbanded Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), Lagos State Judicial Panel of Inquiry 

on brutality and human rights abuses committed by police 18 Oct concluded 

investigation, granting compensation to 70 victims; thousands around 20 Oct 



demonstrated across country to commemorate victims of brutal repression against 

#EndSARS movement. 


