Africa

Central Africa

®» Burundi Opposition boycotted govt’s initiative setting out path toward 2020
elections and govt agreed with conditions to take part in fifth round of inter-
Burundian dialogue in Sept. At govt’s invitation, registered political parties gathered
at Kayanza in north 3 Aug to compose roadmap to 2020 elections; twenty signed
document committing to promote democratic culture, reinforce security for free and
fair vote, revise legal framework and appoint new electoral commission leadership.
Two opposition parties attended but did not sign. Opposition coalition Amizero
y’Abarundi and two other opposition parties did not attend. Amizero y’Abarundi and
exiled opposition coalition CNARED criticised initiative as way to render void inter-
Burundian dialogue mediated by regional bloc East African Community (EAC). UN
Special Envoy Michel Kafando 9 Aug asked UN Security Council to call on all sides
to take part in fifth round of inter-Burundian dialogue to reach political settlement.
Representatives of EAC mediation team met authorities and opposition in capital
Bujumbura 16-17 Aug and agreed to hold new round of talks in Ugandan capital,
Kampala in Sept. UN Security Council 22 Aug criticised slow progress in talks and
urged parties to reach agreement well before 2020 elections. In session boycotted by
Amizero y’Abarundi, national assembly 29 Aug approved new electoral commission
members. Burundians protested outside Tanzanian embassy in Brussels 10 Aug
against perceived pressure by Tanzanian authorities on Burundian refugees to return
home.

®» Cameroon Ahead of Oct presidential elections, Boko Haram (BH) and
Anglophone separatists kept up insurgencies. In Far North, three BH attacks in
Mayo-Sava department 3 and 17 Aug left at least four people dead and army 3 Aug
killed three BH militants in Mayo-Tsanaga department. Govt 11 Aug said it had
arrested seven soldiers suspected of appearing in video circulated in June that shows
uniformed men killing two women and their children on grounds that women are
BH members; govt said investigations ongoing into second video showing soldiers
killing a dozen unarmed civilians. In Anglophone Northwest and Southwest regions,
separatist militants continued to attack security forces (killing at least six), state
representatives and traditional rulers and burn down property; security forces
repelled attacks, killing militants. Notably militants killed paramount ruler of
Balondo Bananga in Ekondo Titi, Southwest 12 Aug; attacked convoys of Northwest
region governor on way to and from Kumbo (Northwest) and of parliamentarian in
Northwest killing four soldiers, both incidents 14 Aug; and kidnapped first deputy
mayor of Ndop (Northwest) 16 Aug. Militants abducted ethnic Bamileke
(Francophone) chief in Bamumka Ndop (Northwest) 21 Aug. Separatists kidnapped
traditional leader and another civilian in Bambalang (Northwest) 23 Aug. Tensions
rose in Southwest between residents of Southwest and Northwest regions. Mayor of
Buea, Southwest region capital 31 July organised demonstration urging separatists
to release Southwestern chiefs and calling on separatists from Northwest to leave
Southwest. Separatists released chiefs hours later. Killing of Balondo Bananga chief
12 Aug fuelled calls by Southwesterners for separatists, whom they perceive as
mainly Northwesterners, to leave their region. Unidentified gunmen attacked home



of secretary general of the presidency in capital Yaoundé night of 10-11 Aug,
presidential guard killed two assailants.

®» Central African Republic Armed groups continued to cause insecurity in
provinces and African Union (AU) and Russia brokered parallel talks among armed
groups. Anti-balaka militants 2 Aug temporarily took control of Lioto village in
Ouaka province in centre-south before ex-Seleka fighters pushed them back, 25
people reportedly killed. Unidentified assailants looted convoy of International
Committee of the Red Cross 6km from Kaga-Bandoro in north 11 Aug. As part of AU
mediation initiative, facilitators met representatives of fourteen armed groups for
third time in Bouar in west 27-30 Aug to finalise joint demands. Russia organised
parallel talks in Sudanese capital Khartoum 28 Aug at which main leaders of
strongest armed groups signed preliminary agreement; they included anti-balaka
leader Maxime Mokom and ex-Seleka leaders Nourredine Adam and Abdoulaye
Hissene of Popular Front for the Central African Renaissance (FPRC), Mahamat al-
Khatim of Central African Patriotic Movement (MPC) and Ali Darass of Union for
Peace in the Central African Republic (UPC). After unidentified gunmen killed three
Russian journalists investigating alleged presence of Wagner private military
contractor 30 July, Russian govt said killers were “thieves” and denied any
responsibility. EU 13 Aug said it had expanded its military training mission in CAR
and extended it for two years until 19 Sept 2020; EU has also changed mission’s
mandate so that, in addition to providing strategic advice to defence ministry,
military personnel and armed forces, it can also advise presidency and interior
ministry. U.S. handed over 48 of planned 57 military vehicles to army 6 Aug. China’s
Poly Technologies handed over 70 vehicles to defence ministry 8 Aug. Russia and
CAR signed military cooperation agreement near Moscow 21 Aug, which reportedly
frames avenues of future cooperation, including opportunities to study in Russia.

¥ Chad One of strongest Chadian rebel groups present in south Libya, Military
Command Council for the Salvation of the Republic (CCMSR), 11 Aug crossed into
Chad and attacked military post near gold mines in Tibesti region in north, later
claiming to have killed several soldiers and abducted several more, including three
officers. Group proposed to hand over prisoners in exchange for govt releasing three
of its members arrested in Niger in late 2017 and deported to N’'Djamena, including
leader Mahamat Hassan Boulmaye. Govt rejected deal, asked population to leave
Kouri Bougri area and 17 Aug air force bombed it, reportedly wounding civilians.
Civil servants continued strike. Opposition party Democratic Union for
Development and Progress 27 Aug launched petition calling for removal of new
constitution enacted in May.

» é* DR Congo Following announcement that President Kabila will not run in
Dec presidential election, violence could flare if definitive list of candidates — to be
published 19 Sept — excludes main opposition contenders. Ruling coalition 8 Aug
announced that Kabila would not run, abiding by constitutional two-term limit, but
that it would be represented by Emmanuel Ramazani Shadary, secretary general of
coalition’s main party People’s Party for Reconstruction and Development. Jean-
Pierre Bemba, leader of opposition party Movement for the Liberation of Congo
acquitted by International Criminal Court (ICC) in June, returned to Congo 1-5 Aug,
submitting presidential candidacy. Govt prevented Moise Katumbi, leader of
opposition platform Together for Change, returning to Congo to submit candidacy



before 8 Aug deadline, denying him authorisation to land at Lubumbashi airport and
refusing him entry through land border with Zambia 3 and 4 Aug. Authorities
arrested dozens of his supporters in Lubumbashi. Katumbi’s spokesperson 12 Aug
said his platform had asked Council of State to lift irregular measure blocking his
return. In total 25 people lodged presidential candidacies. Main opposition parties
13 Aug reaffirmed intention to unite behind single candidate. Electoral commission
24 Aug published provisional list of candidates, barring six would-be candidates,
including Bemba on account of his ICC conviction for witness tampering. All six
began procedures at constitutional court to overturn decision. Catholic Church,
affiliated lay organisation, international community and opposition welcomed
Kabila’s decision to step down, but underscored that electoral commission needed to
resolve multiple issues to ensure free, fair and credible vote. In North Kivu province
in east, fourteen bodies found in Beni area 7 Aug, suspected victims of Allied
Democratic Forces armed group; fighting between two armed groups in Kalungu
area, Masisi territory reportedly left at least twelve civilians dead 5-10 Aug; army
fought Nduma Defence of Congo armed group to take control of Kasugho and
Kagheri areas, Lubero territory 14-17 Aug. Govt 1 Aug declared new Ebola outbreak
around Beni, North Kivu, and cases since reported in Ituri province; 75 deaths
reported by 30 Aug.

®» Republic of Congo Following Dec 2017 ceasefire, leader of Ninjas rebel group
Frederic Bintsamou, known as Pastor Ntumi, 22 Aug called on his followers to
disarm. Disarmament officially launched 7 Aug, but yet to start.

Horn of Africa

®» Djibouti Somalian President Farmajo met President Guelleh in Djibouti 16
Aug; Somalia’s support for lifting UN sanctions on Eritrea imposed in 2009 has
soured Somalia’s relations with Djibouti; UN placed sanctions on Eritrea partly
because latter had not withdrawn its forces from disputed border area following
clashes with Djibouti in June 2008.

®» Eritrea Following Somalian President Farmajo’s visit to Eritrea in July,
Eritrean foreign minister 13 Aug visited Mogadishu to strengthen ties; Somalia’s
support for lifting UN sanctions on Eritrea imposed in 2009 has soured Somalia’s
relations with Djibouti; UN placed sanctions on Eritrea partly because latter had not
withdrawn its forces from disputed border area following clashes with Djibouti in
June 2008.

¥ Ethiopia Ethno-religious tensions and mob violence rose in several areas,
especially in Somali region in east. In east, after federal govt forces tried to dismantle
Somali region’s Liyu police and remove regional President Abdi Mohamoud Omer
(known as Abdi Illey), both accused of human rights violations, youth and Liyu police
attacked non-ethnic Somalis, looted and burned their property and burned
Ethiopian Orthodox churches in regional capital Jijiga 4-5 Aug. Govt soldiers
reportedly exchanged fire with local Liyu police. Liyu police cracked down on
residents protesting attacks 6 Aug, killing four. Violence spread to at least four other
towns. Attacks in Dire Dawa, about 150km west of Jijiga, 2 Aug left at least nine
people dead, including six Djiboutian citizens; some 2,700 Djiboutians evacuated to



Djibouti. Abdi Illey resigned 6 Aug without giving reason, replaced by region’s
Finance Minister Ahmed Abdi Mohamed. Oromia region official said Liyu police
carried out cross-border attacks in East Hararghe district of Oromia region 11-12
Aug, killing at least 40 ethnic Oromos. Unidentified assailants reportedly killed at
least thirteen ethnic Somalis in same district 28 Aug. Following parliament’s removal
of three rebel groups from list of terrorist organisations in July, govt 7 Aug signed
reconciliation agreement with one, Oromo Liberation Front, fighting for self-
determination of Oromia region; another, Ogaden National Liberation Front,
fighting for secession of Somali region, 12 Aug declared unilateral ceasefire. Exiled
leadership of third, Patriotic Ginbot 7, early Aug said it would return home and
launch political activities. Amhara region authorities 16 Aug signed reconciliation
agreement with rebel group Amhara Democratic Forces Movement exiled in Eritrea.
Govt 10 Aug said United Arab Emirates was exploring investment opportunities
there, including building oil pipeline between Addis Ababa and Eritrea’s Assab port.

®» Kenya Al-Shabaab continued attacks on security forces and civilians in south
east near coast and in north east. In coastal Lamu county, five soldiers killed 8 Aug
when their vehicle triggered explosive device claimed by Al-Shabaab between
Majengo and Bodhei areas; five more soldiers killed when their vehicle hit explosive
device suspected to have been laid by Al-Shabaab on Sankuri-Kiunga road 29 Aug.
In north east, three people killed when their vehicle detonated explosive device
suspected to have been laid by Al-Shabaab in Wantey area, near Elwak in Mandera
county 13 Aug; large number of militants 20 Aug attacked police station and
communications mast in [jara, south of Garissa county, repelled by security forces.

®» Somalia Al-Shabaab maintained attacks, but at lower rate. In Mogadishu, Al-
Shabaab militants 2 Aug killed prominent businessman and activist Mohamed
Sheikh Ali, sparking protests across country and in diaspora; and 3 Aug attacked
restaurant killing three civilians. In Lower Shabelle region, Al-Shabaab car bombing
on military base at Afgoye, 30km north west of Mogadishu 5 Aug killed two soldiers.
Govt forces foiled car bombing outside Mogadishu 14 Aug having received
information from civilians, arrested five Al-Shabaab militants. Govt forces
recaptured from Al-Shabaab Marka city in Lower Shabelle, on coast about 100km
south west of Mogadishu 20 Aug. Puntland forces 17 Aug said they had retaken from
Al-Shabaab Af Urur town without a fight. U.S. airstrikes continued: first 120km
north west of Mogadishu 2 Aug killed four militants, second 46km north east of
Kismayo in south 21 Aug killed two militants; third about 40km south west of
Mogadishu 27 Aug killed three militants. Puntland region maintained military
standoff with Somaliland over disputed territory. Following President Farmajo’s
visit to Eritrea in July, Eritrean foreign minister 13 Aug visited Mogadishu to
strengthen ties. Farmajo met Djiboutian President Guelleh in Djibouti 16 Aug;
Somalia’s support for lifting UN sanctions on Eritrea imposed in 2009 has soured
Somalia’s relations with Djibouti; UN placed sanctions on Eritrea partly because
latter had not withdrawn its forces from disputed border area following clashes with
Djibouti in June 2008.

®» Somaliland Govt maintained military standoff with Somalia’s Puntland region
over disputed territory. Puntland interior minister 20 Aug threatened war with
Somaliland.



®» South Sudan President Kiir and rebel leader Riek Machar, having signed
security and power-sharing agreements in July, signed further power-sharing
agreement in Khartoum 5 Aug. Talks continued on outstanding issues including
number of states and their boundaries. Machar initially rejected draft agreement
including six-month roadmap for conclusion of final deal put forward 28 Aug, but
signed it 30 Aug. Kiir granted general amnesty to rebels including Machar 8 Aug.
U.S., UK and Norway 10 Aug expressed concern that arrangements agreed so far
were “not realistic or sustainable” and called on parties to “bring in a wider range of
stakeholders, and develop clear plans for the transition period”. Kiir 15 Aug told state
governors that under deal opposition would take over fourteen of 32 governorships.
Mediators from regional bloc Intergovernmental Authority on Development chaired
by Sudan 26 Aug proposed compromise on number and boundaries of states but
parties remained divided on matter. Army accused Machar’s rebels, Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement-In Opposition, of violating ceasefire signed in June by
attacking them 21 Aug in two areas of Northern Liech state in north, saying four
soldiers and nine rebels killed. Former Botswanan president, Festus Mogae, resigned
from position as Chairperson of Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission 20
Aug.

®» Sudan Three rebel groups in Darfur (Sudan Liberation Movement faction led
by Minni Minnawi, Justice and Equality Movement and Sudan Liberation
Movement-Transitional Council) extended for three months unilateral cessation of
hostilities in Darfur region 8 Aug. Sudan and Ethiopia 16 Aug agreed to withdraw
their troops from each other’s territory and deploy joint forces to combat terrorism
and human trafficking. Govt early Aug handed over to U.S. embassy in Khartoum
second batch of proposals on normalisation of relations with U.S. and its removal
from list of states sponsoring terrorism.

¥ Uganda Popular musician-turned-opposition MP Robert Kyagulanyi, known
as Bobi Wine, arrested and reportedly beaten in detention, sparking protests which
security forces dispersed forcibly. During campaign for parliamentary by-election in
Arua in north where Kyagulanyi had been campaigning for independent candidate,
opposition supporters threw stones at President Museveni’s motorcade 13 Aug;
Kyagulanyi and four other opposition MPs arrested same day for suspected
involvement. Kyagulanyi’s driver shot dead, allegedly by security forces, in Arua 13
Aug. Kyagulanyi charged 16 Aug with unlawful possession of weapons, three other
MPs and dozens of other people charged with treason. Security forces 19-20 Aug
forcibly dispersed opposition protests in capital Kampala and elsewhere, at least one
person killed and 68 reportedly arrested. Kyagulanyi appeared at military court
hearing in Gulu in north 23 Aug, court dropped charges of unlawful weapons
possession, but local magistrate charged him with treason over alleged role in
stoning of motorcade. Court 277 Aug released on bail 33 people accused of treason,
including Kyagulanyi. Authorities at Entebbe airport 30 Aug prevented Kyagulanyi
and another MP, Francis Zaake, from travelling abroad to seek medical treatment,
triggering more protests in Kampala 31 Aug. Police 23 Aug arrested opposition
politicians Kizza Besigye and Kato Lubwama for defying house arrest. Military court
24 Aug charged General Kale Kayihura, inspector general of police from 2005 till
March and arrested in June, on three counts including aiding and abetting
kidnapping, and remanded him in custody until 28 Aug.



Southern Africa

®» Angola Thirteen members of secessionist group Cabinda Independence
Movement arrested 10 Aug during meeting to organise public debate on Cabinda
enclave’s autonomy; acquitted of crimes against state security 17 Aug.

®» Comoros Islands Following July referendum, in which over 92% reportedly
voted in favour of extended presidential terms and stopping rotation of presidency
among three main islands, monitoring mission 1 Aug said it had observed voting
irregularities. Opposition leaders 2 Aug called referendum “a farce”. President
Assoumani 3 Aug announced elections would be held early 2019 and opposition said
they would form united electoral front against him. Eight opposition members
arrested early Aug and later accused of trying to organise coup. Former President
Sambi, under house arrest since May, charged 20 Aug with embezzlement while in
office (2006-2011). Assoumani 28 Aug appointed new govt.

®» Mozambique Islamist militants continued attacks in far north as govt and
armed opposition Renamo took further steps to cement peace. Govt forces 16 Aug
attacked alleged camp of Islamist militants — known locally as both Ahlu Sunna wal
Jama’a and Al-Shabaab — near Pundanhar village, Palma district, Cabo Delgado
province near Tanzanian border in far north, killing at least four and capturing
suspected leader, Abdul Raim. Raim was one of six men police identified as group’s
ringleaders mid-Aug. In response, militants attacked Pundanhar 21 Aug wounding
civilian and destroying local administration’s office. Four insurgents 23 Aug
reportedly attacked Cobre village near Quitarajo, Macomia district on coast, killing
two. Govt and Renamo 6 Aug signed MoU on military matters setting out steps to
disarm, demobilise and integrate group’s fighters into security forces and society.
President Nyusi 16 Aug said govt and Renamo would set up four working groups —
Commission on Military Affairs and three Joint Technical Groups — to implement
MoU.

¥ Zimbabwe Political divides deepened after Constitutional Court dismissed
opposition’s challenge to results of 30 July presidential vote, confirming President
Mnangagwa’s victory, and military crackdown on opposition protesters left six dead.
Electoral commission 1 Aug announced results of parliamentary vote, with ruling
ZANU-PF winning 144 seats (over two thirds) and opposition Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC) Alliance winning 64, but postponed releasing
presidential results. EU observers said delay undermined credibility of results. After
MDC Alliance leader Nelson Chamisa said he had won “the popular vote”, opposition
supporters protested in capital Harare 1 Aug accusing ZANU-PF of rigging elections.
Riot police gave way to soldiers who forcibly dispersed protesters with water cannon
and live ammunition, six protesters killed. Police 2 Aug sealed off MDC Alliance
headquarters before storming building and arresting sixteen people. Human rights
organisations reported over 150 incidents of alleged abuses by security forces against
opposition supporters, including illegal detention, assault, looting and rape.
Electoral commission 3 Aug announced Mnangagwa winner of presidential poll with
2.46mn votes (50.8%) against Chamisa’s 2.15mn (44.3%), after MDC Alliance said it
would reject result. Electoral commission later revised Mnangagwa’s score to 50.6%,
about 31,000 votes over 50% threshold to avoid second round. Chamisa 3 Aug said
he would challenge through legal process presidential result and parliamentary



results in twenty constituencies. Police 8 Aug arrested opposition politician Tendai
Biti at border with Zambia as he tried to seek asylum there; Zambian police deported
him, ignoring Zambian high court interdiction. Biti charged next day with public
violence and illegally announcing election results. EU, U.S., Canada and Switzerland
in joint statement 7 Aug expressed concern with post-election violence and
intimidation of opposition supporters. Chamisa 10 Aug filed legal challenge against
Mnangagwa’s victory, accusing electoral commission of bias and fraud. Court 22 Aug
dismissed challenge, ruled Chamisa would have to pay ZNU-PF legal costs and
validated Mnangagwa’s victory. Mnangagwa 29 Aug said former South African
President Kgalema Motlante would chair inquiry into events of 1 Aug.

West Africa

®» Burkina Faso Insecurity continued in several areas, especially east and north.
In East region, unidentified gunmen 1 Aug attacked checkpoint in Natiaboani village,
injuring several police officers; five police officers and a civilian killed when their
vehicle detonated explosive device between towns of Boungou and Ougarou 11 Aug;
insurgents 27 Aug attacked military barracks in Pama, killing at least seven members
of security forces. In North region, assailants 22 Aug ambushed police convoy on
Sollé-Titao axis, killing a police officer. In west, unidentified individuals 17 Aug
ambushed vehicle of Canadian mining company Semafo in Bekuy, Hauts-Bassins
region, two civilians killed. Six unidentified gunmen 21 Aug attacked customs post
in Batié, South West region, killing one customs officer. Opposition and civil society
early Aug criticised new electoral law passed by National Assembly 30 July, saying
rule that Burkinabe living abroad must use passport or identity card to prove their
nationality would severely impede diaspora’s participation in 2020 presidential
election as many lack these documents. Electoral commission 26 Aug said
constitutional referendum will take place 24 March 2019.

®» Cote d’Ivoire Major political repositioning took place ahead of 2020
presidential election. Former President Henri Konan Bédié’s Democratic Party of
Cote d’Ivoire (PDCI) left ruling coalition 8 Aug following increased tensions within
coalition over creation of unified party. Bédié 10 Aug discussed with opposition
leader Pascal Affi N'Guessan of Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) creating alliance
between their parties. Opposition continued to question legitimacy of electoral
commission and mobilised protest in Abidjan 28 July demanding immediate
revision of its composition; President Ouattara 6 Aug said govt would examine and
reconsider commission’s composition to ensure credible and inclusive electoral
processes. Ouattara 6 Aug granted amnesty to former first lady Simone Gbagbo,
sentenced in March 2015 to twenty years in prison for crimes against state security,
as well as 800 other people accused or convicted of crimes linked to 2010-2011 post-
election crisis.

®» Gambia At least twenty prisoners 3 Aug escaped from Jeshwang Prison,
outside capital Banjul. Police 7 Aug said six prison guards had been arrested on
charges of negligence.



®» Guinea Govtand opposition 8 Aug signed agreement on contested results of 4
Feb local polls that secured number of posts in local administration for main
opposition party Union of Democratic Forces of Guinea.

®» Guinea-Bissau Govt and National Union of Workers 1 Aug agreed on new
salary scale for civil servants, to be applied from Sept, with minimum wage rising
from FCFA29,000 ($51) to FCFA50,000 ($88) a month. Civil servants 2 Aug said
they had suspended their strike. Public radio and television employees 7 Aug started
five-day strike to demand better salaries and working conditions. PM Gomes 9 Aug
said legislative elections scheduled for 18 Nov may be postponed due to delayed
arrival of equipment for registering voters.

®» Mali President Keita won re-election with 67.17% of votes in second round 12
Aug, vote disrupted by violence especially in centre and north. Main challenger
Soumaila Cissé rejected results and denounced massive govt fraud, but major
observation missions, including from European Union and African Union, deemed
electoral process “acceptable”. Turnout in second round was low at 34.54%, in part
due to jihadist violence. Results of 29 July first round, released 2 Aug, placed Keita
first with 41.4%, Cissé second with 17.8%. Three major opposition candidates,
including Cissé, appealed to Supreme Court, but court validated results 8 Aug.
Suspected jihadist militants disrupted election process before and on voting day 12
Aug. Militants ambushed army convoy transporting voting material on Nampala-
Dogofri axis, Ségou region in centre 31 July, at least four soldiers and eight assailants
reportedly killed. Security forces 11 Aug arrested in Bamako three members of
“commando” group allegedly planning attacks during second round. Suspected
jihadists 12 Aug killed polling station president in Arkodia, south west of Timbuktu
city in north. In Mopti region in centre, a quarter and two-thirds of voting offices did
not open in Mopti and Tenenkou districts respectively. Intercommunal violence
continued in centre. Dogon hunters self-defence group clashed with Fulani gunmen,
allegedly affiliated to Alliance for the Salvation of the Sahel (ASS), and Fulani
civilians. Dogon militiamen reportedly kidnapped and killed at least eleven Fulani
civilians near Sofara town in Mopti region 7 Aug. French govt said its forces 26 Aug
killed two members of jihadist group Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS),
including top official Mohamed Ag Almouner, and two civilians.

®» Niger Alleged Boko Haram militants 8-9 Aug attacked Toumour village, Diffa
region in south east, at least one civilian killed. Army 1 Aug clashed with unidentified
assailants near Inates in west along border with Mali, at least one soldier killed. Amid
govt crackdown on civil liberties and dissent, authorities closed several radio,
television, and press outlets since start of July for alleged “non-payment of taxes”.
Issoufou 5 Aug launched Niger Compact, $437mn grant from U.S. to support
economic growth and investment; five U.S. senators warned authorities not to take
anti-terrorist cooperation as green light to avoid governance responsibilities.

®» Nigeria Despite military operations, Boko Haram (BH) continued attacks on
civilians and military in north east and banditry-related insecurity persisted in north
west, as politicians jostled for position ahead of 2019 elections. In Borno state in
north east, five BH suicide bombers killed themselves 5 Aug trying to enter suburb
of state capital Maiduguri; militants killed 30 civilians and reportedly seventeen
soldiers 6-19 Aug; attacked army base at Zari 30 Aug, reportedly killing 30 soldiers;
army dismissed report as BH propaganda. In Adamawa state, suicide bombers killed



at least ten in Madagali 11 Aug. After more than three years fighting BH, soldiers 12
Aug blocked entrances to Maiduguri airport and shot in air to protest length of
deployment without relief. Herder-farmer attacks decreased amid sustained military
deployment, but violence continued: army said troops fought armed herders in
Benue and Nasarawa states 4 and 18 Aug, killing 21; troops also raided camp of gang
leader Terwase Akwaza in Benue state, killing unspecified number. In Plateau state,
gunmen 28-29 Aug killed eight people, burnt 95 houses and stole 310 cows in Barkin
Ladilocal govt area. Insecurity related to cattle rustling and rural banditry continued
in north west as military stepped up counter operations. In Zamfara state, army 17
Aug said soldiers clashed with bandits in Kwuyambana forest, five bandits and one
soldier killed; air force 18 Aug said it had recovered weapons and ammunition after
bombing bandits’ hideouts in Shamashale village and Rugu forest. Army 16 Aug said
soldiers killed five bandits in Birnin Gawri area, Kaduna state. Air force 23 Aug
reported airstrikes in Daji Bawar and Sunke villages, Zamfara state killed 30 bandits.
Ahead of 2019 general elections, political manoeuvring intensified. After Senate
President Bukola Saraki — along with three state governors and over 40 federal
legislators — defected from ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) to opposition
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), masked operatives of domestic intelligence agency
(DSS) 7 Aug temporarily prevented lawmakers from entering National Assembly
complex, motives unclear. With President Buhari on ten-day “medical vacation” in
UK, Acting President Osinbajo same day dismissed intelligence agency chief.

®» Togo After repeated opposition protests since Sept 2017 calling for President
Gnassingbé to step down, summit of regional bloc Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) in capital Lomé late July proposed way forward, including
electoral reforms and postponing legislative elections planned for Aug until 20 Dec.
Opposition coalition 2 Aug expressed dissatisfaction with ECOWAS plan, especially
that it does not prevent Gnassingbé standing for fourth term in 2020 presidential
poll. Electoral commission 19 Aug published electoral calendar up to Dec vote,
scheduling censuses for Oct, but opposition continued to demand recomposition of
electoral commission. Govt late Aug adopted decree to create special force to secure
electoral process.



