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Central Africa

®» Cameroon Amid ongoing violence in Anglophone areas, separatist
launched attacks in Francophone regions; meanwhile, jihadists
conducted deadly assaults on civilians in Far North. Violence continued in
Anglophone areas. Notably, govt forces 1 June killed nine civilians including four
men, four women and 18-month old child in Missong village, Zhoa town, North West
(NW); govt 7 June said four suspected soldiers arrested. Separatists 8 June
reportedly clashed with soldiers in Mamfe city, South West (SW), leaving unknown
casualties, while unknown gunmen same day burnt down Mamfe General Hospital;
separatists 11 June killed a gendarme and wounded at least another in Nkwen
locality, Bamenda region (NW); 13 June killed two special forces soldiers during
intense fighting in Kom locality, Boyo division (NW). Govt forces reported killing five
separatist fighters on 26 June in Yelum locality, Bui division, NW. Separatists spread
offensives to Francophone areas, including 8 June launched attack on special forces
gendarmerie post in Njitapon locality, Kouoptamo town, leaving five soldiers dead
and two injured; 10 June launched another attack in Penda Mboko village, Mbanga
town, Littoral region, killing one gendarme. Meanwhile, gunmen 25-26 June killed
around 30 people in land dispute between two ethnic groups in Akwaya town, SW.
In Far North region, Boko Haram (BH) insurgents continued their attacks on
civilians. Notably, jihadists 3 June took control of Hidoua and Hitawa villages, Torou
locality; three days later, army expelled rebels. In Gakara village, Kerawa locality,
BH 5 June killed two people, then same day killed two others in Grea village, Kolofata
locality. In Ndrok village, Torou locality, BH insurgents 13 June launched another
attack, killing three. Bomb 14 June exploded in Fotokol town, killing one child. Also
in far north, BH 15 June Kkilled five civilians and burnt 30 homes in Darak town; 25
June killed two soldiers at Boudouwa village, Mora town. Authorities 3 June held
joint security commission meeting with Central African Republic (CAR) officials in
Ngaoundere city, Adamawa region (near CAR border), pledged to jointly fight CAR
rebels infiltrating Cameroonian refugee camps.

®» Central African Republic Civil society coalition spoke up against
constitutional change which could pave way for President Touadéra’s
third term; operations against rebel groups continued. New civil society
coalition Groupe d’Action des Organisations de la Société Civile pour la Défense de
la Constitution du 30 Mars 2016 (G-16) 8 June called on President Touadéra to drop
bill (introduced in late May) proposing constitutional amendments; coalition —
which includes civil society and other leading figures, such as Joseph Bindoumi,
president of Central African League of Human Rights — expressed concerns about
removal of two-term presidential limit, which could pave way for Touadéra’s third
term. Former President Francois Bozizé, exiled in Chad since early 2021, 20 June
published declaration calling for political transition without Touadéra. Meanwhile,
fighting between govt forces and rebel groups continued. Notably, local youth 11
June formed self-defence group in Ndiki village (Bamingui-Bangoran prefecture,
centre) and attacked rebel group Coalition des Patriotes pour le Changement (CPC)
elements in area, leaving two youth and two rebels dead. Unité pour la Paix en



Centrafrique (UPC) rebels 23 June attacked army positions in Bakouma village
(Mbomou prefecture, south east), leaving six rebels and one civilian dead. Govt
forces and allied Russian paramilitary Wagner group continued abuses against
civilians. Notably, in Ouaka prefecture (east), army and Wagner mercenaries 12 June
set fire to mosque in Nguekpa village after CPC rebels took refuge there, killing four
men and injuring two women; army 13-14 June killed 20 rebels and wounded 30,
including civilians, in attack on CPC positions in Sébagoudé village. CPC elements
23 June attacked army position in Bakouma, Mbomou prefecture, which national
forces subsequently repelled with support from UN mission in CAR (MINUSCA). UN
humanitarian agency 1 June reported increase in security incidents targeting
humanitarian workers, with 69 incidents since Jan 2022; MINUSCA head Valentine
Rugwabiza 22 June highlighted CAR’s unstable security situation and condemned
“violence against opposition leaders” in address to UN Security Council.
Internationally, PM Félix Moloua 14 June travelled to Russia for Saint-Petersburg
Economic Forum to strengthen cooperation with Russia, including in mining sector.

®» Chad Rebel groups accused govt of derailing pre-dialogue talks,
high court gave one-year suspended sentence to opposition leaders and
herder-farmer violence again flared in east. Rebel groups gathered in Qatar’s
capital Doha to reach pre-national dialogue agreement 13 June rejected draft deal
govt had proposed 6 June; Qatari mediator same day gave parties two weeks to re-
examine draft and propose modifications. Armed groups 18 June accused govt
delegation of “disrupting the negotiations through harassment and intimidation”,
reaffirmed commitment to reach agreement but reserved right to suspend
participation in negotiations. Qatar 29 June presented negotiators with new draft
agreement, leaving them three days to amend it. Daoussa Déby Itno, former minister
and Transitional Military Council (CMT) President Mahamat Déby Itno’s uncle, 7
June criticised Chad’s mismanagement, said country’s prospects were “very bad”.
Catholic organisations at 11 June Chad Episcopal Conference also denounced
country’s governance, called for change and emphasised Catholic Church would
decide at appropriate time whether to participate in national dialogue. President
Déby 23 June dismissed his private secretary, all-powerful General Idriss Youssouf
Boy, who was same day arrested on accusations of embezzlement. High Court of
N’Djamena 6 June condemned six opposition coalition Wakit Tama leaders arrested
on vandalism charges, after mid-May protests in capital N'Djamena turned violent,
to 12-month suspended sentence, a collective 10mn CFA francs in damages and
50,000 CFA francs fine each. Defendants two days later appealed decision. Chadian
lawyer’s union next day suspended strike protesting leaders’ arrest and detention,
called for their release. Transitional authorities 3 June declared food emergency and
asked for international support, citing “constant degradation of nutritional
situation” due to war in Ukraine. Meanwhile, security situation outside capital
remained dire. Following late May clash between gold miners in far north that left
over 100 dead, CMT President Déby 3-8 June led mass forced disarmament mission
in region. Farmer-herder conflict 7 June erupted in Berem Ham locality (Mayo-
Kebbi East region, south) after herder let cattle graze in farmer’s field, leaving 11
dead and at least three injured.



Great Lakes

®» Burundi Authorities continued to harass political opposition, while
President Ndayishimiye rejected dialogue with RED-Tabara rebel group
contradicting earlier statement. Local authorities in Kizuka locality, Rumonge
province, 12 June prohibited main opposition party National Congress for Freedom’s
(CNL) office inauguration. Locals 14 June found body of CNL youth wing leader
Jean-Paul Ntirampeba in Murwi commune, Cibitoke province, accused secret
services of detaining and summarily executing him. Ruling party youth wing
Imbonerakure 19 June disrupted CNL third-anniversary celebrations in Giharo
commune, Rutana province. After two-month face-off with National Assembly
President Gélase Daniel Ndabirabe, CNL 22 June obtained authorisation to form
parliamentary group. Meanwhile, eight soldiers 2 June drowned in Rusizi river,
Citiboke province, en route to join Burundian forces deployed in DR Congo’s South
Kivu province to fight RED-Tabara rebels. Ndayishimiye 8 June rejected any form of
negotiation with RED-Tabara, one month after expressing interest in dialogue.
Fighting between alleged Rwandan soldiers and Burundian rebel group National
Liberation Front (FLN) 19-21 June reportedly left ten dead and eight injured in
Mabayi commune, Cibitoke province. Amid improving relations between Burundi
and EU since lifting of EU financial sanctions in Feb, EU ambassador to Burundi
Claude Bochu 10 June said govt must increase financial transparency to receive
budget support from EU, suspended in 2016.

®» DR Congo Tensions with Kigali continued to fester amid M23 rebel
group’s offensive in eastern North Kivu province. In North Kivu province’s
Rutshuru territory, M23 rebels 6 June shelled army position, leaving two dead, and
around 13 June seized Bunagana town, forcing thousands of civilians to seek refuge
in Uganda; clashes between military and M23 also reported 17 June in Jomba area.
Fighting week of 20 June spread to neighbouring Nyiragongo territory, closer to
provincial capital Goma. President Tshisekedi 5 June said there was “no doubt” that
Rwanda supported M23, insisted he was seeking peaceful relations with neighbours.
Military 9-10 June accused Rwanda of sending 500 special forces in Rutshuru and
firing rockets into North Kivu killing two children. Kigali 10 June also accused DR
Congo of firing rockets into Rwanda, next day said Kinshasa had handed over two
Rwandan soldiers captured in May. Anti-Rwanda demonstrators 15 June marched
from Goma city toward Rwanda and attempted to cross border; looting incidents
reported. Congolese soldier 17 June stormed border, fired on Rwandan troops before
being killed. In North Kivu’s Beni territory, Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) 11-14
June launched attacks in Bambuba-Kisiki groupement, leaving at least 12 civilians
dead; 25-26 June killed up to 24 people in and around Mamove locality; 28 June
reportedly killed nine villagers in same area. In Ituri province, suspected ADF 5 June
killed at least 18 people in raid on Otomabere village, Irumu territory; presumed
CODECO rebels 14 June killed eight, kidnapped six others in two attacks in Djugu
territory. CODECO 15 June vowed to cease hostilities and adhere to govt’s
demobilisation, disarmament and reintegration program, but attacks attributed to
CODECO factions continued. After East African Community 20 June agreed to
deploy regional security force to eastern DR Congo, demonstrators opposed to
deployment 25 June marched in capital Kinshasa. Ahead of 2023 general elections,
National Assembly and Senate 3 and 13 June passed new electoral law, and



Tshisekedi 15 June swore in three new judges of Constitutional Court. National
Assembly same day excluded five MPs for unjustified absences from sessions; former
President Kabila’s political bloc Common Front for Congo 16 June denounced move.

®» Rwanda Kigali and Kinshasa continued to trade accusations of
supporting rebels in Great Lakes region amid M23 armed group
offensive in eastern DR Congo. Congolese President Tshisekedi 5 June said
there was “no doubt” that Rwanda supported M23 rebellion active in eastern DR
Congo, insisted he was still seeking peaceful relations with neighbour. Rwandan and
Congolese govts 10 June accused each other of firing rockets across shared border;
no casualty reported on Rwandan side. Kigali next day said Kinshasa had released
and handed over two Rwandan soldiers captured in May. Rwandan forces 17 June
killed one Congolese soldier who had crossed border and allegedly fired at Rwandan
security forces. U.S. Sec State Antony Blinken 1 June called for diplomatic solution
to rising Rwanda-DRC tensions (see DR Congo).

®» Uganda Govt extended joint military operation in DR Congo;
authorities arrested opposition leader protesting govt’s approach to high
commodity prices. Kampala and Kinshasa 1 June extended joint military
operation against Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) rebel group in eastern DR Congo
by two months. After M23 armed group 13 June captured Congolese town of
Bunagana on Ugandan border, several Congolese MPs next day accused Kampala
(and Kigali) of supporting M23, which both Uganda and Rwanda deny. Govt 14 June
announced raising defence budget by nearly 15% to $1.02bn to strengthen operations
in DR Congo. Authorities 16 and 20 June announced discovery of alleged ADF bomb-
making material in Luweero town, west of capital Kampala, and arrest of 16 alleged
ADF members in Mityana district, both Central Region. Army leadership 23 June
reportedly placed military on highest level of combat readiness without providing
reason. During trip to north eastern Karamoja region, President Museveni 8-9 June
discussed growing opposition to govt’s attempts to disarm cattle keeping groups with
local leaders and security forces, proposed series of measures to curb escalatory
violence, which has left nearly 400 people dead since July 2021. In state of nation
address, Museveni 7 June reiterated govt’s refusal to offer tax breaks or subsidies to
address high commodity prices. Authorities 6 June released, and 14 June rearrested
opposition leader Kizza Besigye, who was charged in May with allegedly inciting
violence during protests criticising govt’s failure to cushion Ugandans from effects
of price hikes. Army 4 June reportedly made incursion into South Sudan’s Eastern
Equatoria state and killed South Sudanese soldier. Amid improving relations with
Rwanda, Museveni 23 June arrived in Kigali to attend Commonwealth heads of govt
meeting.

Horn of Africa

®» Eritrea UN special rapporteur on FEritrea condemned country’s
“dire” human rights record; fighting with Tigray forces along Eritrea-
Ethiopia border subsided. In report published 10 June, UN Special Rapporteur
on Eritrea Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker condemned country’s “dire” human rights
situation, citing forced labour, indefinite military conscription, arbitrary arrests,
torture and disappearances. At opening of 50th session of UN Human Rights



Council, Babiker 13 June shed light on Eritrea’s forcible recruitment for war in
Ethiopia’s Tigray region, saying thousands including women, children and Eritrean
refugees in Ethiopian camps have been rounded up and sent to front lines since late
2020. Around 500 ethnic Afar Eritrean soldiers 2 June reportedly defected from
Eritrea and arrived in Ethiopia’s Afar regional state. No fighting reported in June
between Eritrean and Tigray forces along shared border.

L 4 Ethiopia Violence left hundreds of civilians dead in Oromia;
amid ongoing food crisis, Tigray leadership and federal govt announced
readiness for peace talks. After almost six months without major confrontation
between Tigray and federal forces, Tigray President Debretsion Gebremichael 14
June said his govt was ready for talks; federal govt 28 June announced creation of
seven-member committee to hold peace talks, chaired by Deputy PM Demeke
Mekonnen. UN humanitarian agency 16 June said 1,200 aid trucks had arrived in
Tigray since 1 June, almost half of total since 1 April; 27 June however said over 13mn
people still in need of food assistance in northern Ethiopia, compared to 9mn in Nov.
EU official 21 June said fuel shortages were hampering aid deliveries to Tigray, which
federal govt 23 June dismissed as “myth”. Ethnic violence escalated in Oromia region
amid ongoing fighting between Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and govt forces,
notably in West, East and Kellem Wollega Zones, East and West Guji Zones, and
West Arsi Zone. Regional govt and Ethiopian Human Rights Commission accused
OLA fighters of 18 June killing hundreds of ethnic Amhara civilians in Gimbi district
of West Wollega Zone; OLA denied responsibility and blamed govt. Violence spilled
into neighbouring Gambella region, where OLA and Gambella Liberation Front
rebels 14 June attacked govt forces in regional capital Gambella; 40 including 28
rebels reportedly killed. In Southern Nations region, mob 4 June stoned nine ethnic
Oromos to death in Burji district amid rumour that Guji Oromos had killed ethnic
Burji; Koore ethnic militias and govt forces early June reportedly clashed with
Derashe ethnic militias in Derashe district, leaving five dead. In Benishangul-Gumuz
region, clashes between Gumuz People’s Democratic Movement rebels and regional
forces 1 June reportedly killed 19 in Kamashi Zone. Meanwhile, fighting late June
erupted between Ethiopian and Sudanese forces in disputed al-Fashaga border zone.
Khartoum 26 June accused Ethiopia forces of executing seven Sudanese soldiers and
one civilian after abducting them in Sudan 22 June, which Addis Ababa denied.
Sudan 27-28 June fired heavy artillery into al-Fashaga and claimed control of Jabal
Kala al-Laban town.

®» Kenya Amid ongoing political tensions, electoral commission
cleared main presidential candidates ahead of August vote, and
authorities took new steps to tackle insecurity in several regions. Electoral
commission 6 June cleared Deputy President William Ruto, veteran politician Raila
Odinga and two other candidates to run for president in election set for 9 August. As
recent polls put Odinga slightly ahead in presidential race, Ruto 2 June withdrew
from presidential debate planned for July, citing media bias, and 12 June announced
he would retire from politics if defeated in election. Political mobilisation again
turned violent. Police and youth 19 June clashed during Ruto’s United Democratic
Alliance (UDA) rally in capital Nairobi, leaving at least two injured. Police 23 June
fired teargas to break up clashes between rival factions at Odinga’s rally in Marsabit
county. Electoral commission 8 June announced it would remove 1.18mn names (out
of 22.5mn) from electoral lists after audit found anomalies in voters’ database.



Suspected Al-Shabaab militants 1 and 5 June attacked security forces in Garissa
county, injuring at least five officers; around 20 June destroyed communications
equipment in Mandera county, prompting authorities to beef up security in area.
Amid tensions in Marsabit county between rival pastoral communities over
resources and land, compounded by prolonged drought, authorities 6 June said
security forces have recovered over 200 guns and 3,000 bullets in county since
disarmament operation began in May; curfew in Marsabit extended through 30
June. Violence persisted along border between Wajir and Isiolo counties; notably,
cattle raiders 18 June reportedly killed four in Merti sub-county, Isiolo. Govt early
June imposed 30-day curfew in parts of Elgeyo-Marakwet, Baringo and West Pokot
counties in west in effort to tackle banditry and intercommunal violence. President
Kenyatta 9 June attended Somali President Mohamud’s inauguration in Somalia’s
capital Mogadishu; counterparts next day reached preliminary agreement to lift
Somalia’s ban on khat imports from Kenya.

®» Somalia Newly elected president took steps to mend ties with
regional member states and appointed new PM; Al-Shabaab suffered
major defeat in Galmudug state; risk of famine persisted. In effort to reset
relations between federal govt and member states, President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud late May-early June travelled to South West and Galmudug states, whose
leaders had been aligned with former President Farmajo. First meeting of National
Consultative Council, consisting of president and member state leaders, 11-12 June
took place in capital Mogadishu; participants agreed on seven-point agenda for new
administration, including finalising constitution, pursuing security reforms,
deepening federalism and focusing on reconciliation. Mohamud 15 June appointed
experienced politician and MP representing Jubaland state, Hamza Abdi Barre, as
PM; parliament 25 June approved Barre’s appointment. Some Farmajo supporters
appeared inclined to challenge Mohamud’s tenure. Notably, former intelligence chief
Fahad Yasin mid-June released series of interviews taking aim at govt officials,
including his replacement, whom he accused of plotting political assassinations.
Meanwhile, suspected Al-Shabaab combatants overnight 8-9 June launched nine
mortars on airport compound in Mogadishu, which hours later hosted Mohamud’s
inauguration ceremony. Galmudug state said armed residents and local security
forces 17 June repulsed Al-Shabaab raid on Bahdo town, killing up to 70 militants.
Army mid-June started operations against Al-Shabaab in Mataban district of Hiraan
region (Hirshabelle state) following militant group’s recent gains in area. U.S. 3 June
conducted first drone strike under Mohamud’s presidency near Beer Xaani village in
Lower Juba region (Jubaland state), reportedly killing five Al-Shabaab. In departure
from previous public statements, senior Al-Shabaab member Mahad Karate told
British TV broadcaster Channel 4 in video released 15 June that group could consider
negotiations with govt when time is right. Mohamud in interview with The
Economist published 2 June said he intends to launch big offensive to contain and
push back Al-Shabaab, then engage in talks. UN agencies 6 June said over 200,000
Somalis at risk of starvation and 7.1mn or nearly half the population faced with acute
levels of food insecurity as drought worsens and global food prices hover near record
highs.

# Somaliland Political tensions over sequencing of elections reached
boiling point. Opposition parties Waddani and Justice and Welfare Party (UCID)
9 June staged demonstration in capital Hargeisa to demand presidential election be



held as planned on 13 Nov before ten-year licenses of current political parties expire
in Dec. Security forces used live ammunition to disperse crown, leaving several
protesters injured, including one MP and one senior Waddani official, and at least a
dozen arrested. EU and several European countries same day expressed concern,
urged all sides to “de-escalate the situation” and engage in dialogue. Waddani and
UCID 10 June postponed countrywide anti-govt protests scheduled for next day at
request of elders to give mediation a chance. Earlier in month, parliament 6 June
approved last three members of Committee for the Registration of Political
Association with view to selecting new political parties; MPs late May had exchanged
blows during session on the matter. Meanwhile, electoral commission disbanded,
with chairman Abdirashid Mohamud Ali Rio-raac stepping down 1 June, followed by
three remaining commission members 4 June. Parliament mid-June approved four
out of seven proposed new commissioners.

®» South Sudan Ruling party launched preparations for elections
planned for 2023, sparking tensions in parliament; high levels of cattle-
related violence persisted in several states. VP Riek Machar’s Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement/Army-In Opposition (SPLM-10) MPs 13 June walked out of
Legislative Assembly in protest at alleged procedural irregularities during late May
approval of Political Parties Amendment Bill; vote marked key step on road to
general elections set for 2023. President Salva Kiir’s Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement-In Government (SPLM) in June also launched party registration drive
and reshuffled officials at state and local levels to advance political mobilisation.
Notably, Kiir 6-8 June replaced Chief Administrator of Ruweng Administrative Area
and two deputy governors in Jonglei and Upper Nile states. Meanwhile, revival of
project to dredge Nile waters sparked backlash. Govt 8 June confirmed it signed deal
with Egypt in 2021 on dredging of White Nile tributaries by Egyptian companies.
Lawyer around 13 June filed lawsuit against govt at East African Court of Justice,
arguing project will cause “damages to the environment” and “substantial and
irreparable loss” of pastoral and agricultural livelihoods. In Warrap state, govt forces
25-26 June clashed with cattle keepers in Tonj North County; Warrap govt said 18
senior and junior officers killed, while locals put death toll at 43. Local authorities in
Warrap’s Twic county 27 June said attacks by armed youth from Abyei
Administrative Area previous day left several people killed and hundreds displaced.
In Unity state, tension persisted between ethnic Nuer sub-groups as authorities in
Mayendit county early June reportedly accused individuals from Leer county of
attacking Haak Nuer civilians. In Central Equatoria state, suspected herders 24 June
killed nine people in Juba county’s Lokiliri village, prompting state govt to deploy
forces in area. Ugandan troops early June briefly deployed into Eastern Equatoria
state after accusing South Sudanese gunmen of raiding cattle in Uganda; subsequent
gunfire between govt forces and Ugandan forces 4 June left at least one South
Sudanese soldier dead in Magwi county. Meanwhile, World Food Programme 14
June announced reduction by almost one third of food aid to country despite soaring
needs due to funding shortages and rising costs.

®» Sudan Trilateral mechanism suspended direct talks between
military and civilians, intercommunal violence killed over 120 people in
West Darfur and military clashed with Ethiopian forces in disputed al-
Fashaga area. Trilateral mechanism including UN mission in Sudan, AU and
Intergovernmental Authority on Development 8 June facilitated direct talks between



ruling military and civilian opposition groups, but main pro-democracy alliance
Forces for Freedom and Change-Central Command (FFC-CC) boycotted meeting.
U.S. and Saudi diplomats 9 June organised first informal meeting between FFC-CC
and military since Oct 2021 coup; FFC-CC next day conditioned formal dialogue on
military staying out of politics; amid impasse, trilateral mechanism 11 June
indefinitely postponed second round of talks. Near-daily protests against military
continued. Notably, thousands 3 June demonstrated across country on anniversary
of 2019 crackdown on sit-in in capital Khartoum; mass protests also held 30 June in
several cities. Security forces throughout month killed at least ten protesters,
bringing death toll since coup to at least 110. In West Darfur state, fighting over land
dispute between non-Arab Gimir and Arab Rizeigat communities 6-11 June killed at
least 126 mostly Gimir people in Kulbus district, and left around 50,000 displaced;
violence spread to North Darfur, with 13 ethnic Gimir villages allegedly attacked 7-
10 June. Rizeigat and Misseriya tribes 18 June, and Arab and Massalit tribes 25 June
signed reconciliation agreements in state capital El Geneina. In South Kordofan
state, clashes between Kenana and Hawazma tribes 5-8 June reportedly killed at
least 19 in Abu Jubayhah locality; clashes between Nuba and Baggara tribes 16 June
killed five in state capital Kadugli. In Kassala state, intercommunal clashes between
Bani Amer and Nuba communities 14-15 June reportedly killed at least five.
Meanwhile, fighting erupted in disputed al-Fashaga zone bordering Ethiopia.
Military 26 June said Ethiopian army 22 June executed seven Sudanese soldiers and
one civilian, which Addis Ababa denied. Govt 27 June said it was recalling
ambassador from Ethiopia and summoned Ethiopian ambassador to Sudan.
Sudanese forces 277-28 June fired heavy artillery into al-Fashaga and claimed control
of Jabal Kala al-Laban town.

®» Tanzania Forced eviction of ethnic Maasai herders turned violent;
in major policy reversal, ruling party endorsed long-held opposition
calls for constitutional reform. Police 10 June reportedly used tear gas and live
ammunitions against Maasai pastoralists resisting forced eviction in Loliondo
division, Ngorongoro district, near major Tanzanian game parks, leaving at least 31
injured and arresting ten; police officer also killed in clashes with protesters. UN
Human Rights Council experts 15 June expressed concern over incident, warned
govt’s plan to forcibly evict 150,000 Maasai from ancestral lands could lead to
escalating violence. Authorities 22 June announced ten-day “special operation” in
Ngorongoro against Kenyan Maasai accused of crossing border to support local
Maasai community. Authorities 30 June charged 25 Maasai pastoralists with murder
of police officer during 10 June protest. Meanwhile, opposition party Chadema’s Sec
Gen John Mnyika 9 June urged Chadema members in exile to return, assuring them
that President Suluhu Hassan would guarantee their safety. In major policy shift,
ruling party Chama Cha Mapinduzi 22 June said it “insists” on constitutional reform,
after years of resisting opposition’s calls for new constitution. Suluhu Hassan 29
June appointed Major Gen Jacob John Mkunda as new chief of defence forces;
Mkunda sworn in next day.

Southern Africa

¥ Mozambique Islamist insurgents advanced into Cabo Delgado
province’s southern districts, threatening provincial capital Pemba as



Islamic State made unprecedented number of claims. Insurgents
throughout month moved southward into Cabo Delgado districts which had not seen
any major attacks since insurgency started in Oct 2017. In Ancuabe district,
insurgents 5 June attacked Nanduli village, with at least four people reported
missing; Islamic State (ISIS) next day claimed attack. Insurgents continued to move
south: two people beheaded 8 June on graphite mining site 60km from provincial
capital Pemba, another civilian killed next day in Ntutupue village; up to seven
people including two security officers killed 18-19 June in Nikuita and Macaia
villages; and four more in Mihecani village 23-26 June. ISIS 13 June claimed
Ntutupue attack. Violence in Ancuabe 5-19 June triggered displacement of over
20,000 people. Insurgency advanced further south into Chiure district, previously
considered safe haven for refugees. Notably, ISIS 12-13 June claimed killing four
civilians and burning down houses in Retene and Micolene villages. Attack also
reported in Mecufi district’s Mancuaia village 14 June. Insurgents’ incursions into
Cabo Delgado’s south sparked security concerns in Pemba, which serves as logistical
hub for Southern African Development Community Mission in Mozambique
(SAMIM). Security forces 12 June introduced checkpoints and military escorts along
Metuge-Pemba road; local sources 13 June reported traffic restrictions across Chiure
and Ancuabe districts; President Nyusi 16 June met with senior military, SAMIM
and Rwandan officials to discuss further military operations. Neighbouring Nampula
province, south of Cabo Delgado, experienced its first attack as combatants 17 June
beheaded civilian in Lurio village, Memba district. Insurgents continued to engage
with security forces and target civilians in northern and central Cabo Delgado.
Notably, in Macomia district, ISIS 7 June claimed raid on Chai village, reportedly
kidnapping several children; clashes_between insurgents and security forces
reported around 9 June outside Quinto Congresso village and between Nkoe and
Chai villages, with unknown number killed; attacks in Nkoe 21 and 23 June
reportedly left four dead. Insurgents 25 June killed at least one civilian in ambush in
Mocimboa da Praia district, and 28 June attacked Mandimba military outpost in
Nangade district.

®» Zimbabwe Deadly attacks against opposition activists stoked
tensions ahead of potentially divisive elections set for 2023. Main
opposition party Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC) 8 June said party member
Langelihle Zonda Dube had died following same-day attack by armed gang at his
home in Bulawayo city. Body of CCC activist Moreblessing Ali, who had been missing
since 24 May, found 11 June on outskirts of capital Harare; CCC supporters in
following days denounced political killing, which police denied. Violence between
CCC and ruling ZANU-PF party supporters 12-13 June disrupted Moreblessing Ali’s
funeral in Nyatsime area outside Harare; authorities 14 June arrested CCC
lawmakers Job Sikhala and Godfrey Sithole on charges of inciting violence. Armed
individuals 14 June allegedly killed CCC member Edison Chinembiri in Chitungwiza
town. CCC 18 June said suspected ZANU-PF activists previous day attacked CCC VP
Tendai Biti, and several other party members in Mashonaland Central province,
denounced “assassination attempt”. Meanwhile, Bulawayo Court 14 June gave
freelance reporter for The New York Times Jeffrey Moyo two-year suspended prison
sentence on charges of breaching country’s immigration laws in 2021; Moyo
immediately vowed to appeal verdict. Teachers’ union President Obert Masaraure,
who has led multiple strikes in recent months, arrested 14 June over alleged
involvement in 2016 murder; High Court 29 June granted him bail.



Sahel

®» Burkina Faso Jihadist violence continued to rage across country,
notably in north where militants killed over 80 civilians in one single
attack and targeted mining areas. Jihadist raids left heavy toll on civilians in
Sahel region (north). Suspected Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) militants
9 June attacked gendarmerie in Seytenga town (Seno province), killing 11
gendarmes; 11-12 June returned to Seytenga and killed 86 civilians over their
perceived collaboration with security forces, leaving 20,000 displaced. Al-Qaeda-
affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) continued to close in
on Djibo town (Soum province, also Sahel), killing six people 2 June; security forces
killed seven jihadists in response. In North region, JNIM 9 June attacked Karma
gold mine (Yatenga province), killing two civilians and one soldier; security forces
killed up to 27 assailants in counter-offensive. Jihadist groups continued expansion
across Centre-North region notably in Bam province: presumed JNIM 11 June
reportedly killed six civilians in Alga village, and unidentified group 18 June killed
13 people in Somlamisguima artisanal mining site near Biliga village. In Namentenga
province, presumed jihadists 16 June killed two civilians and eight volunteer fighters
in Boroum town. Security situation in East region remained precarious. Notably,
JNIM 5 June killed 12 militiamen in ambush near Nagré town (Gourma province).
In Boucle du Mouhoun region in west, presumed JNIM militants 9 June attacked
joint army-gendarmerie position in Barani town; four soldiers and between ten and
20 militants killed. Transitional assembly 6 June granted govt rapid intervention
powers in security matters, and authorities 20 June created two “military interest
zones” where “human presence is prohibited” in Sahel and East regions. West Africa
regional bloc ECOWAS 4 June postponed decision on imposing sanctions on Burkina
Faso to 3 July; also appointed as mediator former Nigerien President Issoufou, who
18 June met with President Lt Col Damiba in capital Ouagadougou. Govt 29 June
unveiled electoral calendar scheduling constitutional referendum for late 2024 and
general elections for Feb 2025. Group of 58 political parties 17 June called for former
President Kaboré’s release; Damiba 21 June met with Kaboré in effort to ease
political tensions.

¥ Mali Rampant jihadist violence and counter-insurgency operations
left hundreds killed, mostly in central regions; President Goita
announced two-year transition period before elections. In Bandiagara
region (centre), al-Qaeda-affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims
(JNIM)-linked Katiba Macina 18-19 June killed 132 civilians in multiple attacks in
Bankass district; military 11 June killed at least 13 JNIM militants including three
commanders in air and ground operation near Makou town. In neighbouring Mopti
region, JNIM-led siege of Boni town (Douentza district), which started 25 May,
continued throughout month. Further west in Koulikoro region, military 6-8 June
killed ten JNIM militants in Banamba district. In northern Gao region, JNIM
ambush 2 June left 11 soldiers dead near Doro village, and suspected Islamic State
in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) militants 18 June killed at least 20 civilians in several
hamlets of Anchawadj commune (both Gao district). French Barkhane forces 12 June
arrested ISGS leader Oumeya Ould Albakaye in Ansongo district of Gao region.
Further east in Ménaka region, govt forces joined 2015 peace agreement signatory
groups to launch joint offensive to recapture strategic town of Andéramboukane



from ISGS; clashes 4-5 June reportedly killed around 115, including 9o jihadists, but
town remained under jihadist control. ISGS 12 June killed 22 people, including
displaced persons, near Izingaz village (Tidermene district). West Africa regional
bloc ECOWAS heads of state 4 June postponed decision on lifting sanctions on Mali
to next summit on 3 July. Transitional President Col Goita 6 June unilaterally set
transition’s length at 24 months, starting 26 March 2022; ECOWAS 7 June
“regretted” decision, said dialogue would continue. Govt 30 June adopted electoral
calendar scheduling constitutional referendum for March 2023 and presidential
election for Feb 2024. After UN mission MINUSMA late May accused govt forces of
human rights abuses, UN Sec Gen Antonio Guterres 1 June highlighted authorities’
diminishing control over territory and active hindering of MINUSMA activities. UN
Security Council 29 June renewed mission’s mandate for another year, called for
govt to allow free movement for peacekeepers to investigate human rights abuses;
Russia, which campaigned against mission’s rights mandate, abstained.

®» Niger Jihadist violence continued in Tillabery and Diffa regions,
and President Bazoum reiterated willingness to talk with jihadists.
Insecurity persisted in Tillabery region. In Gotheye department, suspected al-Qaeda-
affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) militants 14 June
killed at least eight soldiers and wounded 33 in attack on Waraou town; in response,
French Barkhane forces same day carried out airstrike against retreating assailants
near Burkina Faso border, killing around 40. In Banibangou department, suspected
Islamic State in the Greater Sahara militants 7 June attacked Diné-Ara and Inékar
towns, causing unknown casualties, and 11 June killed two local vigilantes in
Tizegorou locality. In rare attack within Niamey capital district, suspected JNIM
militants 7 June killed one soldier and wounded another in Bougoum town. Joint
anti-insurgency operation made headway in Diffa region, but jihadist attacks
continued. Multinational Joint Task Force (which comprises militaries of Cameroon,
Chad, Niger and Nigeria) 8 June announced operation Lake Sanity 28 March-4 June
killed over 800 Boko Haram and Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)
militants in Lake Chad basin. ISWAP militants 7 June killed one soldier in attack on
army position in Djalori town (Diffa department); 14 June attacked customs post in
Mainé-Soroa department, killing one. Meanwhile, President Bazoum continued
efforts to engage local jihadist leaders in talks. Bazoum 3 June visited Makalondi
commune (Torodi department, Tillabery region), called on jihadists to demobilise,
promising reinsertion into society; 9 June visited Téra town (Téra department,
Tillabery region), called for greater cooperation with Mali and Burkina Faso to
stabilise shared borders. Amid continued popular opposition to French presence,
Bazoum in 8 June interview with West African media outlets said he was “not a valet
of France”. Nigerien, Nigerian and Algerian energy ministers around 20 June met in
Nigeria’s capital Abuja in effort to revive trans-Saharan pipeline project to transport
gas to Europe.

West Africa

®» Benin Suspected jihadists launched attack on northern region
police station, leaving several dead. In north-western Atakora department
near Burkina Faso border, suspected jihadists 26 June attacked police station in



Dassari town, killing two officers and seriously injuring another; two assailants also
killed.

®» Coted’Ivoire National Assembly approved new speaker in landslide
vote, marking new step in political reconciliation process. Following death
of National Assembly Speaker Amadou Soumahoro in May, MPs 7 June elected
Adama Bictogo, executive secretary of ruling party Rally of Houphouétists for
Democracy and Peace (RHDP) and first VP of National Assembly, as new speaker.
Bictogo gathered 237 of 255 votes, rallying political opposition forces along with
RHDP around his candidacy; in return, Bictogo vowed to take opposition parties’
demands, including reform of electoral commission and redrawing of electoral map
ahead of 2023 local elections, to President Ouattara. After spending three months in
his home region, former President Henri Konan Bédié 17 June returned to economic
capital Abidjan amid generational struggle within his Democratic Party of Cote
d’Ivoire, as youth wing demands Bédié’s departure. After former Youth Minister
Charles Blé Goudé, who lives in exile in Netherlands, recovered his passport in May,
govt spokesperson Amadou Coulibaly 1 June said it was “up to Charles Blé Goudé to
decide whether or not he will return”; Blé Goudé remains under 20-year prison
sentence in Cote d’Ivoire for involvement in crimes committed during 2010-2011
post-election crisis.

®» Guinea Security forces brutally suppressed protest, leaving one
dead, and junta initiated talks with political opposition and civil society;
West Africa regional bloc postponed decision on sanctions until July. In
capital Conakry, demonstration against fuel price increases held 1 June despite
protest ban imposed in May; security forces cracked down on protesters, leaving one
young man dead, 7 June announced arrest of five police officers in connection with
killing. Civil society organisation National Front for the Defence of the Constitution
(FNDC) 23 June cancelled march against interim President Col Doumbouya’s three-
year transition plan scheduled for same day, gave govt until 30 June to initiate
dialogue, prompting PM Mohamed Béavogui to convene talks 27 June; FNDC and
political coalition built around political party Union of Democratic Forces of Guinea
(UFDG) participated, but former presidential party Rally of the Guinean People
(RPG) boycotted event to protest ongoing detention of party leaders. Meanwhile,
gendarmes 7 June detained special forces officer who was key to Sept 2021 coup,
Commander Aly Camara, on unknown charges for second time since coup. Amid
concerns that deposed President Condé, who junta allowed in May to seek medical
treatment in Tiirkiye, may try to evade judges investigating crimes committed under
his presidency, Sec Gen of Presidency Col Amara Camara 8 June said “Condé will
come back home”. Regional bloc Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) 4 June reiterated request for “acceptable transition timetable”, without
giving more details, and urged govt to initiate dialogue with political and civil society
stakeholders to “ease socio-political tensions”; FM Morissanda Kouyaté 24 June
visited Cote d’Ivoire as part of regional tour to lobby against potential commercial
sanctions that ECOWAS could approve during next meeting set for 3 July.

®» Nigeria Armed groups continued attacks on farming communities,
kidnap for ransom and cattle rustling in North West states; security
situation remained dire in North East and South East. In Kaduna state,
gunmen 5 June raided several villages in Kajuru area, killing at least 32 residents; 19



June killed eight people and kidnapped 38 others in raids on two churches in same
area. In Zamfara state, gunmen 6-7 June abducted former state electoral
commissioner, Sanusi Wanzamai Sanusi, and killed at least five villagers in attacks
in Tsafe area; 11 June abducted about 50 people after ambushing them along Sokoto-
Gusau highway. In Kebbi state, about 200 armed men around 14 June reportedly
attacked a dozen villages in Danko-Wasagu area, killing at least five and rustling at
least 2,000 cows. Gunmen around 22 June abducted 22 people within Federal
Capital Territory. In Borno state in North East, security forces continued battling
Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) and Boko Haram (BH). Notably, army
7 June said it had killed over a dozen BH fighters in Konduga area. Both groups
however continued attacks on military and civilians. Notably, ISWAP claimed killing
four soldiers in 7 June attack on military barracks in Banki town (Bama area) near
Cameroonian border; suspected ISWAP combatants 8 June reportedly killed at least
23 civilians in Dikwa area; BH or ISWAP 16 June fired mortar bombs into internally
displaced persons camp in Bama area, killing at least 11. ISWAP also continued
spreading its operations beyond North East. Notably, group 4 June claimed 2 June
bomb attack that killed one in Okene area of Kogi state (North Central). Meanwhile
in South West, 5 June attack on Catholic church in Owo town, Ondo state, killed at
least 40 people; federal govt blamed ISWAP, which state govt disputed. Separatist
group Indigenous People of Biafra’s armed wing, Eastern Security Network (ESN),
continued almost daily attacks on govt forces in South East despite latter’s efforts to
subdue them: in Enugu state, gunmen 2 June killed two policemen in Igbo Eze North
area; in Anambra state, joint security operation around 25 June destroyed ESN
camps in Nnewi South area.

®» Togo Suspected jihadists clashed with military in northern region.
Following deadly jihadist attack in May, govt 13 June declared three-month state of
emergency in northern Savanes region bordering Burkina Faso. Suspected jihadists
overnight 15-16 June clashed with military in Goulingoushi area (also Savanes); no
casualties reported among soldiers.



