
 

 

CrisisWatch 2023 – June Trends and July Alerts 

Africa 

Central Africa 

 Cameroon   Anglophone separatist movement appeared 

increasingly divided as conflict with govt forces showed no sign of 

abating; authorities took steps to stem uptick in jihadist violence in Far 

North. 

Violence continued in Anglophone North West (NW) and South West (SW) regions. 

Anglophone separatist militants 6-7 June ambushed army patrol in Ekondo Titi 

town, Ndian division (SW) and detonated explosive device on military reinforcement 

team, leaving two soldiers and one assailant dead; 8 June shot and killed 

gendarmerie commander in Bamenda city, Mezam division (NW); 16 June killed 

police officer in Bamenda city (NW); and 25 June killed soldier near Kumba city, 

Meme division (SW). Soldiers 15-17 June raided Big Babanki village, Mezam, to 

dislodge suspected separatists, reportedly killing about dozen people including 

civilians; 24 June reportedly raided Ekona village, Fako division (SW), leaving five 

people dead. 

Splits widened within Anglophone separatist movement. After resigning in April as 

Deputy Defence Chief of separatist armed group Ambazonia Defence Forces (ADF), 

prominent separatist figure Capo Daniel mid-June challenged ADF head Ayaba Cho, 

accusing him of power-mongering, corruption, and failure to provide adequate 

political leadership. 

Govt redoubled efforts to stem jihadist violence amid uptick in attacks in Far North. 

After Boko Haram in May intensified attacks, military in Far North region 31 May 

requested further support from Chad and Nigeria to enhance border protection, and 

additional military resources from Yaoundé; governor of Far North region same day 

urged local chiefs and community leaders to reactivate militias to assist govt forces 

in fighting militants, and army 2 June announced construction of two additional 

army bases in Far North. Attacks continued, however. In Mayo-Sava division, 

suspected Boko Haram militants 2 June killed vigilante group leader in Amchidé 

town, 5 June killed one soldier in Kerawa town, and 11 June killed one civilian and 

abducted two children in Kassa village. In Mayo-Tsanaga division, army overnight 

3-4 June repelled Boko Haram attack on Goldavi military post, killing four militants. 

Suspected Islamic State West Africa Province militants 17 June reportedly 

kidnapped six women in Bargaram village, Logone-et-Chari division, for failing to 

pay taxes levied by group. 



 Central African Republic   President Touadéra faced renewed 

pushback from opposition for scheduling constitutional referendum, 

while rebel violence continued countrywide. 

Scheduling of constitutional referendum rekindled political tensions. Opposition 

and civil society groups early June condemned Touadéra’s late May move to schedule 

constitutional referendum for 30 July as manoeuvre to stay in power. Notably, 

opposition leader Alexandre Ferdinand N’Guendet, who briefly served as 

transitional president in 2014, 1 June reportedly threatened to march on capital 

Bangui, calling on army to rally behind him to overthrow Touadéra. Army generals 

6 June rejected call, and public prosecutor 12 June launched investigation into 

N’Guendet’s actions. Opposition party Resistance and Transition Council 3 June 

urged citizens to rise up against Touadéra. UN human rights expert in CAR, Yao 

Agbetse, 16 June warned referendum could “result in further human rights 

violations” and urged authorities to prevent surge of hate speech and violence before, 

during and after vote. Meanwhile, Touadéra 9 June appointed Evariste Ngamana, 

ruling party spokesperson and parliament’s first VP, as head of referendum 

campaign, sidelining party’s executive secretary and Parliament Speaker Simplice 

Mathieu Sarandji, who has spoken out against constitutional reform. 

Rebel violence continued across country. Govt forces and rebel Coalition of Patriots 

for Change (CPC) 5 June clashed in Baoro town (Nana-Mambéré prefecture), leaving 

three civilians injured. CPC fighters 8 June ambushed govt forces near Kadjama 

village (Ouham prefecture), killing three and capturing one; 13 June attacked army 

and Russian paramilitary Wagner position in Makoundji Wali village (Ouham-Pendé 

prefecture), with unknown casualties. Govt forces and Wagner 11 June captured 

senior CPC official during operation in Bria town (Haute-Kotto prefecture), after 

CPC fighters surrounded Bria and spread rumours of major attack. Self-defence 

militia Azandé Ani Kpi Gbé 20 June clashed with Union for Peace in CAR (a member 

of CPC) rebels in Mboki town (Haut-Mbomou prefecture), leaving unknown number 

dead. 

Chadian army continued military operations in CAR. Chadian military 3 June killed 

a dozen alleged CAR-based Chadian rebels near Ngolongosso locality (Bamingui-

Bangoran prefecture). 

 Chad   Govt forces and rebel groups engaged in week-long fighting in 

northern region in worst episode of rebel violence since 2021 offensive. 

Rebel violence resurged in Tibesti region in north. Rebel groups National Front for 

Democracy and Justice in Chad (FNDJT) and Military Command Council for the 

Salvation of the Republic (CCMSR), both of which took part in 2022 Doha dialogue 

but refused to sign ensuing peace deal with transitional govt, 31 May-6 June clashed 

with armed forces in Tibesti. Army 7 June said fighting left 23 rebels dead, while 

eight soldiers suffered injuries; rebels 6 June claimed 15 soldiers killed, later 

announced death of one FNDJT senior commander. 

Suspected criminal violence affected eastern regions. In Guéra region, unidentified 

assailants 3 June killed four civilians in attack on agricultural project team near 

Iregué locality (Mangalmé department); mob 15 June attacked Mangalmé prison and 

lynched two alleged perpetrators. In Sila region, unidentified gunmen 7 June killed 

two security personnel in Hadjer Marfain locality (Kimiti department), while dispute 



over local chief’s succession 14 June reportedly left two dead and 30 injured in 

Djourouf Al Ahmar department. 

Fallout from Sudan conflict increased risk of tribal clashes along border. Security 

services 11 June arrested Allamine Adoudou, Chad’s former ambassador to Egypt 

and prominent opposition leader, over comments supporting Chadian Arab 

tribesmen fighting alongside Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in Sudan. Lt. Gen. Shams 

al-Din Kabbashi, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Sudanese Armed Forces, 9 June 

accused RSF of recruiting mercenaries from Arab tribes notably in Chad. NGO 

Doctors without Borders 16 June said over 600 war-wounded Sudanese in last three 

days arrived in Adré town in Ouaddaï region (east). UN human rights representative 

late June said 120,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived to Chad since 15 April, 

warned UN camps in country only had capacity for 90,000. 

In other important developments. Council of Ministers 2 June and National 

Transitional Council 27 June approved preliminary draft constitution ahead of 

constitutional referendum due in Nov. Several political and civil society opposition 

groups immediately said proposed text, which retains unitary state, contradicts 

recommendations of Inclusive National Dialogue, according to which form of the 

state was to be decided by referendum. 

Great Lakes 

 Burundi   Govt suspended main opposition party as authorities 

stepped up attempts to silence dissent ahead of 2025 legislative 

elections. 

Govt suspended main opposition party. Interior Minister Martin Niteretse 2 June 

banned main opposition party National Congress for Freedom (CNL) from any 

activities, citing “irregularities” during congresses held in March and April, which 

saw several party executives opposed to CNL President Agathon Rwasa ousted. 

Rwasa and other party officials in following days denounced “attempt to weaken the 

CNL ahead of the 2025 legislative elections”. Authorities 10-17 June arrested at least 

16 CNL activists and party officials on spurious charges. Meanwhile, ruling-party 

youth militia Imbonerakure 4 June reportedly lynched CNL activist Gabriel 

Ndayishimiye in Gitega province, and 7 June launched census of population by 

political affiliation in Kayogoro commune, Makamba province, with CNL 

denouncing manoeuvre aimed at dissuading locals from openly supporting CNL. 

In other important developments. Burundi 14-28 June participated in East African 

Community’s military exercise aiming to foster cooperation among military, police 

and civilian components of seven EAC member states. 

 DR Congo   Political tensions escalated ahead of December general 

elections, and M23-related violence resumed, jeopardising fragile 

ceasefire observed on the ground since April. 

Political climate sharply deteriorated. Military intelligence 5 June accused 

opposition leader Moïse Katumbi’s right-hand man, Salomon Kalonda – detained in 

May – of collusion with Rwanda and M23 rebels, and 8 June searched Kalonda and 

Katumbi’s homes in capital Kinshasa and Lubumbashi city. Moves fuelled concern 

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20230622-r%C3%A9fugi%C3%A9s-soudanais-au-tchad-le-hcr-d%C3%A9crit-une-situation-alarmante


among opposition parties that President Tshisekedi may use M23 crisis to repress 

rivals ahead of December general elections. Opposition and civil society continued 

to strongly criticise electoral process. Former President Kabila 16 June denounced 

those “organising chaotic elections that will set the country ablaze”, while opposition 

heavyweight Martin Fayulu 19 June threatened election boycott if voter list is not 

redone. After National Episcopal Conference 22 June condemned democratic 

backsliding, Tshisekedi 25 June accused Catholic Church of intimidation. 

Clashes resumed between M23 rebellion and local armed groups allied to army. 

Following lull in M23-related violence in North Kivu province since April, M23 

rebels 8, 26 June clashed with ethnic Hutu militia in Bwito chiefdom, Rutshuru 

territory, and 15 June captured Kasura, Butale and Lwama villages in Bashali 

chiefdom, Masisi territory, after clashes with ethnic Hutu and Hunde militias; 

renewed fighting reported in Masisi 17-21 June. Meanwhile, Angola 3 and 27 June 

hosted regional summits to help resolve conflict (see Rwanda). 

Deadly attacks by ethnic and Islamist militias continued. Association of various 

ethnic Lendu militias, Cooperative for the Development of the Congo, 11-12 June 

rampaged through Lala displacement camp in Djugu territory of Ituri province, 

killing 46 civilians, mostly ethnic Hema. Islamist militia Allied Democratic Forces 

(ADF) 2-9 June killed at least 24 people in Beni territory, North Kivu. ADF 16 June 

also launched deadly cross-border attack into Uganda (see Uganda), and 25 June 

killed several people in Manya locality, Mambasa territory, Ituri. 

Conflict between Yaka and Teke communities continued in west. Ethnic Yaka 

“Mobondo” militiamen 6 June beheaded ethnic Teke village chief in Maluku 

commune, Kinshasa, and 26 June killed at least 20 people, mostly from Teke ethnic 

group, in ambush in Kwamouth territory, Mai-Ndombe province. 

 Rwanda   Regional leaders discussed situation in eastern DR Congo, 

and UN annual report heavily criticised Rwanda’s role in DR Congo. 

Regional peace efforts continued. Regional leaders 3 June met in Angola’s capital 

Luanda for extraordinary summit of International Conference on the Great Lakes 

Region (ICGLR) to discuss eastern DR Congo and Sudan. Participants notably urged 

M23 armed group to accelerate withdrawal from North Kivu province and 

“condemned any attempt by the M23 [and others] to revive hostilities in occupied 

areas”. DR Congo President Félix Tshisekedi attended, while PM Edouard Ngirente 

represented Rwanda in place of President Kagame. Angola 27 June also hosted first 

quadripartite summit of ICGLR, Southern African Development Community, East 

African Community and Economic Community of Central African States under 

African Union auspices; participants pledged better coordination of peace initiatives 

in eastern DR Congo.  

UN report condemned Rwanda’s intervention in DR Congo. In annual report 

published 20 June, UN Group of Experts on DR Congo reported “evidence of direct 

interventions by the Rwanda Defence Force on Democratic Republic of the Congo 

territory, either to reinforce M23 combatants or to conduct military operations”. U.S. 

19 June welcomed report and reiterated call for Rwanda to “immediately remove 

Rwandan Defense Force troops from Congolese territory” and “cease support for the 

UN- and U.S.-sanctioned M23 armed group”.  



 Uganda   Uganda suffered deadliest attack in years as Islamist 

militia launched raid on school near Congolese border, killing dozens. 

Deadly attack on school undermined faith in security forces. Armed assailants 

overnight 16-17 June raided secondary school in Mpondwe town near border with 

DR Congo, killing at least 44 people, mostly children, and abducting several others. 

Authorities immediately blamed attack on Islamic State-linked Allied Democratic 

Forces (ADF) militia based in eastern DR Congo and deployed reinforcements to 

border area; security forces 18-20 June rescued three kidnapped students and 

arrested at least 20 people, including school director and head teacher, for alleged 

collaboration with ADF. As lack of timely intervention despite presence of police and 

army posts in school’s direct vicinity raised concern, opposition figures including 

Abdallah Kiwanuka 21 June called for repatriation of Ugandan troops deployed 

abroad to improve security at home. Meanwhile, after deadly raid on Ugandan 

contingent of African Union transition mission in Somalia in late May, reports 

emerged of low troop morale and frustration over ageing equipment and pay gaps. 

Random shootings by security personnel continued. Following last month’s spat of 

gun violence, security guards 4-6 June shot at least three people, leaving one dead 

and two injured. 

In other important developments. After President Museveni late May enacted law 

punishing homosexuality with death penalty in some cases, rights groups early June 

urged World Bank to suspend loans to Uganda, and U.S. 16 June announced visa 

restrictions on individuals “undermining the democratic process” in Uganda. 

East and Southern Africa 

 Angola   Spike in fuel prices sparked demonstrations that left five 

people dead. 

Govt 2 June scrapped fuel subsidies, prompting gasoline price to almost double. In 

response, taxi drivers 5 June held protest in Huambo province. Police responded 

with live ammunition, killing five people including 12-year-old. NGO Human Rights 

Watch next day condemned disproportionate use of force, called for impartial 

investigations and prosecutions. President Lourenco 8 June fired economic 

coordination minister and replaced him with central bank governor. Unrest 

continued with thousands 17 June protesting fuel price hike in several cities, 

including in capital Luanda and Benguela and Namibe cities; police fired tear gas, 

with several people reportedly wounded and at least 87 detained.  

 Kenya   President Ruto enacted new finance bill, adding to tensions 

with opposition; under pressure in Somalia, Al-Shabaab stepped up 

incursions into Kenya. 

President signed controversial finance bill into law despite opposition. Police 6 

June fired teargas to disperse hundreds of people demonstrated against proposed 

Finance Bill 2023 in capital Nairobi. Lawmakers 21 June approved bill, which 

doubles fuel tax and introduces new housing levy, and Ruto 26 June signed it into 

law. Move added to tensions between govt and opposition. In protest, opposition 

leader Raila Odinga 27 June called for tax boycott and vowed to hold street protests 



from 7 July; Odinga’s coalition Azimio la Umoja same day also announced leaving 

bi-partisan talks with govt on selection of election commissioners. High Court 30 

June suspended implementation of Finance Act 2023 pending hearing and 

determination of lawsuit sponsored by opposition senator. 

Al-Shabaab attacks spiked along Somali border. As offensive against Al-Shabaab 

continued in Somalia, group 2 June reportedly attacked police vehicle with rocket-

propelled grenade along Lelele-Takaba road in Mandera county, killing two officers 

and injuring five others. Al-Shabaab claimed explosive device attack 7 June killed 

four soldiers on Mararani-Kiunga road in Lamu county, while another explosive 

device attack 13 June reportedly killed eight police officers near Bodhei town along 

Lamu-Garissa county border. Suspected Al-Shabaab militants 24 June killed five 

civilians in Juhudi and Salama villages in Lamu county, raising death toll in such 

cross-border attacks to at least 30 in past month. 

Violence over cattle and land resources continued in north. Suspected cattle raiders 

3 June injured two people in Kamurion village along West Pokot-Turkana county 

border; 9 June attacked Lolmolog village in Samburu county, injuring four and 

stealing hundreds of cattle. Attacks also increased in Meru County, possibly 

reflecting security operations’ success in pushing raiders south. Notably, armed men 

likely coming from Samburu 12-13 June attacked Njaruine village, killing five and 

stealing over 100 cattle. 

 Mozambique   Insurgent activity persisted at lower intensity in 

northern Cabo Delgado province; preparations for October municipal 

elections moved forward. 

Islamic State militants remained active mostly in coastal Macomia district. Graves 

containing bodies of three individuals who went missing in early May in Chitoio 

village, Macomia district, discovered 5 June. Suspected Islamic State Mozambique 

Province (ISMP) militants sighted 7 June around coastal village of Pequeue in 

Macomia. Meanwhile, security forces mid-June reportedly reduced escorts on N380 

road between Macomia district headquarters and Mucojo town. ISMP militants 

continued to engage communities peacefully in certain coastal areas, while also 

warning civilians against cooperation with security forces. Notably, militants 5 June 

searched bus near Ilala village along Macomia coast but let the passengers go 

unharmed, and 21 June reportedly entered Kalugo village in Mocímboa da Praia 

district, bought food and clothing before leaving. 

Authorities appeared set to step up counter-insurgency operations in Macomia. 

Military 19 June reportedly ordered residents of several villages along Macomia 

coast to evacuate to make way for govt, Rwandan and Southern African forces 

operations, and 21 June blocked all travel to Mucojo town from Macomia town. 

Soldiers’ indiscipline continued to fuel distrust. Notably, security forces 9 June killed 

schoolteacher in Pamunda neighbourhood of Mocímboa da Praia district. 

Ahead of October municipal elections, voter registration closed. Voter registration 

for municipal elections scheduled for 11 October concluded 3 June, amid accusations 

that as many as 1.5mn people, particularly in opposition-leaning areas in central and 

northern Mozambique, had been unable to register. In Cabo Delgado, however, more 

people than expected registered, notably in Pemba, Mocímboa da Praia, Ibo, Chiure, 

and Balama municipalities, which host villagers displaced by conflict. 



 Zimbabwe   Tensions simmered ahead of general elections 

scheduled for August as authorities continued to harass opposition and 

advanced bill curtailing political freedoms. 

Opposition protested bill curtailing political freedoms. Both houses of parliament 

31 May-7 June passed Criminal Law Code Amendment Bill criminalising “willfully 

damaging the sovereignty and national interest of Zimbabwe”. In response, main 

opposition party Citizens’ Coalition for Change (CCC) described bill as “dangerous 

and unconstitutional”, said it was designed to punish citizens, civil society 

organisations and political adversaries of ruling ZANU-PF party ahead of general 

elections due in August. NGO Amnesty International 9 June denounced “disturbing 

crackdown on Zimbabweans’ rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and 

association”, and called on President Mnangagwa not to sign bill into law. 

Authorities continued to stifle dissent. Security forces 2 June detained five CCC 

activists, including one candidate for upcoming elections, following altercation with 

suspected ruling ZANU-PF party supporters at voter registration centre in Midlands 

region; all five remanded in custody next day on various charges including assault. 

Authorities 12 June charged 39 CCC supporters with political violence for allegedly 

attacking ZANU-PF office in Nyatsime locality, just south of capital Harare in 

Mashonaland East region. 

Final list of presidential candidates disclosed. Electoral authority 22 June said 11 

candidates will run for presidency in August, including Mnangagwa, CCC leader 

Nelson Chamisa, and exiled former ruling party official Saviour Kasukuwere. 

Horn of Africa 

 Eritrea   Asmara re-joined regional bloc in sustained effort to 

bolster international standing; President Isaias continued seeking 

closer ties with Russia. 

Eritrea sought to bolster regional standing. Eritrea 12 June formally rejoined 

regional bloc Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) after 16-year 

hiatus. Information Minister Yemane Gebremeskel same day said IGAD should play 

leading role in resolving Sudan crisis. High-level delegation led by FM Osman Saleh 

13 June participated in 14th IGAD regular meeting in Djibouti. 

President Isaias completed first official visit to Russia. President Isaias late May-

early June made first official visit to Russia, held talks with President Putin on 

strengthening bilateral ties and agreed to participate in second Russia-Africa 

Summit in July. In interview with state-controlled TV channel Russia Today, Isaias 

5 June supported Russia’s “right to defend itself” against “hegemonic forces … led by 

Washington” that have “declared war against humanity”, calling for “global 

solidarity” to forge new world order. 

 Ethiopia   Deadly violence persisted in Oromia region, Tigray peace 

process remained on track despite challenges, and unrest simmered in 

Amhara region amid rising opposition to federal govt. 



Insecurity remained rampant in Oromia, exacting heavy toll on civilians. 

Hostilities between Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and military continued at high 

intensity; month also saw clashes between Amhara Fano militia and govt forces. 

Meanwhile, armed groups stepped up attacks on civilians. Notably, OLA 6 June 

attacked bus near Bule Hora town (West Guji Zone), killing two; Fano militia 8-9 

June killed at least three in Agemsa town (East Wollega); UN humanitarian agency 

14 June reported deteriorating humanitarian situation following attacks on civilians 

in parts of Horo Guduru Wollega and East Wollega zones. Kidnappings also 

continued; notably, gunmen 24 June abducted around 50 people in Ali Doro area 

(North Shewa Zone), demanding ransom. 

Tigray peace process saw mixed progress. NGO Human Rights Watch 1 June 

reported Amhara forces in disputed Western Tigray continued ethnic cleansing of 

Tigrayans after Nov 2022 truce. Amhara residents of Western Tigray 4 June 

demonstrated, demanding govt address status of ethnic Amharas living there. U.S. 

Horn of Africa envoy 7 June met with federal and Tigray leaders, and African Union 

(AU) officials, later confirmed parties agreed to extend AU ceasefire monitoring and 

verification team’s mandate until Dec 2023. Tigray Interim President Getachew 

Reda 11 June visited Amhara’s capital Bahir Dar for first time since Tigray war ended, 

pledged to continue work toward “sustainable peace” during talks with Amhara’s 

president. 

Fano militia clashed with federal forces in Amhara. Amid rising discontent with 

federal govt in Amhara region, sporadic fighting occurred during month between 

federal forces and Amhara nationalist Fano militia, notably leaving six dead on 10 

June in Awi Zone. Other Amhara nationalist factions feeling isolated as federal govt 

strengthens relations with Tigray may resort to low-grade armed rebellion. 

In other important developments. U.S. development agency 8 June suspended food 

aid to Ethiopia after uncovering “widespread and coordinated campaign” to divert 

assistance; World Food Program next day followed suit. Addis Ababa 29 June 

requested to join BRICS bloc of emerging economies that includes Russia, Brazil, 

China, India and South Africa. 

 Somalia   Al-Shabaab continued to launch major attacks amid 

stalled govt offensive, political tensions turned deadly in Puntland state 

and spiked in Gedo and Hiraan regions, while AU began troops 

drawdown. 

Al-Shabaab conducted series of major attacks. As govt’s anti-Al-Shabaab offensive 

remained stalled, militants 7 June launched assault on outpost of Ethiopian forces 

in Dolow town, Jubaland state (south); 9 June laid seven-hour siege to Pearl Beach 

hotel in capital Mogadishu, killing at least nine; twin bombs 21 June killed multiple 

trainees in army recruitment centre in Bardhere city, Jubaland; and 25 June fired 

mortars at Halane base housing AU and UN personnel in Mogadishu, causing no 

casualties. 

Violence left at least two dozen dead in Puntland state. As opposition groups 

continued to accuse Puntland President Said Deni of seeking to extend his term, 

gunmen loyal to opposition 20 June tried to disrupt parliamentary debate on 

changes to electoral system in state capital Garowe; clashes with security forces left 



at least 26 people dead. Traditional elders next day helped negotiate pause in 

fighting. 

Political tensions spiked in Hiraan and Gedo regions. Hirshabelle state President 

Ali Guudlaawe 17 June replaced Hiraan regional governor Ali Jeyte, prompting 

immediate protests from Jeyte’s supporters, notably among his Hawadle clan, in 

regional capital Beledweyne. Jeyte 18 June said Hiraan is “severing ties” with 

Hirshabelle administration, and around 24 June proclaimed himself president of 

“new” Hiraan state, rejected talks with federal govt, and banned all flights into and 

out of Hiraan. Meanwhile, in bid to replace Gedo regional officials close to former 

federal President Farmajo, Jubaland state President Ahmed Madobe 7 June named 

Abdullahi Abdi Jama as new Gedo governor. Local elites however opposed move, 

with officials in Garbaharey city 13 June denying permission for plane carrying Abdi 

Jama to land until 27 June. 

African Union (AU) mission began drawdown of troops. AU mission (ATMIS), due 

to exit Somalia by December 2024, 30 June completed first stage of withdrawal with 

2,000 of almost 20,000 total troops leaving and several bases transferred to Somali 

army. 

 Somaliland   Las Anod crisis continued amid fighting between govt 

forces and local clan militias and defection of high-ranking officials. 

Fighting between security forces and local clan militias continued. After lull in 

violence between Somaliland forces and Dhulbahante clan militias in early to mid-

June, fighting picked up with several clashes and mortar exchanges reported 24-27 

June in and around Las Anod town. President Bihi 25 June reiterated commitment 

to defend territorial integrity but expressed willingness to engage in negotiations 

with Dhulbahante elders. 

Senior officials switched sides. Deputy commander of army, Lt. Gen. Suleiman Barre 

Gesood, early June defected and reportedly joined Dhulbahante forces. House of 

Representatives speaker, Abdirisaq Khalif, 12 June resigned, said President Bihi’s 

govt and security forces responsible for violence around Las Anod. Move came days 

after Attorney General filed lawsuit against Khalif, accusing him of absenteeism and 

undermining unity of Somaliland. 

In other important developments. Electoral authorities 21 June completed 

distribution of voter cards; election timeline remained elusive, however, with 

opposition and govt divided over whether presidential vote or so-called political 

parties election should be held first. 

 South Sudan   Militia forces integrated into army, and 

intercommunal tensions escalated amid displacement crisis from Sudan 

where conflict threatens oil exports. 

Agwalek militia integrated into army and defections weakened opposition. 

President Kiir and leader of ethnic Shilluk Agwalek militia, Johnson Olony, 7 June 

held long-awaited meeting in capital Juba, agreed to officially integrate Agwalek 

combatants into national armed forces. Leaders of two largest rebel groups not to 

have signed revitalised peace agreement – South Sudan United Front/Army deputy 

chief of staff, Dickson Gatluak, 11 June and National Salvation Front’s commander, 



Kenyi Warrior, 18 June – defected to govt, which could disincentivise Juba from 

reconvening Rome talks with armed groups outside of 2018 deal. 

Sudan conflict enflamed intercommunal violence and threatened vital oil pipeline. 

UN refugee agency 26 June reported around 117,000 had crossed border from 

Sudan, mostly returnees, since 15 April. Humanitarian organisations continued to 

relocate thousands to areas of origin and areas adjacent to existing Protection of 

Civilians (PoC) camp in Malakal city (Upper Nile state), where intercommunal 

tensions have been high for months due to fighting between Nuer and Shilluk 

Agwalek ethnic militia. Empowered by President Kiir’s recognition of Olony, armed 

Shilluk 8 June clashed with Nuer groups in PoC camp, killing over 20, injuring 

dozens and raising doubts about UN mission’s (UNMISS) ability to protect camp. 

Meanwhile, Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid Support Forces mid-June reportedly 

threatened to blow up only oil pipeline through Sudan if South Sudan does not stop 

paying transit fees to Sudanese army; move would prevent South Sudan’s oil export 

through Port Sudan, with catastrophic economic consequences. 

Violence persisted in several states. Clashes during cattle raid between Nuer youth 

of Panyijiar County and Dinka youth of Rumbek Central County 1 June killed eight 

in Lakes State. Local official said youth from Unity State 3 June killed 19 in cattle-

related attack in Tonj North county, Warrap State. Misseriya tribesmen from Sudan’s 

Kordofan states 10-15 June killed ten in Warn Ayen area of Aweil East County in 

Northern Bahr el-Ghazal state. UNMISS 16 June revealed number of violent 

incidents targeting civilians Jan-March 2023 grew by 12% compared to same time 

period in 2022. 

 Sudan   Conflict between Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and army 

escalated as mediation efforts failed, with fighting drawing in other 

armed groups and Darfur witnessing worst violence since civil war. 

Fighting intensified in Khartoum and Kordofan states, drawing in rebel group. 

Army continued aerial bombardment of RSF-controlled areas of capital Khartoum, 

including residential and commercial neighbourhoods; notably, air attack 17 June 

killed at least 17. In North Kordofan state, where RSF and army fought over state 

capital El-Obeid, RSF 3 June reportedly killed over 50 civilians in al-Humaira 

village. Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) 8 June reportedly 

mobilised in South Kordofan state, raising fears conflict could spread southward. 

Army 21 June accused SPLM-N of attacking army unit in South Kordofan’s capital 

Kadugli; SPLM-N and RSF same day reportedly attacked army in al-Dalanj city. In 

first reported fighting in Blue Nile state, residents 26 June said SPLM-N attacked 

Kurmuk city. 

Ethnic conflict escalated in Darfur. Violence in June killed or displaced thousands 

in Darfur as conflict took on ethnic dimension involving Arab Rizeigat and non-Arab 

Masalit tribes. RSF 14 June allegedly killed West Darfur state governor after he 

accused RSF of genocide. In North Darfur state, fighting 2-3 June reportedly killed 

over 40 civilians in Kutum town, with renewed clashes reported 22 June in state 

capital Al Fashir. Clashes 20-25 June reportedly escalated in South Darfur’s state 

capital Nyala, killing at least 25. Violence risks drawing in other tribal militias 

including from neighbouring Chad. 



Conflict raised risk of state failure. Hostilities led to breakdown of governance, law 

and order, and economic collapse. Meanwhile, UN agencies 2 June reported 

increasingly “desperate” situation for civilians as rainy season started, which could 

complicate relief efforts. 

Various mediation tracks struggled to gain traction. U.S. and Saudi Arabia-

brokered 72-hour ceasefire 20 Jun broke down; U.S. next day adjourned Jeddah 

talks, saying format was “not succeeding”. Warring parties 26-27 June announced 

ceasefires for Eid al-Adha holiday, but fighting continued. Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD) leaders 12 June met in Djibouti, adopting 

roadmap for conflict’s resolution; army 15 June opposed Kenya taking lead, 

jeopardising track. African Union’s late May roadmap for peace failed to make 

progress. Competing mediation tracks risk hindering efforts to resolve crisis. 

Sahel 

 Burkina Faso   Amid heavy fighting between security forces and 

jihadist militants, abuses against civilians continued as transitional govt 

pursued all-military approach to insecurity. 

Jihadists inflicted heavy losses on security forces. Govt forces and civilian army 

auxiliaries (VDPs) late May conducted wide-ranging operations against al-Qaeda-

affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) and Islamic State 

Sahel Province in North region’s Yatenga province, Boucle du Mouhoun region’s 

Nayala province, and Centre-West region’s Sanguié province. In Centre-East region, 

suspected jihadists 5 June killed 14 VDPs and four soldiers in Sawengua area, 

Boulgou province, reportedly prompting airborne counter-attack. In Centre-North 

region, unidentified jihadists 26 June ambushed supply convoy in Namsiguia village, 

Bam province, killing at least 31 soldiers and three VDPs, while govt claimed to have 

killed around 40 assailants; jihadists same day reportedly killed 33 VDPs in Noaka 

village, Sanmatenga province, with VDPs claiming to have killed 50 jihadists. 

State-sponsored militias conducted multiple abuses against civilians. In Centre-

East region, suspected VDPs 3 June abducted 19 Fulani civilians from bus near 

Yargatenga commune, Koulpélogo province, and soldiers and VDPs 6 June killed 

traditional chief and two other people they accused of collaborating with JNIM in 

Sawengua village, Boulgou province. In East region, VDPs 10 June abducted at least 

four people from medical centre in Kompienga province before killing them. 

Transitional President Capt. Traoré conducted partial cabinet reshuffle. Traoré 25 

June proceeded to partial reshuffle of govt, with departure of four ministers, 

including those in charge of security and justice; other key ministries including 

defence, finance and foreign affairs did not change hands. 

Govt took further steps to re-align away from traditional Western partners. Traoré 

12 June received delegation from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa 

(BRICS) alliance of major emerging economies. FM Olivia Ragnaghnewendé 

Rouamba next day signed memorandum of understanding with BRICS delegation, 

defining priority areas of cooperation, largely related to development. Meanwhile, 

transitional govt 18 June congratulated Malian authorities on decision to revoke 



consent for UN peacekeeping mission (MINUSMA), lauding step as “conforming to 

the strategic vision of the Malian state” and “affirmation of sovereignty” (see Mali). 

 Mali   UN Security Council ended UN mission at Bamako’s request, 

while Mali voters approved new Constitution in referendum, and 

jihadist violence continued in centre and north. 

UN mission set to leave Mali after authorities revoked consent. Ahead of UN 

Security Council’s vote on renewal of UN peacekeeping mission (MINUSMA)’s 

mandate, FM Abdoulaye Diop 16 June requested MINUSMA’s departure “without 

delay”, citing “crisis of confidence” between authorities and decade-old mission. 

Permanent Strategic Framework (CSP), which gathers northern armed groups 

signatory to 2015 peace agreement, 21 June said departure of UN mission “without 

a credible alternative” would strike “fatal blow” to peace deal. UN Security Council 

30 June terminated MINUSMA’s mandate, with mission to cease operations, 

transfer tasks and withdraw personnel by 31 December. 

Voters approved new Constitution in referendum. Mali 18 June held constitutional 

referendum on new constitution strengthening presidential powers, providing 

amnesty for coup perpetrators, and potentially paving the way for Transitional 

President Col. Goïta to run in presidential election scheduled for Feb 2024. CSP 

members did not allow vote to proceed in Kidal town (north) under their control, 

while Malian civil society-led election observation mission 18 June said around 80 

polling stations remained closed in Mopti region (centre) due to insecurity. Electoral 

authority in following days claimed turnout was 38% and 23 June said new 

constitution approved with 97% of vote. United Front Against the Referendum, made 

up of 21 political parties and civil society organisations, in following days denounced 

massive fraud and filed appeals to Constitutional Court. 

Jihadist violence continued in centre and north. In Mopti (centre), Islamic State 

Sahel Province (IS Sahel) militants 3 June killed 15 pastoralists at Teberemt village, 

and al-Qaeda affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) 6 June 

killed at least 10 Dan Na Ambassagou militiamen in ambush in Korn’Ga village. In 

north, JNIM and IS Sahel militants 3 June clashed in Tatakarat area, Gao region, 

leaving eight IS Sahel militants dead; JNIM militants next day ambushed IS Sahel 

unit in Timatalwayene area, Timbuktu region, killing ten. Also in Timbuktu, JNIM 9 

June attacked MINUSMA patrol, killing one UN peacekeeper. 

 Niger   Low-level jihadist violence persisted notably in south east, 

and reports emerged of Arab tribesmen from Niger fighting in Sudan. 

Sporadic violence from Boko Haram factions continued in Diffa region (south east). 

Suspected members of JAS faction of Boko Haram 9 June killed three Nigerian 

youths in Bosso department. Military vehicle 16 June hit explosive device likely 

planted by Islamic State West Africa Province militants near Chetima Wangou 

locality, Diffa department, leaving seven soldiers dead. 

Mediation efforts made headway in Tillabery region (south west). Military around 

3 June killed five suspected militants of Islamic State Sahel Province or al-Qaeda-

affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) and arrested another 

eight in Tera department. Arab, Fulani, Djerma and Tuareg communities of Ouallam 

department 4 June signed peace agreement in Tondikiwindi village, committing to 



resolving differences peacefully and “forgive past acts”; deal was supported by 

national peacebuilding body Haute autorité à la consolidation de la paix, testifying 

to Niger’s multidimensional approach to insecurity relative to its neighbours. 

In other important developments. In Agadez region (north), suspected bandits 9 

June attacked Tchibarakaten gold mining site in Iferouane area; army repelled 

attack, killing three assailants and detaining another. Lt. Gen. Shams al-Din 

Kabbashi, Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Sudanese Armed Forces, 9 June accused 

rival Rapid Support Forces of recruiting mercenaries from Arab tribes notably in 

Niger. 

West Africa 

 Côte d’Ivoire   Ahead of September local elections, voter roll 

continued to spark controversy; govt pursued efforts to monitor refugee 

influx from Burkina Faso amid fears of jihadist infiltration. 

Opposition heavyweights criticised electoral list. Henri Konan Bédié’s Democratic 

Party of Côte d’Ivoire (PDCI) and Laurent Gbagbo’s African People’s Party - Côte 

d’Ivoire (PPA-CI) 1 June held joint press conference, alleged irregularities on voter 

roll including presence of deceased voters, and called for extension of appeal period. 

Gbagbo 8 June filed appeal at electoral commission’s office in Abidjan city to be 

reinstated on election roll to vote in municipal and regional elections due 2 Sept; 

PPA-CI 30 June said electoral commission had rejected appeal. 

Ad-hoc political alliances faced challenges. PPA-CI and PDCI continued to discuss 

circumstantial electoral alliances for local elections; disagreements however 

persisted over designation of common candidates in some districts, notably in 

Gbagbo stronghold of Yopougon in Abidjan suburb. Paris-based weekly news 

magazine Jeune Afrique 12 June reported ruling party Rally of Houphouëtists for 

Democracy and Peace did not withdraw its candidate in Moronou region where 

president of Ivorian Popular Front party, Pascal Affi N’Guessan, is seeking re-

election, despite partnership agreement signed in May. 

Govt took further steps to manage refugee influx from Burkina Faso. UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees representative in Côte d’Ivoire 19 June announced two 

“transit sites” for Burkinabe refugees will be operational by late June in porous 

border departments of Ouangolodougou (north) and Bouna (north east); Ivorian 

authorities hope sites will allow for better monitoring of refugee influx amid 

concerns that some jihadist militants might be hiding among displaced people in 

order to infiltrate country. 

 Guinea   Opposition coalition put demonstrations on hold, but 

political tensions persisted as transitional authorities launched 

consultations on constitutional reform. 

Opposition suspended demonstrations, court acquitted key opposition leaders. 

Large opposition and civil society coalition Forces Vives de Guinée (FVG) 31 May put 

demonstrations on hold for June, citing preparations for Eid al-Adha celebrations. 

Dixinn court 13 June cleared three leaders of civil society platform National Front 

for the Defence of the Constitution – including Oumar Sylla, alias Foniké Mengué – 

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20230605-niger-les-communaut%C3%A9s-du-d%C3%A9partement-de-ouallam-signent-un-accord-de-paix


of all charges levelled against them in mid-2022, including participating in an illegal 

gathering; public prosecutor immediately appealed acquittal, which was one of 

FVG’s main preconditions to resume negotiations with govt. 

Transitional authorities moved forward with constitutional reform initiative. 

Transitional legislature 15 May-2 June organised constitutional consultations, 

calling upon institutions and political entities to discuss guiding principles of future 

constitution and present recommendations; armed forces suggested limiting 

number of political parties to three, while FVG boycotted initiative.  

Tensions with ECOWAS remained latent. Transitional authorities postponed talks 

on conduct of transition scheduled for 18-21 June with West African regional bloc 

(ECOWAS) mediator for Guinea, former Beninese President Thomas Boni Yayi, 

citing higher agenda priorities. African Union Chairperson Azali Assoumani 23-25 

June visited Guinea, met with transitional president, Lt. Col. Doumbouya; leaders 

likely discussed tensions between Conakry and ECOWAS on conduct of transition. 

 Nigeria   New president took steps to address economic and security 

crises, while jihadist, criminal and herder-farmer violence continued 

unabated in several states. 

President Tinubu reaffirmed focus on security, economy. Tinubu 19 June replaced 

all service and intelligence chiefs, ensuring that new appointments reflect country’s 

“federal character” as required by constitution. Tinubu during first few weeks in 

office also took significant steps toward reforming economy, notably scrapping fuel 

subsidy, which prompted major price increase. Main labour union announced 

indefinite strike from 7 June to protest move and soaring inflation, but put it on hold 

after govt 5 June engaged them in negotiations. After Tinubu 9 June suspended 

central bank chief, Godwin Emefiele, central bank mid-June ended years-long policy 

of operating multiple exchange rates. 

Islamist insurgents launched bold attack in Borno state in North East. Air force 6 

June bombed enclave believed to be camp of notable Boko Haram leader, Ali Ngulde, 

in Gwoza area, reportedly killing number of insurgents but missing Ngulde; 8 June 

allegedly struck Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) convoy in Damboa area, 

killing unconfirmed number. However, suspected Boko Haram 15 and 22 June killed 

at least 23 civilians and abducted others in Jere and Mafa areas, suggesting that some 

units are still lurking in forests around state capital Maiduguri. Suspected ISWAP 30 

June fired rocket-propelled grenade at Damboa town after failing to invade 

community, killing five people. Boko Haram and ISWAP 23 June clashed between 

Gajiganna and Gajiram towns in Nganzai area, with unconfirmed fatalities. 

Criminal violence continued unabated in North West and North Central. In Sokoto 

state, gunmen around 3 June killed over 100 people in villages of Tangaza area of 

Sokoto state, Maradun area of Zamfara, and Katsina-Ala area of Benue state. In 

Niger state, armed individuals 7 June killed at least 25 farmers and abducted 

unconfirmed number of residents in Rafi area. Military 1-15 June reportedly killed 

38 members of armed groups, mostly in Kaduna and Zamfara states. 

Herder-farmer violence continued to run high in North Central. Violence arising 

from herder-farmer tensions 11-27 June left over 60 people dead in Riyom, Barkin 

Ladi and Mangu areas of Plateau state. 



 Senegal   Deadly protests erupted after court sentenced opposition 

leader to prison. 

Court in capital Dakar 1 June sentenced opposition leader Ousmane Sonko to two 

years in prison for “corrupting the youth”, de facto disqualifying him from Feb 2024 

presidential election; court however acquitted him of rape. Sonko’s supporters 

immediately denounced ruling as politically motivated, and 1-2 June staged protests 

notably in Dakar’s suburbs and Sonko’s hometown of Ziguinchor (Casamance 

region), with clashes reported between police and protesters. Govt 2 June deployed 

army in Dakar, and 4 June shut down mobile internet access, citing need to combat 

“subversive messages in a context of public disorder in certain localities”. Govt same 

day said clashes left 16 protesters dead, while NGO Amnesty International 9 June 

reported 23 fatalities, and Sonko’s party 20 June counted 30. Calm quickly returned 

but situation remained volatile until month’s end, with Sonko under de facto house 

arrest in Dakar pending transfer to jail, and President Sall expected to announce in 

early June whether or not he will run for third term in 2024. 

 Sierra Leone   Tensions flared as country went to polls for general 

elections.  

Security forces 21 June clashed with opposition All People’s Congress (APC) 

supporters in capital Freetown as they gathered to protest “discrepancies in the 

electoral process”; APC same day said police killed one protester, while police denied 

firing shots but confirmed arresting 66 people. After elections 24 June proceeded 

without major incidents, APC said security forces 25 June fired tear gas and live 

ammunition into their headquarters in Freetown, leaving one person dead; police 

acknowledged firing tear gas at APC supporters who allegedly harassed passers-by 

near party headquarters and claimed victory. As APC presidential candidate Samura 

Kamara called early counts showing incumbent President Bio in lead “daylight 

robbery”, election commission 27 June declared Bio as winner of presidential 

election with 56.17% of votes; Kamara immediately rejected results, deeming them 

“not credible”. European election observers 28 June reported “statistical 

inconsistencies” in election results and urged election commission to “promptly 

publish disaggregated results data per polling station to allow for public scrutiny of 

the results”. 


