
 

 

CrisisWatch 2022 – November Trends and December Alerts 

Africa 

Central Africa 

Æ Cameroon   President Biya celebrated 40 years in power as 
Anglophone conflict continued in west and jihadist violence persisted in 
Far North. 

Biya marked 40 years as president, pursued plans to have his son succeed him. For 
Biya’s 40th anniversary in power, ruling party around 6 Nov held official 
celebrations and ceremonies across country. Traditional authorities, ruling party 
officials and residents in North region – a ruling party stronghold – same day 
received Biya’s son Franck in great pomp with all airs of president-in-waiting. 
Meanwhile, members of diaspora political opposition group Brigade Anti-
Sardinards violently disrupted reception marking Biya’s 40-year rule in French 
capital Paris, with some guests reportedly wounded. 

Armed Anglophone separatists and military continued to engage in fighting. Govt 
forces 3 Nov reportedly killed separatist commander in Ediki village, Meme division, 
South West region (SW), and 7 Nov clashed with separatists near North West region 
(NW)’s capital Bamenda (Mezam division), leaving three dead. Separatists 14 Nov 
ambushed military convoy in Tubah town near Bamenda (NW), reportedly killing 
three soldiers; attack on another convoy between Kumba and Mamfe cities (SW) next 
day killed at least one soldier. Conflict continued to take toll on civilians. Notably, 
unidentified gunmen 3 Nov kidnapped nine health workers from govt-run hospital 
in Batibo town, Momo division (NW); authorities blamed separatists, who denied 
responsibility. Govt forces 24 Nov allegedly killed two civilians in Awing town, 
Mezam division (NW). UN working group on arbitrary detention around 14 Nov 
called for “immediate and unconditional” release of separatist leader Sisiku Julius 
Ayuk Tabe and nine co-prisoners, said their arrest in Nigeria in 2018 was “arbitrary.” 

Far North region saw sporadic jihadist violence. Suspected Boko Haram (JAS) or 
Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) militants continued to target civilians, 
killing one 14 Nov near Tourou town (Mayo-Tsanaga division) and another 20 Nov 
near Kolofata town (Mayo-Sava division). Unidentified armed group around 14 Nov 
clashed with military forces near Bonderi town (Mayo-Sava), killing at least one 
soldier. Suspected jihadist combatants 15 Nov ambushed military patrol near 
Amchide town (Mayo-Sava), and throughout month repeatedly looted town.  

Æ Central African Republic   Dispute persisted between pro-govt 
groups and opposition over constitutional referendum as authorities 
postponed local elections, and insecurity continued across country. 



Constitutional revision process remained divisive. After ruling party late Oct called 
for constitutional referendum that would allow President Touadéra to run for third 
term, pro-govt movement Front Républicain 10 Nov addressed letter to Touadéra 
proposing 18 constitutional amendments. G-16 civil society coalition 1 Nov called for 
creation of “resistance council” against constitutional changes, while hundreds 5 Nov 
gathered in French capital Paris calling for Touadéra’s dismissal. Meanwhile, 16 
opposition parties 18 Nov demanded guarantees that upcoming local and regional 
elections will not be combined with constitutional referendum, requested 
restructuring of National Electoral Authority (ANE), citing lack of neutrality. ANE 
21 Nov postponed local and regional elections from 22 Jan to 16 July 2023 to allow 
for electoral roll’s revision. 

MINUSCA’s mandate renewed amid tensions with France. Ahead of UN Security 
Council vote on renewal of UN peacekeeping mission (MINUSCA), FM Sylvie Baïpo-
Temon 7 Nov declared draft resolution failed to reflect Central Africans’ 
“aspirations”, criticised France’s role as penholder; around same day withdrew 
symbolic title of dean of diplomatic corps traditionally given to French ambassador 
to Bangui, citing latter’s “discourtesy” toward Touadéra. Security Council 14 Nov 
renewed MINUSCA’s mandate for one year following tense debates, with Russia, 
China and Gabon abstaining. 

Insecurity continued countrywide, notably at border with Chad. Russian 
paramilitaries 4 Nov raided Union of Patriots for Change rebel post in Blakadja 
village (Nana-Gribizi prefecture), leaving one rebel dead and four injured. Coalition 
of Patriots for Change rebels 19 Nov clashed with govt forces and allies in Kouango 
city (Ouaka prefecture), death toll unknown. Kidnapping for ransom reported 
throughout month. Notably, 3R rebels 8 Nov kidnapped three miners at Kombo-
Nana site (Nana-Mambéré prefecture), freeing them after payment; unidentified 
armed elements 11 Nov abducted one civil servant and two UN personnel near Ndiffa 
locality (Vakaga prefecture). Unidentified assailants 24 Nov killed MINUSCA 
peacekeeper in Obo town (Haut-Mbomou prefecture). Govt said plane coming from 
border country overnight 27-28 Nov bombed base where govt forces and Russian 
allies were stationed in Bossangoa town (Ouham prefecture) near Chadian border, 
threatened retaliation. 

Æ Chad   Opposition called out military leadership on brutal 
repression of dissent, and Boko Haram launched deadly attack on govt 
forces in west. 

Tensions continued to run high between govt and opposition. Following deadly 
crackdown on 20 Oct opposition protests and subsequent wave of arrests, leader of 
Les Transformateurs party, Succès Masra, 1 Nov left country, while leader of Wakit 
Tama civil society coalition, Max Loalngar, and other opposition figures late Oct-
early Nov went into hiding. Transitional authorities 8 Nov accepted calls for 
international independent inquiry into deadly protests; however insisted that 
Chadian official oversee inquiry. Les Transformateurs and Wakit Tama around same 
day referred case to International Criminal Court, saying events surrounding 
protests likely qualify as crimes against humanity.  

Implementation of national dialogue’s recommendations started. Following 
conclusion of national dialogue in Oct, PM Saleh Kebzabo 3 Nov presented new 



transition roadmap to Transitional National Council (CNT) legislative body, with 
constitutional referendum and new legal framework for elections as main priorities, 
and President Mahamat Déby 7 Nov appointed 104 additional CNT members 
including former opposition leaders and representatives of rebel groups that signed 
Doha peace deal in August. AU Peace and Security Council 11 Nov voted against 
sanctioning transitional authorities despite report of AU Chair Moussa Faki 
castigating military leadership for failing to honour 18-month transition timeframe. 

Jihadist violence and intercommunal conflicts persisted in west. President Déby 14 
Nov announced deployment of 600 personnel in Lake province to fight enduring 
Boko Haram presence; group 22 Nov killed ten soldiers near Ngouboua village close 
to Nigeria’s border. In Chari-Baguirmi province, farmer-herder conflict 13 Nov left 
four wounded in Tchiltchlie village. In Logone-Occidental province, mob 22 Nov 
attacked gendarmerie in Krim Krim locality to free farmer incarcerated after dispute 
with herder, leaving eight dead and 30 injured. 

East and Southern Africa 

È Eswatini   Pro-democracy movement turned violent as militants 
launched series of attacks on public buildings and officials.  

Pro-democracy militant group Swaziland International Solidarity Forces (SISF) 
conducted spate of violent attacks across country, targeting public figures and 
security infrastructure. Notably, suspected SISF members overnight 4-5 Nov killed 
traditional chief, Prince Mahloma of Zandondo in Manzini region, reportedly after 
forcing him to record video urging King Mswati III to initiate democratic reforms; 
14 Nov opened fired at Ludzidzini Royal Palace, Mswati’s residence in Lobamba city, 
Hhohho region, reportedly injuring one guard and forcing Mswati’s evacuation to 
another palace; and 29 Nov attacked Zibonele army camp in Hhohho region, killing 
unknown numbers of soldiers. Meanwhile, pro-democracy activists, transport trade 
union and Swaziland Youth Congress 15 Nov demonstrated in capital Mbabane 
(Hhohho) to demand release of legislators arrested in June-July 2021; heavy police 
presence and roadblocks impeded mobilisation, reportedly resulting in several 
protesters being shot or detained by security forces. 

Æ Kenya   Authorities stepped up mediation role in Ethiopia and DR 
Congo (DRC) conflicts, while insecurity persisted notably near Somalia 
border and in Rift Valley. 

Opposition faced internal rifts, warned about threats to judicial independence. 
Former President Kenyatta’s Jubilee party 10 Nov threatened to withdraw from 
Azimio coalition after Azimio leadership in Senate removed Jubilee candidate from 
list of nominees to Parliamentary Service Commission. Orange Democratic 
Movement and Wiper Democratic Movement – both Azimio members – 17 Nov 
secured election of respective leaders’ children as members of Eastern African 
Legislative Assembly, prompting Jubilee to denounce “dynasty” politics. Meanwhile, 
court 10 Nov dropped $60m corruption case against Deputy President Rigathi 
Gachagua and nine others, citing lack of evidence; runner-up in Aug presidential 
election Raila Odinga immediately denounced lack of judicial independence. 



Nairobi played key role in regional efforts to advance peace. Govt from 12 Nov 
deployed troops to eastern DRC as part of East African Community (EAC) force. 
After touring region 4-15 Nov in effort to de-escalate tensions between Rwanda and 
DRC, EAC peace process facilitator for DRC, former President Kenyatta, 18 Nov 
reported agreement with Rwandan President Kagame “to urge the M23 to cease fire 
and withdraw from captured territory” in North Kivu, paving way for broader 
regional call on 23 Nov (see DR Congo). Nairobi 28 Nov also hosted third round of 
EAC talks between Congolese govt and some armed groups active in country’s 
eastern provinces. After Kenyatta played key role in mediating 2 Nov peace deal 
between Addis Ababa and Tigray, Nairobi 7-12 Nov hosted follow-up talks between 
parties (see Ethiopia).  

Al-Shabaab remained active, govt continued operations against cattle rustling. 
Police 1 Nov reported suspected Al-Shabaab elements kidnapped four, including 
paramedics, in ambush on ambulance in Mandera county near Somalia border. In 
Rift Valley, interior ministry 8 Nov said police recovered over 700 livestock and shot 
one suspect dead in operation targeting cattle rustling in Turkana county; Interior 
Cabinet Secretary Kithure Kindiki 9, 18 and 23 Nov met regional leaders in Baringo, 
West Pokot and Samburu counties to discuss insecurity. 

Æ Mozambique   Islamist militants pushed deeper into southern 
districts of Cabo Delgado and continued attacks elsewhere in province, 
seizing large quantities of weapons and ammunition. 

Insurgents expanded offensive in southern Cabo Delgado province. In Namuno 
district, Islamic State Mozambique Province (ISMP) 1 Nov attacked police’s Rapid 
Intervention Unit garrison at Minhanha village, reportedly killing two soldiers and 
stealing weapons and ammunition; 5 Nov entered Pararene village, killing at least 
two civilians; local militiamen known as Naparama 10 Nov pursued and killed five 
insurgents, captured at least ten after Nanrapa village came under attack. 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) 8 Nov said over 16,000 displaced by 
violence in Namuno since 29 Oct. Suspected ISMP 12-14 Nov for first time crossed 
into Balama district further west, killing at least five people in Muripa, Mualia and 
Marica villages. In Montepuez district, Naparamas and ISMP 22 Nov clashed in 
Nairoto area, reportedly leaving several insurgents dead; five Naparamas also 
beheaded after being captured.  

Violence persisted in northern and central districts of Cabo Delgado. In Muidumbe 
district, alleged ISMP militants throughout month attacked Mandava, Litapata and 
Muambula villages, killing and kidnapping several civilians; 20 Nov ambushed and 
killed senior police officer and three other people in Xitaxi village. IOM reported 
45,000 displaced 28 Oct-25 Nov by violence in Muidumbe. In Macomia district, 
suspected ISMP insurgents 10, 17 Nov reportedly killed five soldiers and looted 
weapons and ammunition in Nguida village. In Nangade district, ISMP 8 Nov 
attacked security forces’ post at Ngalonga village, capturing large quantities of 
weapons and ammunitions; 15 Nov ambushed Southern African Development 
Community Mission in Mozambique (SAMIM) convoy near Mungano village, 
reportedly injuring five Tanzanian troops; SAMIM forces 29 Nov allegedly attacked 
ISMP base in Ngonga area, killing scores of insurgent but losing two soldiers. 



In other important developments. Govt around 22 Nov reopened key port of 
Mocímboa da Praia after two-year closure amid violence. After police late Oct 
detained journalist Arlindi Chissale in Cabo Delgado, public prosecutor’s office 3 
Nov accused him of collecting information to foment terrorism; Chissale, who was 
granted provisional release next day, said he was being repressed because of his links 
to opposition.  

Æ Zimbabwe   Ahead of 2023 general elections, relations between govt 
and opposition remained tense.  

Authorities continued to stifle dissent. About 30 alleged supporters of ruling ZANU-
PF party 8 Nov disrupted press conference by main opposition party Citizens 
Coalition for Change (CCC) in capital Harare despite police presence, seizing party 
banners and other materials. National housing and social amenities minister and 
ZANU-PF’s Mashonaland East provincial chairperson, Daniel Garwe, 12 Nov told 
supporters that “courts, military and police belong to ZANU-PF” and that party was 
preparing whip to “fight back” against those who insult President Mnangagwa. 
Meanwhile, Magistrates Court in Harare 9 Nov granted bail to CCC parliament 
member Godfrey Sithole, who was arrested in June alongside his colleague Job 
Sikhala on charges of inciting violence following killing of CCC activist Moreblessing 
Ali; Sikhala remained in custody after ninth attempt to secure bail late Nov failed. In 
move widely interpreted as clampdown on govt critics, govt 22 Nov adopted new 
legislation that will criminalise behaviour deemed as undermining “national 
interests and sovereignty”. 

Opposition pressured authorities to create conditions for competitive polls. 
Opposition parties, including CCC, mid-Nov urged govt to expedite establishment of 
Zimbabwe Independent Complaints Commission to investigate acts of misconduct 
by members of security forces. Two civil society organisations – Zimbabwe Lawyers 
for Human Rights and Election Resource Centre – 6 Nov announced legal complaint 
against electoral commission over $187,000 fee that commission requires to provide 
voters list. 

Great Lakes 

Æ Burundi   President Ndayishimiye moved to consolidate control 
over ruling party and engaged in intense diplomacy on security crisis in 
eastern DR Congo. 

Ndayishimiye restructured ruling party’s governing bodies. Ruling CNDD-FDD 
party’s council of elders, chaired by Ndayishimiye, 2 Nov nominated new general 
commissioners and replaced several party administrators; restructuring of party’s 
governing bodies comes amid power struggle between Ndayishimiye and CNDD-
FDD Sec Gen Révérien Ndikuriyo. 

Bujumbura took active role in regional diplomacy. Ndayishimiye, who has been 
East African Community (EAC) rotating president since June, 4 Nov hosted former 
Kenyan president and EAC’s peace process facilitator for DR Congo (DRC), Uhuru 
Kenyatta; 7 Nov convened rare summit of EAC heads of state on sidelines of UN 
climate change conference in Egypt to push for concerted response to security crisis 



in eastern DRC. Ndayishimiye 23 Nov attended EAC summit on peace and security 
in eastern DRC in Angolan capital Luanda, and 28 Nov opened third session of EAC-
led Nairobi talks between Congolese govt and several armed groups active in 
country’s east (see DR Congo).  

In other important developments. In Cibitoke province, security forces 12-16 Nov 
clashed with Kinyarwanda-speaking rebels in Kibira forest, killing at least seven and 
arresting four. International Criminal Court 25 Nov reported progress on 
investigations into bloody aftermath of 2015 coup attempt, saying it intends to issue 
arrest warrants shortly.  

Æ DR Congo   M23 rebel group advanced further toward North Kivu’s 
capital Goma, as regional efforts to cool tensions between Kinshasa and 
Kigali continued. 

M23 made further gains near Goma amid regional efforts to de-escalate conflict. 
Fighting between govt forces and M23 rebels around 11 Nov picked up again in 
several areas, with M23 mid-month taking control of Kibumba town (Nyiragongo 
territory) and Tongo city (Rutshuru territory), cutting off only remaining supply 
route to Goma apart from Rwandan border. M23 rebels 20 Nov seized populated 
settlements of Kiseguro and Katwiguru (both Rutshuru), about 30km from Ishasha 
border point with Uganda, and 25 Nov captured Kisharo settlement in same area. As 
President Tshisekedi 3 Nov again denounced Kigali’s “expansionist impulses” in 
supporting M23, East African Community (EAC) redoubled efforts to de-escalate 
tensions (see Burundi, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda). Tshisekedi and Rwandan FM 
Vincent Biruta 23 Nov attended EAC summit in Angolan capital Luanda, called for 
immediate withdrawal of M23 from “occupied zones” in North Kivu and cessation of 
hostilities starting 25 Nov; however, M23 in following days vowed to continue 
fighting.  

Govt forces and allies continued to clash with other rebel groups in east. In North 
Kivu’s Beni territory, alleged Islamic State-affiliated Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) 
8 Nov attacked Kabasha village, killing three civilians, and around 9 Nov killed 13 
civilians in Bashu settlement. Ugandan Air Force 4 Nov destroyed large ADF camp 
at undisclosed location in east, while govt forces 25 Nov killed seven ADF insurgents 
and freed 30 hostages in Mwalika area, Beni. Maï-Maï militiamen 25-26 Nov 
exchanged fire with govt forces in Butembo city, also Beni; five dead on both sides. 
CODECO militia carried out several attacks in Ituri province, notably 18-19 Nov in 
Walla area, Mahagi territory. Military said joint Burundi-DR Congo operation 
around 26 Nov killed 40 members of Hutu-led rebel group of Rwandan origin 
National Forces of Liberation near Nabombi town, South Kivu province. 

Conflict between Yaka and Teke communities continued in western provinces. 
Clashes in Misia town, Kwilu province, 2 Nov left 16 people dead and 25 missing; 
armed assailants 7 Nov attacked Boku village, Kwamouth territory of Mai-Ndombe 
province, leaving at least 20 dead.  

Æ Rwanda   Authorities joined call for M23 rebels to halt fighting in 
eastern DR Congo (DRC) as regional efforts intensified to de-escalate 
tensions between Kigali and Kinshasa. 



Regional leaders called for immediate ceasefire in eastern DRC. Congolese 
President Tshisekedi 3 Nov again denounced Kigali’s “expansionist impulses” in 
supporting M23 rebels. East African Community (EAC) 18 Nov said EAC peace 
process facilitator for DRC, former Kenyan President Kenyatta, and President 
Kagame had agreed on need for M23 to cease fire and withdraw from captured 
territories in DRC’s North Kivu province. During EAC summit in Angola, regional 
leaders including Congolese President Tshisekedi and Rwandan FM Biruta 23 Nov 
called for cessation of hostilities in eastern DRC starting 25 Nov; M23 in following 
days rejected call (see DR Congo).  

Border incidents highlighted heightened tensions between Kigali and Kinshasa. As 
DRC forces continued to combat M23 rebels in eastern provinces, Congolese SU-25 
fighter jet 7 Nov entered Rwandan airspace, landing briefly at Rubavu airport, 
Western province; Rwanda took no military action but accused Kinshasa of 
“provocation”. Rwandan troops 19 Nov killed Congolese soldier who had crossed 
border into Rwanda’s Rubavu district.  

Æ Uganda   Govt deployed troops to DR Congo as part of East African 
regional force amid mounting allegations that Kampala supports M23 
rebels; series of attacks targeted security infrastructure.  

Spate of attacks targeted security installations. After gunmen 31 Oct shot two police 
officers dead in raid on Busiika police station in central Luwero district, unidentified 
assailants 14 Nov raided Kyanja police post in suburb of capital Kampala, reportedly 
leaving no casualties. Attackers 17 Nov also raided Gaddafi barracks in eastern Jinja 
district, killing one soldier, while police 23 Nov reportedly foiled attack on Nakulabye 
police station in Kampala. Deputy inspector general of police accused rebel group 
Uganda Coalition Front for Change of responsibility for 31 Oct attack.   

Army moved against President Museveni’s former allies. Military 8 Nov arrested 
ten people, including relatives of former minister Maj. Abdul Nadduli, in Nakaseke 
district, reportedly over gun that went missing at burial of Nadduli’s son in late Oct; 
Maj. Nadduli late Sept had voiced criticism of Museveni’s alleged plan to have his 
own son, Lt-Gen. Muhoozi Kainerugaba, succeed him. Security forces 8-9 Nov also 
deployed at farm of senior presidential adviser, retired Maj. Roland Kakooza Mutale, 
in Luwero district, accusing him of giving illegal military training to group of over 
100 youths.  

Govt faced growing accusations of supporting M23 rebels in DR Congo’s east. 
Congolese parliamentarians 1 Nov and civil society activists next day accused 
Uganda of supporting M23 and urged Congolese President Tshisekedi to severe ties 
with Kampala. Adding to concerns, Museveni’s son Kainerugaba 6 Nov publicly 
endorsed M23 rebels “fighting for the rights of Tutsi” in eastern DR Congo and issued 
veiled threat against anyone combating “those brothers of ours”. UN Security 
Council delegation 18 Nov met with Museveni in Kampala and reportedly asked him 
to clarify Uganda’s ties with M23. Kampala 21 Nov announced imminent deployment 
of 1,000 troops to eastern DR Congo as part of East African Community force 
battling armed groups there. 



Horn of Africa 

Æ Eritrea   Asmara quietly consented to fragile peace accord between 
Ethiopia’s federal government and Tigray leaders, but could act as 
spoiler over disarmament protocols in coming weeks and months. 

Asmara hinted at satisfaction with deal to resolve Tigray conflict. Following peace 
accord signed 2 Nov between Addis Ababa and Tigray leaders in South Africa’s 
capital Pretoria (see Ethiopia), Asmara remained silent, indicating its tacit 
acceptance of deal to end conflict despite not being party to accord. Meanwhile, its 
military activities in Tigray subsided although reports of ongoing Eritrean violence 
against civilians in Shire city and surrounding areas persisted during month.  

Asmara could spoil peace process absent speedy implementation of disarmament 
protocols. Longstanding enmity between Tigray People’s Liberation Front and 
Asmara could coax latter to challenge implementation of accord if it feels Tigray’s 
leaders are backtracking on some political concessions, most notably promised 
reduction of Tigray’s military capabilities. Meanwhile, Information Minister Yemane 
Gebremeskel 28 Nov criticised U.S. for endorsing African Union Envoy Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s comment that “no country should accept the presence of a foreign 
country on its land”, defending troop presence in Ethiopia as “defense architecture”. 

Somalia’s president met Somali cadets during second visit to Eritrea this year. 
Somali President Mohamud 10-12 Nov visited Eritrea, second such trip since his 
election in May this year, signalling continued desire for cooperation. Mohamud 12 
Nov met members of Somali National Army who have been undergoing military 
training in Eritrea since 2019; program, estimated to include about 5,000 cadets, has 
been shrouded in controversy regarding participants’ alleged deployment in Tigray. 
Mohamud 12 Nov returned to Somalia without Somali troops, suggesting he had 
again failed to convince Asmara to allow cadets to return to Somalia, possibly due to 
ongoing discussions over payments. 

Ç Ethiopia   Federal govt and Tigray leaders signed deal to end 
devastating conflict, but fragile calm could shatter absent consolidation 
of initial pledges; violence in Oromia intensified. 

Federal and Tigray leaders struck welcome, yet fragile, peace accord. After over 
two years of brutal warfare, federal govt and Tigray leaders 2 Nov signed surprise 
“permanent cessation of hostilities” accord in South Africa’s capital Pretoria under 
African Union auspices. Agreement reflected military pressure Tigray’s forces had 
come under in Oct: federal govt consented to halt its offensive and end de facto siege; 
in return, Tigray’s embattled leaders agreed to disarm their forces, dissolve Tigray’s 
administration (thereby delegitimising regional election that led to war in 2020) and 
restore federal authority in region; sides also agreed to discussions over “contested 
areas”. Accord received mixed reactions: PM Abiy and international actors welcomed 
it; Eritrea’s silence appeared to signal consent; Amhara nationalists feared deal could 
be mechanism to hand over contested Western Tigray to Mekelle; Tigray’s leaders 
expressed dissatisfaction with some aspects, reflecting deal’s fragility. Nonetheless, 
both sides stopped fighting and humanitarian deliveries began trickling into region, 
although World Food Programme 25 Nov said deliveries are “not matching needs”. 
Military commanders 12 Nov also agreed during follow-up talks in Kenya’s capital 



Nairobi that Tigray would hand over heavy weapons in return for foreign (Eritrea) 
and non-federal (Amhara) troop withdrawal from Tigray.   

Violence escalated in Oromia amid uptick in rebel operations and govt air strikes. 
Fighting between federal and Oromia security forces and Oromo Liberation Army 
(OLA) rebels intensified. Notably, federal air force early Nov launched three drone 
strikes in West Wollega Zone, killing 55. OLA fighters 6 Nov entered Nekemte town 
(East Wollega Zone) where they clashed with security forces, looted two banks, 
released over 120 prisoners from “Abiy regime’s torture camps” and abducted 
officials. OLA now controls over a dozen districts in East and West Wollega zones. 

Relations with Sudan thawed. Following talks 15 Oct between PM Abiy and Sudan’s 
de facto head of state Gen. al-Burhan in Ethiopia’s Bahir Dar city, govt 
representatives met several times during month to resolve border dispute.   

Æ Somalia   Federal govt’s clan-based offensive against Al-Shabaab 
faced setbacks amid resistance from militants; Mogadishu continued to 
prioritise cordial relations with member states.  

Offensive against Al-Shabaab in central regions slowed down. In Galguduud 
region, govt forces 9 Nov captured Wabxo town, 11 Nov pulled out allowing Al-
Shabaab to re-capture town; major Al-Shabaab assault 7 Nov temporarily displaced 
govt forces from Qayib town, while govt forces 25 Nov repelled Al-Shabaab assault 
on Qayib. In Middle Shabelle region, govt forces 3 Nov captured El Harereri town, 
17 Nov took control of Cad Caddey village. Use of U.S. and Turkish drones reportedly 
supported govt forces’ advance in Middle Shabelle, while outbreak of clan conflict 
between two Abgaal sub-clans in Adale district from mid-Nov hampered efforts. In 
Hiraan region, govt forces focused on shoring up gains south of Beledweyne city and 
preventing Al-Shabaab infiltration from across western side of Shabelle river; 
military 11 Nov foiled large-scale Al-Shabaab assault on govt forces in Burdaar area. 
Al-Shabaab continued attacks in urban centres. Notably, militants 27-28 Nov laid 
siege to hotel near presidential palace in capital Mogadishu, killing at least eight 
people. 

President Mohamud invested in good relations with members states and regional 
partners. Mohamud late Nov travelled to war’s front lines in Galmudug and 
Hirshabelle states in effort to reinvigorate offensive against Al-Shabaab. Earlier, 
federal govt and member state leaders 27-31 Oct met in Mogadishu for third time 
since Mohamud took office in May; leaders agreed to share funds that federal govt 
recently received from international actors, and all member states committed to 
participate in operations against Al-Shabaab. As part of Mogadishu’s efforts to find 
regional support to further develop security institutions and bolster current 
offensive, defence ministry 2 Nov and National Intelligence Service Agency 5 Nov 
signed agreements with Sudanese and Ethiopian counterparts, respectively.  

Humanitarian situation remained dreadful. Mohamud 15 Nov told MPs that record 
drought had devastated country’s economy and acknowledged looming famine in 
parts of country as UN agencies continued to warn that 6.7mn people face severe 
food insecurity. In report released 14 Nov, UN human rights office said Al-Shabaab 
is exacerbating impact of drought and risk of famine, including by destroying wells 
and other essential infrastructure. 



Æ Somaliland   Deadlock over upcoming political cycle persisted with 
little prospect of immediate breakthrough as political opposition stated 
it no longer recognises Bihi as president.  

Opposition denounced govt as illegitimate. Opposition Waddani and UCID parties 
13 Nov – originally scheduled date for presidential election – announced they no 
longer recognise Bihi’s administration, while failing to clarify what this means in 
practice. Some youth same day clashed with security forces in country’s second-
largest city Burco, resulting in at least seven people injured.  

Govt remained unwilling to dialogue over sequencing of high-stake elections. Govt 
in Nov continued to rebuff all domestic and international appeals to dialogue with 
Waddani and UCID over sequencing of forthcoming elections, reiterating it will 
organise political parties’ vote – to licence three parties that will be allowed to 
participate in formal politics going forward – ahead of presidential ballot; also said 
it will follow National Electoral Commission’s nine-month timeline for presidential 
election (although parliament’s Upper House in Oct extended Bihi’s mandate by two 
years). 

Process to select new political parties moved forward. Registration committee 6 
Nov approved nine political associations, on top of three current ones, to compete in 
unscheduled political parties’ election; in joint press conference, all nine political 
associations 15 Nov said any process to overcome current deadlock over sequencing 
of elections must include them. 

Æ South Sudan   Conflict persisted in Upper Nile state, govt suspended 
Rome peace talks with opposition groups, and World Food Programme 
laid bare dire humanitarian situation. 

Rampant violence continued in Upper Nile state. Fighting pitting ethnic Shilluk 
“Agwalek” forces under Gen. Johnson Olony against Nuer forces, predominantly 
backed by Gen. Simon Gatwech, continued during month. Notably, ethnic Nuer 
community militias early Nov marched into Fashoda county, killing unknown 
number of people and prompting Agwalek forces 26 Nov to engage and force their 
retreat late Nov; meanwhile, Agwalek forces 10 Nov shelled Nuer positions from Atar 
town. UN mission in South Sudan 19 Nov expressed deep concern about violence and 
urged parties to halt fighting; President Salva Kiir and First VP Riek Machar have 
echoed calls, despite likely supporting fighting themselves, on opposing sides. 

Intercommunal violence persisted in Central Equatoria and Warrap states. 
Unknown gunmen believed to be cattle herders from Jonglei state 11 Nov killed five 
civilians in Ngerjebe village, Juba county of Central Equatoria state; state governor 
next day issued 72-hour ultimatum to all cattle herders to leave state. Violence 
between Kuok and Luach-Abuong communities 18 Nov left five dead in Tonj East 
county, Warrap state. 

Govt suspended peace talks with major rebel groups. Following progress in Oct on 
restarting talks between govt and holdout opposition groups in Italy’s capital Rome, 
govt 21 Nov abandoned initiative, accusing rebel groups of using dialogue to “buy 
time to prepare for war”. Opposition groups decried decision; notably, Non-
Signatory South Sudan Opposition Group same day said it was dismayed by move 
and urged Juba to reverse decision, while National Salvation Front 25 Nov said govt’s 



“allegations are unfounded”. Decision came after leader of South Sudan People’s 
Movement/Army (SSPM/A) Gen. Stephen Buay Rolnyang 19 Oct proposed Unified 
Front among all non-signatory opposition groups to “challenge the regime 
physically”. 

In other important developments. World Food Programme 3 Nov published report 
stating that 6.6mn people, over half country’s population, are affected by acute food 
insecurity, malnutrition, famine and rampant insecurity. NGO Global Rights 
Compliance 24 Nov published report accusing govt and opposition of committing 
war crimes through routine use of mass starvation and forcible displacement. 

Æ Sudan   Military-civilian negotiations made progress amid tensions 
between international mediators, authorities cracked down on Islamist 
groups, and violence flared in Central Darfur. 

Military-civilian forces advanced toward transition deal. Main civilian opposition 
bloc Forces for Freedom and Change-Central Council (FFC-CC) 16 Nov announced 
they had reached “framework agreement” with military on most critical issues to 
restore democratic transition; dialogue officially mediated by Trilateral Mechanism 
led by UN mission in Sudan (UNITAMS), African Union (AU), and 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development also quietly facilitated by Quad 
countries (U.S., UK, United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia). Parties consented to 
second phase of negotiations to resolve outstanding issues and produce final deal.  

AU bristled at “external interference” in negotiations. AU Special Envoy for Sudan 
Mohamed Belaiche 2 Nov denounced “external interference” in Trilateral 
Mechanism by Quad countries, whom he accused of publicly supporting trilateral 
process while undermining it through parallel negotiation process. Remarks point to 
breakdown between Quad and Trilateral process in coordination on Sudan. Quad 
countries say their initiative supports Trilateral Mechanism since FFC-military 
disagreement was primary obstacle when trilateral negotiations stalled in June. 

Concerns grew over resurgence of Bashir-era Islamist groups. Following late Oct 
alleged coup attempt that fractured alliance between military and Islamist groups, 
Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 6 Nov warned that Islamist groups should refrain from 
interfering in military affairs. Authorities subsequently conducted several high-
profile arrests; notably, authorities 9 Nov re-arrested former President Omar al-
Bashir; 14 Nov arrested leaders of newly formed Patriotic Entity Forces, allegedly 
affiliated with Islamist groups, 19 Nov released them. Al-Burhan 28 Nov suspended 
activities of trade unions, reportedly to curb Islamists’ influence. 

Violence killed dozens in Central Darfur, clashes persisted in West Kordofan. In 
Central Darfur, clashes 11-13 Nov between Misseriya and Awlad Rashid clans of 
Rezeigat tribe near Juguma village reportedly killed 48 and displaced thousands; 
clashes 19 Nov between rival factions of Sudan Liberation Army–Abdel Wahid 
(SLA/AW) left 13 dead in Shamal Jabal Marrah locality. Renewed fighting in En 
Nehoud locality in West Kordofan 19-20 Nov left six dead. 



Sahel 

Æ Burkina Faso   Transitional leadership sought to consolidate power, 
while UN human rights office accused military of shelling villages amid 
countrywide insecurity. 

New junta leaders installed transitional legislature. New 71-member transitional 
legislative assembly 11 Nov took office, same day elected previous legislature 
member Ousmane Bougouma as speaker; 19 Nov voted in favour of PM Apollinaire 
Joachim Kyélem de Tambela’s general policy statement, which emphasised securing 
“the territory and the populations”. Following late Oct nationwide civilian 
recruitment to fight jihadists, transitional President Capt. Traoré 14 Nov announced 
formation of six new rapid intervention units. 

Tensions ran high with France, transitional govt sought regional support. 
Hundreds 18 Nov protested in capital Ouagadougou against French military 
presence in country. In speech before transitional assembly, Tambela 19 Nov vowed 
to diversify security partnerships; French Armed Forces Minister Sébastien Lecornu 
same day alluded to French forces’ potential withdrawal from Burkina Faso, as 
Barkhane Operation 9 Nov came to formal end. Meanwhile, Traoré 2 Nov travelled 
to Mali, met with counterpart Col. Assimi Goïta to discuss military cooperation. 
Ouagadougou around 3 Nov secured extradition from Togo of four Burkinabé 
officers close to deposed transition President Lt-Col. Damiba and suspected of 
“plotting” against Traoré.  

Dozens reportedly killed in military operation as insecurity remained widespread. 
In Sahel region (north), army and volunteer fighters (VDPs) 6-9 Nov conducted 
counter-insurgency operation near Djibo town (Soum province); shelling and 
airstrikes on several villages reportedly left 42 dead, including civilians; after UN 
human rights office 10 Nov expressed concern, govt 12 Nov vowed to launch 
investigation. Also in Sahel, Islamic State Sahel Province (IS-Sahel) 15 Nov killed ten 
Al-Qaeda-affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) fighters in 
Deou village and Erafnaman locality, while suspected IS-Sahel militants 21 Nov 
killed six civilians near Markoye town (all Oudalan province). In North region, 
troops 9 Nov repelled alleged JNIM attack on military patrol in Solle town (Loroum 
province), leaving 33 assailants dead. In Centre-North region, suspected JNIM 
elements 21 Nov attacked Safi village (Namentenga province) near Kaya city, killing 
eight VDPs. In East region, govt forces 4 Nov engaged alleged JNIM combatants near 
Tanwalbougou locality (Gourma province), leaving around ten dead.  

Æ Mali   Violent conflict continued in north and centre, and UN 
peacekeeping mission (MINUSMA) saw several troop contributors 
withdraw. 

Rampant insecurity in north fuelled popular discontent. Main trade unions 8 Nov 
declared 48-hour general strike in Gao region to protest govt’s lack of response to 
growing insecurity; Algiers peace accord signatory group leader around same day 
called on young Tuaregs to join fight against Islamic State Sahel Province (IS-Sahel) 
in Gao. Meanwhile, deadly attacks continued across region. Notably, local officials 
23 Nov reported jihadist attack on Kadji camp for internally displaced persons 21 
Nov left 11 civilians dead. Encounters between IS-Sahel and rival al-Qaeda affiliated 



Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) reported around 12-13 Nov in 
Gao and Timbuktu regions; death toll unknown. 

Violence involving jihadist militants and security forces continued in centre. Govt 
forces 1 Nov reportedly killed five JNIM militants near Pogo locality (Ségou region). 
JNIM militants 10 Nov killed three pro-govt militia fighters in Kargue village 
(Bandiagara region). MINUSMA convoy on its way to Timbuktu city 21 Nov hit mine 
near Douentza town in Mopti region, leaving three peacekeepers injured. Conflict 
took high civilian toll. Govt forces 12 Nov reportedly killed up to four civilians during 
operation in Birga-Peulh village, and 14 Nov allegedly killed four Fulani civilians 
near Derou village (both Mopti). 

Key troop contributors announced withdrawal from MINUSMA. UK, Côte d’Ivoire 
and Germany 14-22 Nov announced withdrawal of their military contingents, leaving 
mission’s future uncertain. Meanwhile, MINUSMA 9 Nov reported govt forces 1 
July-30 Sept committed 162 human rights abuses, 33% increase from 1 April - 30 
June period; also noted limited ability to investigate abuses as MINUSMA personnel 
does not enjoy free movement. NGO International Federation for Human Rights 24 
Nov warned that 2022 “will likely be the deadliest in Mali” since 2012, denounced 
impunity of those responsible for human right abuses. 

In other important developments. After French govt 17 Nov suspended development 
assistance to Mali, citing presence of Russian paramilitary Wagner Group, Bamako 
21 Nov banned French and French-funded NGOs from operating in country; number 
of NGOs subsequently suspended activity, including Doctors of the World-Belgium 
22 Nov. 

Æ Niger   Civilians suffered violence at the hands of jihadist and govt 
forces in southern regions, and French Operation Barkhane formally 
ended. 

Jihadists targeted civilians in Diffa region in south east. Alleged members of Boko 
Haram JAS faction 2 Nov attacked camp for internally displaced persons in N’Gala 
Peulh locality (N’Guigmi department), killing five civilians. Unidentified Boko 
Haram faction 4 Nov kidnapped three people between Djilmari and Waragou 
localities (Diffa department); national guard later freed hostages, killing one jihadist. 
Suspected JAS combatants 7 Nov kidnapped eight people in Maldjori town, Diffa 
department; national guard operation in Bague locality, Bosso department next day 
reportedly freed hostages, leaving five militants dead. 

Counter-insurgency operations continued in Tillabery region in south west. Alleged 
Islamic State Sahel Province 6 Nov attacked national guard position in Zibane 
locality (Tillabery department), leaving no casualties; in response, military in 
cooperation with French forces launched ground and air operation in area, killing 15 
militants. As opposition continued to accuse govt forces of killing several civilians in 
airstrike on Tamou mining site in Oct, coordinator of M62 coalition of 15 civil society 
organisations, Abdoulaye Seydou, 17 Nov said police had summoned him three times 
for his comments on incident. 

French Operation Barkhane came to a formal end. French President Macron 9 Nov 
announced formal end of Operation Barkhane amid reconfiguration of France’s 
military strategy in Sahel region; around 1,000 French troops will however remain 



in Niger as part of bilateral military cooperation. European Union official 11 Nov 
announced launch of military cooperation mission in early 2023 to support Nigerien 
forces in their fight against jihadists. 

West Africa 

Æ Benin   Govt forces repelled several attacks by suspected jihadists in 
north.  

Suspected jihadist violence persisted in northern departments. In Alibori 
department near border with Niger, unidentified gunmen overnight 10-11 Nov 
clashed with soldiers in Karimama commune, leaving no casualties. In Atakora 
department near border with Burkina Faso, security forces overnight 24-25 Nov 
reportedly foiled attack by dozen gunmen at military base in Kérou town, leaving 
four assailants dead. In Borgou department near border with Nigeria, unidentified 
gunmen same night attacked Kalalé town, leaving one soldier wounded as military 
intervened to repel them. 

Govt received French equipment to combat insecurity. Interior ministry 10 and 25 
Nov received French donation of military equipment including over 20 vehicles. 
Parliament 23 Nov passed law granting benefits to relatives of soldiers deceased or 
disappeared and to soldiers wounded in mission.  

Æ Côte d’Ivoire   Tensions with Mali persisted over ongoing detention 
of Ivorian soldiers, and former President Gbagbo-era figure Charles Blé 
Goudé returned from exile. 

Govt rejected Mali’s conditions for release of detained soldiers. Paris-based media 
outlet Africa Intelligence 2 Nov revealed that Abidjan late Oct rejected Bamako’s 
latest conditions for liberation of 46 Ivorian soldiers detained since July, including 
that govt acknowledge attempt to destabilise Mali. Meanwhile, Abidjan mid-Nov 
announced “gradual” withdrawal of its roughly 900 personnel from UN 
peacekeeping force in Mali.  

Political manoeuvring continued ahead of 2025 presidential election. Former 
President Gbagbo’s right-hand man turned rival, Charles Blé Goudé, 26 Nov 
returned to Côte d’Ivoire after decade-long exile. In search of political allies, Goudé’s 
Pan-African Congress for Justice and Peoples’ Equality 1 Nov sent delegation to 
Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) headed by Pascal Affi N’Guessan (former PM and 
another Gbagbo ally turned rival). After months of rumours, FPI early Nov 
confirmed political rapprochement with President Ouattara’s Rally of Houphouëtists 
for Democracy and Peace.  

Govt kept up efforts to contain jihadist threat in country’s north. Youth Minister 
Mamadou Touré 10-13 Nov visited northern regions to assess govt social 
stabilisation plan, launched in Jan 2022 to promote youth integration and local 
development in regions at risk of jihadist violence. 

Æ Guinea   Main opposition groups boycotted ECOWAS-mediated 
dialogue with junta after listing conditions for participation, while 
repression of dissent persisted.  



Junta and opposition remained at loggerheads despite regional mediation efforts. 
PM Bernard Gomou 10 Nov met with so-called quartet, group of four major 
opposition groups including National Front for the Defence of the Constitution 
(FNDC) and deposed President Condé’s Rally of the Guinean People (RPG), to 
discuss conditions for participation in West African regional bloc (ECOWAS)-
mediated dialogue; quartet listed release of political prisoners, end to protest ban 
and restructuring of ruling National Transitional Council as main prerequisites. 
FNDC, RPG and other quartet member 24 Nov boycotted opening session of 
ECOWAS-mediated dialogue, said govt was acting in bad faith. Col. Doumbouya-led 
junta is set to meet with ECOWAS before year’s end to validate 21 Oct agreement on 
24-month transition back to civilian rule; junta insists latter starts from 1 Jan 2023, 
while main opposition groups wants 5 Sept 2021 coup as start date.  

Prominent protest leaders prolonged detention without trial. Two senior FNDC 
leaders jailed after leading banned protest in July, Ibrahima Diallo and Oumar Sylla 
(aka Foniké Mengué), 7 Nov announced hunger strike to protest prolonged detention 
without trial; 15 Nov suspended strike at request of their lawyers.  

Authorities targeted Condé as part of anti-corruption campaign. Justice Minister 
Charles Wright 3 Nov ordered legal proceedings on corruption charges against 
Condé, who has resided in Türkiye since May, and 187 former Condé officials, some 
of whom are dead or already in prison. Col. Doumbouya 16 Nov also dismissed 
Infrastructure Minister Yaya Sow, citing corruption charges.  

Æ Nigeria   Electoral violence continued to disrupt campaign for 2023 
polls, while jihadist, criminal and separatist groups demonstrated 
resilience amid military operations on multiple fronts. 

Political violence persisted ahead of early 2023 general elections. Authorities 11 Nov 
reported 52 cases of electoral violence since campaign started on 28 Sept. Notably, 
unidentified assailants 8 Nov reportedly attacked convoy of opposition People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) presidential candidate, Atiku Abubakar, in Borno state 
capital Maiduguri, leaving at least one dead and 70 injured; PDP blamed attack on 
ruling All Progressives Congress.  

Criminal and other violence ran high in North West and North Central zones. 
Kidnapping for ransom remained widespread, notably in Zamfara state: gunmen 7 
Nov kidnapped 50 people in Bukkuyum area; 20 Nov raided four villages in Zurmi 
and Maradun areas, reportedly abducting over 100; 23 Nov kidnapped at least 60 
people in Kaura Namoda area. Govt forces throughout Nov continued land and air 
operations, notably carrying out aerial assaults on armed groups’ enclaves in Birnin 
Gwari, Chikun and Giwa areas of Kaduna state. Meanwhile, intercommunal violence 
7-9 Nov killed at least 28 people in Addo area, Benue state; farmer-herder clashes 14 
Nov killed dozen people in Bokkos area, Plateau state. 

Jihadists launched deadly attacks in North East zone despite security operations. 
In Borno state, Boko Haram (BH) operatives 10-12 Nov reportedly killed at least 26 
women accused of witchcraft near Gwoza town; suspected Islamic State West Africa 
Province (ISWAP) combatants overnight 18-19 Nov launched complex attack on 
Malam Fatori town and army base, killing 11 security forces and unconfirmed 
number of civilians. Large-scale counter-insurgency operations continued in Borno: 



army airstrike 5 Nov reportedly killed 15 ISWAP combatants in Bolowa village, 16-
17 Nov killed about 16 BH fighters near Banki town.  

Biafra separatist agitation and criminal violence persisted in South East. Notably, 
gunmen 12 Nov attacked military checkpoint at Isuofia town in Aguata area of 
Anambra state, killing two soldiers; 19 Nov killed three policemen in Agbani town, 
Nkanu West area of Enugu state. In Imo state, troops allegedly searching for Biafra 
separatists 3 Nov raided Amangwu town in Ohafia area; locals alleged soldiers killed 
about ten people.  

Æ Togo   Jihadist combatants launched deadly attacks on govt forces in 
northern Savanes region.  

Security forces 17 Nov engaged in fighting with al-Qaeda-affiliated Group for the 
Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) combatants in Sankortchagou locality 
(Savanes region) at border with Burkina Faso; local sources reported at least six 
soldiers and two jihadists killed. JNIM combatants 24 Nov attacked army post in 
Tiwoli village (also Savanes); local media reported at least 17 soldiers killed. JNIM 
claimed both attacks. 


